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Outloo on Lifest

Disabled advocacy centre wins one in pension
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House sparrow
close to tﬁWl’lS

By DON EC.H.LLE.H
Ilerald "'!-Pl!tl:ll

When man alters the mwimrmwnt
through u:ha.ni.ul'.lun or culture,

mm plants and n-.uulu are
ted and absolule numbers of

those that remain ofiern  decline
dramatically. As i.nd.‘ltatad last week
h:wmau- some spicles of aoimals

birds do do proeper in the human
l]itmdluduu

"I'Mntﬂr;,rulmeﬂl Lhe mosl suc-
cessfu) of our urban bird species
the Starling - was told last wuuh
Ancther Introduced bird that has
successfully filled the vold created
by the demise of our native l'.=
ks the House Sparrow. This bi

a famlliar sight around our humu

?ﬂ.\ﬂtﬂn was inlroduced In
several localitles ln Eastern North
America during the 1#th century.
Within a few short decades this
rather drab coloured finch had ag-
Eﬁvﬂf occupied almost all of

MAETE!HSF&HW bas

ouse a closer
association with humans than even’
the Starling. Wheras Starllngs can
be found in woods and forests some
distance from human habitation, the
House Sparrow s almost always
found close to farms, lowns, and
cithes, It uses bulldings for nesting,
B a pepular patron of backyard
feeding gtations and devours sceds
from weeds that floursih in open,
untended arcas,

The real heyday of the House

w in MNorth America was dur-
Ing the era of the horse drawn ear-
riage. Graln used to feed the horses
become a mainstay of the sparrow’s
diet. House Sparrows multiplied pro-
fusely during this time. They even-
tually incurred Lhe public's wrath
because of the unsightly and
voluminous droppings of their
roosting concregations.

Since the paszing of horse drawn
transport the House Sparrow  has
declined, but remeains one of our
mael commen birds.

A new challenge {o the prolific
House Sparrow hes pow arrived on
the scene however - the House
Finch,

The House Finch is a small bird,
slightly shorter and thinner than the
House Sparrow, but equally ag
gressive. Ils bill s thick, enabling it
to crack large seeds, and Lhe male of
Lhe species an attractive reddish
brent and (ace. There ls also & rorer
arange coloured variant,

House Finches, unlike their sue-
cessful avian iﬂun!grnnt precirsers,
the Starling and the House Sparrow,
were not  introduced from Europe.
They came instend from Westemn
Noarth America where lhey were,
and are, 8 common urban resident.

In 1940 a New York Clly pet store
wiolesaler brought House Finches
to the east to sell in the pet bird
frade. They werc released when
mithoritles became aware he was
denling in the 1I,'Iegnl aale of native
birds. Following pattern  [irst
eslablished almost n century earller
by the Slarling and the House Spar-
row, the House Finch spred ex-
poslvely - by 1980 It occupied
milahla habitat frnm Gﬁrrgln ar-r.'l
Alshama, northward
tarie and Wisconsin. 1 mueui m.:-
first Hume Finchea st my {eeders 1:1
the winter of 1984 - 1985, Inltially I
confused them wﬂh the closely
relaled and simila coloured Pur-
g: Finch, an l visitor from

a quick rnce al
Pﬂm; gl:ldn confirmed them gs
House Finches,

Since my first observation, Housa
fii;iitih“tn hn“!m?i:ﬂ Dmtfmglmtltlg

L] my rs,
slill do not appear oo a dally basis,
In spring ibelr canaryliks call can
now be heard in Halton Hilla, as

ra establish breeding territocies

the area, This call the attrac-
tive colour of lhe House Finch has
made {{ a welcome pew arrival
Whether lis popularity will flag in
future, gz Its numbers incrense, re-
malns to be seen,

Ancther unceriainly I3  whether
the advent of the House Finch will
crusé a decline in House Sparrow
Wﬂﬂlﬂ With similer cailng

and habitat mquimnentu the
mar'e ve the two may

" even :.r prevall,

£

- B73-1694

The Advocacy Centre for the Han-
dlcapped (ARCH) bas one another
victory {or the handiea, after ex-
termive research preparation
mmﬂd&tnthﬂmuinp:mmm
ttled to a disablility pension under
lluﬂmﬁn?mﬂmf* n.

E Against
WUDIJE

the odds
In 1981, a patlent in Lhe Mental

Hulth Centre al  Penetanguishene
had applied for CPP benefits as he
had made sufficent f:mlﬂhl.'ﬂnu to
the plan to render him ellgible and
he u.as suffering from a psychiatric
disabllity. In fact he had been com-
nﬁtl‘.t:d te Penetanguishene indefinit-
‘z; on the Lieutenant Governor's
arrant aller being found not guilty
of 2 crimina! effence by reason of in-
sanlly. His {nitial application was re-
jected by the CPP Disability Deter-
mination Board on the grounds that
he was not “'disabled” as that lerm
is used in the CPP gct.

