Page 14 - HALTON INLLS OUTLOOK, Friday, June 19, 1087

Entertainment Outlook

A military coup could happen in Canada

It's chilllog the way two
apparently ted evenlz can
[orm a conjunciion which has the
gvm imaginable implications for

{ulure of the natlon. " i

Event number one: Publlc oplolon
palls thow :u i:.'llﬂlirﬂ [} cm[tn chDP
support, ra y thal
the next feder
In a three-way deadiock.

Event pumber two: After a close
and contentious election result in Fijl,
thel Commonwealth nation’s third-
ranking military leader staged a coup
which toppled the precarlous
government.

Now, I don't wish to provoke
public bysteris, and I would plead
wilh you fo remain calm. All the
game, the questlon must be
addressed: If & milltary coup can
take place In one Commonweszlth
oatlon, could the same fate befall
Canada?

Sloce none of Canada’s legitimale
ﬁumu:u seem concerned enough to

veslipate this dire possibliity, I
have had to launch the investigation
myself. I began by phoning the
bartender at the Leglon and posing
theauesunn polnt-blank: If the next
election ends In a deadlock, are the
Armed Forces conlemplatlng a coup?

He laugbed good-naturedly, told
me ool o worry and asked if [ would
like tobuy a Sea Cadets raffle ticket.

But you expect this sorf of secrecy
from Lhe milllary. Apd after further
Investigation I have reached a dark
conclusion: The highest echelons of
the Canadian Armed Forces have
already begun formulating plans in
the everit that the pext electlen
produces no clear-cut winner.

I the election ends in a three-way
tle, the milltary envislons several!
possible scenarios, the most
dangerous belog a violent argument
belween the party leaders alier Brian
Mulroney agrees to share power but
calegorically refuses to share closet-
space al 24 Sussex Drive.

Dixie Carter

the
election could result

In the turmoll that would ensue —
Brian fending off the others with a
broom while John and Ed demand
bitlerly to know how many pairs of
Guecls one man has a right to store —
the military belleves it would have no
cplion but to step in, In 3 Flji-style
I:nuf led by a less-than-senlor offlcer.

nslders speculate that this would
be Maj. alter Ablewhite, a
communicatiens afficer now
stalloned al CFS Gander. -

Although little-known to the
general public, Ablewhite is widely
respecied by his peers as a brilliant
miltlary tacllclan — It was
Ablewhile, for Instance. who
successfully argued agalnst a
proposed scries of recruitment
commercials based an the theme,
"Joln up and see how much fun baslc
training is'"".

He also made many friends during
his years alt Natlonal Delence
headquarters .in Ottawa, where he
was the popular organizer of the
olilce hockey pools.

Although detalls remain shadowy,
it 1s belleved that the coup ilsell
would . reftect Ablewhite's relaxed
and low-key style. (As one colleague
putlt, “Thisls a puy who makes Fred
Davls look controversial.”")

In order not lo alarm the public
with a show of milltary force.

Ablewhite and a dozen hand-picked

men would lake the bus lo 24 Sussex
Drive. Upon arrival, Ablewhile's men
would engage the RCMP securlly
personnel in a friendly discusslon
about the Blue Jays' chances ol
winning the pennant, while the major
himsell would knock polllely at the
front door on the pretext of asking for
a glass of waler.

Once inside the halls of power,
Ablewhite would quickly neulralize
the three parly leaders — perhaps by
locking (hem temporarily In the
closet ~ and pre-empt Fraggle Rock
with a {elevised announcement that
Canada was under a state ol martial
law.

This, of course, Is where things
would get nasly.

Under martlal lav: Canadians
would lose the right to congregate in
numbers larger than the Alberta
Liberal Party.

The milltary would assume strict
control of the medla — Knowllon
Nash would be required to conclude
cach newscast with a reminder lo

oung Canadians that the Armed
orces are a great place to start, and
The Journal would often be pre-

Won’t sugarcoat truth

HOLLYWOOD (NEA) — The way
Dixie Carter figures it, il her tonsils
weren't taken oul when she was a “lit-
tle bitty girl,” loday she'd be belting
out "La Traviata” at the Met instead
of beling out jokes on “Designing
Women.”

“Hall of one side of my throat was
cut cut. With all that scar tigsue, I've
never been able to sing the way |
probably might have. But T still love
Lo sing,” she says. During hiatus from
her critically acclaimed CBS series,
Carter performs a well-received cab-
arct act in Los Angeles clubs.

“Designing Women" waa almost
canceled this season after the net-
work, In search of higher ratings,
maved it from one time slot to anoth-
er. The comedy about four Atlanta in-
terior designers Ilnally settled back
into its original and envlable position
after the powerhouse "“Newhart” on
Monday nights.

While the critles lavishly pralsed

the show for its depictlon of strong- -

minded, sharp-tongued, independent
career women, a minority felt there

was an yncomfortahle anli-male bias |

to the chow.

Carter Insists the show provides

equal epportunity loathing of every-
body and everythlng. Carter says that
creator and executive producer Linda

Oeor aﬁwn
Market
Place

Bleodworth-Thomasaon, “picks on ev-
crybody. E‘.ver}-hndf- gets his fair
share of gricf. We plck on each other
as freely as everybody else. My hus-
band says that the anly men who are
Roing Lo find this show olfensive are
insecure in their own masculinity.
Anybody whe Lhinks this show is pick-
ing on him is just supersensitive.”

Her husbard is the respected aclor
Hal Holbrook. They met while shoot-
ing a TV maovie In 1980 and married
four years later.

As Carter recalls, it was not Jove at
first sight. "He obviously noliced |
Wwas a woman... and that annoyed him.

“I liked him, but I was intimidated
by him.
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empled by wvidcotapes ol ‘the
Snowblrds.

And, of course, a sirlct curfew
would be imposed — any cltlzen found
oa the slreets alfter midnight would be
confronted by disapproving seldlers,
who would encourage him Lo go home

and r{er. o good night's rest, and warn
him thal no one likes a sleepy-head.
It's chilling, all right. But Il has
glready happened In Fijl and we must
nat et ourselves pretend It could
never happen here,
in other woids, it's up lo us {o

unite behind ene polltical party and
make sure that the nex! clection ends
In a declsive, u_ndisputfd victory.

The message to Canadians has
neverbeen xo clear.
in'88, vole Rhino.
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'BENJI’S BACK!

In the most exciting adventure

of his life!
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“AN EXUBERANTLY
COMIC MOVIE.”
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FATHER’S DAY SPECIAL

All Fathers attending the show on Sunday. June 211
will be admilted FREE OF CHARGE