Hin appeal to the CPP review com-
miltee was glso deniad, The n:.liem
himself, 'I:'L'I.I.Jd s¢e no logle In

on the one hand
red hirn fnsame and & danger
}':tmdi hln‘&m for the i fmndﬂ
a2 or pq.n'pnut n
CPP, on the other hand.

Prior to o hearing of the Penaion
Appeals Board, the final level of ap-
peal In the CPP scheme a settlement
was renched. The client recejved hils
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Safes K Lesung -« Complerr Parts & Seiwir g
318 GUELPH 5T . GEQORGE TOWN
1o+ 846 6858

= Acrylic Bath & Shower Umly
= Whripool Pedestaly

* Spn

= Yanities & Medicine Cabingls

8772293
453-8811

ROUSELL

P iy P Al g O

PLUMBING SHOWROOM

11 Armairong Ave., Geofgelown

pm.uinn payment retroactively from

Snerul serious guestion arcse ps
a result of this case and ARCH will
be pursulng tha followlng concerns:

1. The Disabllity termination
Board which mfolx: 28 doctors and
11 nurses, who at all appllca-
tlons from across Canada, does not
employ a single Fawhlnlrlat

2 IU appeared there was an al-
titudinal bias against psychiatric pa-
tients who were f guilty by
reason of [nsanily. One doctor on the
Board equa ed then with
e rs.” 1t {3 inapp te [or &

doctor charged with the responsibili-.

of m‘m u-ing individual applica-
ons be making *“‘policy deci.’
sions’ r‘!ﬂlrdlns eny group, closs or

peTsons,
1. A series of decisions from {he Pen-
sion Appeal Board indicates a
narrow  in relation of “‘disabili-
ty" in “confinement’ cases, They
argue that the person's illness 13 not
necesaarily “severe” as defined In
CPP legislation

Ask your stif how, logically speak-
ing. one's condition can be so severe
that one res maximum security
cordinement of an indefinite dura-
tHon and still be found to be

employable.
FREEZER FRENZY

Open 7 Days
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853-0101

5 Mt St ACTON

Free Dehvery
NOW AVAILABLE
AT DUR WMOORE

I RIO PARK STORE

VHS MOVIE RENTALS

Mon.-Thors. 99° 120 Maln SL K.
Thura.-Mon. '1.58 Grovgetown

Georgetown Lawn
& Garden Equipment

3 Armsirong Ave. B877-6686

Lawnmowers
Chainsaws
Reel Mower Grinding

Sarvice All Makes

see us for

10Me

. Whatever Your Need is
We've Probably Got i
_STINL_
HEHI'AI.S — EIII.EE — SERVICE
@G. COOPER
EQUIPMENT
BRENTALS LTD.

247 Armatrong Ave., Unit 3
CEORGETOWN

B77-5521 or 846-3374

ED. STEWART'S EQUIPMENT -

“YTHEDEALER"
JUNCTIOM HWYS 4B 25N ERIN

CERTIFIED SALES & SERVICE

e o Wi g |

el
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“We Service What We Selr”
{416} 457-5261
{618) 833-3818

gars

I HEE TIE

OF YOUR CHOICE

With The Purchase Of Axy

C

LONG SLEEVE DRESS SHRT

FREE PANTS

ONE PAIR OF YOUR EHOICE
With The Purchase Of Any

SPORTS JACKET

20% OFF

SHOATS & KMIT SHATS

50 OFF SUITS

S2be Explres Jung 20487
HURRY FDR S8EST SELECTIONM

supplies

UAILDCK

PAVERS and RETAINING WALLS

287 Armatrong Avo,
Goorgotown

453-1438

HGURS: Monday-Friday
B:00a.m.-8:00 p.m,

anturdoys
g:.00a.m.-1:00 p.m.

ASK ABOUT OUR SECONLS
AND DISCONTINUED LINES

To participate
in this special
feature, call
The Herald today
at 877-2201
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TUITMAN'S

QARDEN CENTRE & LANDSCAPING

Hwy 25+ 2 Km
South of Acton

853-2480

(AREA COOE 519}
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Kitchens

Dream Kitchens Designed
and Installed by Craitsmen

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

Norbram Cantire, Hwy. No. 7
BRAMPTON 456-2943
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‘Man's Wear

~OUTDOOR POWER:
£ EQUIPMENT =

HUSQVARNA = BOLENS
NISSAN OUTBOARDS
SKI-D00

SALES = SERVICE = PARTS
» RENTALS

81 GUELPH 5T., GEORGETOWN

Artisan.

‘windows and doors limilad

- ) I,.r""'r
For Quality

Products With
Expert Service

Call: 877-5413

or T.0: 846-6844
Limehouse

Ontarlo

DECORATIVE CEILING FAN-36"

o] Bawvi

# Polithed Brazs
# Antiqoe & While

9% <'
>’ 15% ~. * [Includet Light
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GERRIE ELECTRIC

WHOLESALE LYD.
317 Armatreng Ave., Erorpaiewn
B871-2204
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