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No happy moments
for Grit Party

there {s one political comment
that should be swallowed with a
of salt — not elmply a grain -
I's this one from the lps of Liberal
John Turner about the
Lake arcord: 'The

public debate the better.*
Well, if Liberal MPs and senators,

along riy officials
and 1

mere

Turmner would welcome more f"
debate. But, considering what this
El.rtiml.ln.r debate has done to him so
ar, [t's well nigh imposaible to im.
agine why he might want moreof it,

In his more prayerful momeats, I
suspect he is pleading for silence. As
a party leader, the Meech Lake con-
stitutional accord has brought him
nolthing but trouble, He can't
much Joy from watching the
popularity of the Mul govern-
ml lu:lnhll: Ifri':ﬂm wﬂetu{ ﬂ';e ﬁc_

when popularity o is
Liberal opposition party is tumbling
even [aster,

It's an oddity for an oppostion par-

Ottawa
Report

By Slewart H!q:l_.rfd

You may have noliced that, in the
last Gaollup Poll, the Tm*ium“ e
two percentage points w =
tame aftler Liberals had an
eariler poll a.na:ﬁul by compulers
and were told t, if an election
were held then, there would likely be
a minority NDP government.

Make no mistake, these are not

times for the Liberals.
en, for instance, was the last

time yout heard of a (ederal ﬁﬁmm ;
m

ecutive writing to MPs g
to su their leader? The mere
fart that Liberal President Michel
RHobert felt such & lelier was
doesn't do much for the
lemder's image.
NOT FIRST
If the division over Lhe Meech
Lake accord was the first for the 40-
member Libera! caucus, It wouldn't
reflect Bfuu ﬂ:nﬁng;uuit;igm uuﬂ“Hr,
Turner. But 5 on
I!ni:nmuf{mtlwiudﬂmtwaa

an division when the Commons
voled on cruise-missile testing.

It's wvirtvally Impossible for a
pitlcal’ parly to publicly disagree
on anﬁl'llingﬂ:.[iumut the question of

p arislng,

The conslitulional secord i3 par-
toulorly divisive because of the in-
volvement of former prime minlater

Trudeau, who detests the
document and still has a sizeable
number of devoled followers in the
[:nrti' When Mr. Trudeau went
public with some simling eriticism
of the accord, the smoldering discon-
tenl within the Liberal caucus began
exploding inlo the n. Ri
the caucus is talking about little

One scssion, dominated by Mr.
Turner’s pleas for party unity in sup-
of the sccord, went on for flve

. Far [rom achieving success,

lhe discusslons seemed to widen the
cracks, And, unfortunately, they ape
generally along groups of Liberal
MP3 have been meeling privately lo
discuss the accord and while lhere
are automalic denlals about leader-
ship being al issue, there is no ?um-
iﬁd the subject is never far from

Some MPs, Including several who
sloutly supporied the leader at last
November's conventlon, were
furious when Mr. Turner said
Liberals would be amend.-
ments (0 the accord, but if they were
defeated, the party would suppeort

YWay.

“And that" aaid ote yunha 'y

Grit, “is the same as lelling 1

Bvernment not Lo pay any attention .

to our amendments -~ we'll support
you come bell or high water.” -

The comment clearly played
havoc with parly morale,

FURIOUS EFFORTS
A rier who called cvery
Liberal it convinced a majority
dﬂlﬂnuﬂ?ﬁcmunmrdu L ex-
Ists. But Mr. Twmer disngrees. He
Q" only aboutl 10 of Lthem are oppoa-

But even for a lepder to admit that
a quarter of his caucus disagrees
with his position s singulary uncom-
mon ko Canadlan politica.

And we're lalking only of elected
MPs here. When you get to the
Liberal-dominalsd Senate, many of
whose occupenls were pul there by
Flerre Trudesu, the opposition Is
&ven)  stronger,

ght now,
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Bog Jones perfect
toreplace President

By CHRIS
CARLISLE

I know Lheo ect replacement for
Ronald Heagan, The candidnte is
tough, knowledgeable and has
stamina plus. It's Bulldog Jones, my
grandmother,

It was walching Reagan on t.v.
that triggered the idea. A friend
canmen on what a job Reagan
was doing, considering his age. |
sald Grandma, who's 87, outdid him
In every categary.

Bufldog Jones wasn't always
Bulidog Jones. She used to be Grand-
ma Jones to us; Maggie Jones to her
pecrs, But this tmas somebod
made a diplomatic faux pas that rif-
ed her ba ri;..:m:u:l Grandma, bangin
ber fist on dining room table sa
encugh was enough. she was gelting

“No more Grandma Jones! It's
Bulldog Jones from now on,"

Bultdog went on a couple of days
later to pﬂl:'y Santa al a gathering of
100. The original Santa, & hearty 7.
yearold didn’t show and none of the
‘mmger, more [it males were will-

tadon the beard and persona,

Grandma-I can't keep her calllng
ber  Bulldeg, it doesn't ceem
ﬁﬂ:ﬂlﬂ-ﬂhﬂﬁd her colors ond

jed to the resue. She's good In an
emeT y sltuation, a necessity for
ldent. She charmed all” the

iddles—okay maybe she scared a
tﬁi&-ﬂlﬂ pleased every ndult,

-nharisma, savolr falre-all assels
lor a president,

She’s a hard-worker, Not alraid to
get her handa wet or dirly. When she
relred at 635, she become a llve-in
babysitier for a select clicntele who
needed someone to stay with thelr
kids while they wenl whereever, She
stopped that around age M because
she wanted to have o llllrc fun.

Then she took up ~the kind
with a cueand the wel kind. Before
heading off to the senlors’ pool hall,
she'd swim a mile every ‘morning.
From there Il was bowling, or lodge

meetings or Bingo or just shopping,
riding the urdermuwi rails ﬁkmﬂe

TIC. She has nonstop energy and
cuiosity, She insists she wants to
leamtowaterski.

She can't sit still, She repapers her
d.inlr:gﬂ at least once every six
months, If she's Tndrl ’ﬂupmltﬁi:em
carpet, she's painting ichen.
The woman is a dynamo.

When 1 was E;!ﬂi}ﬂtﬂﬂﬂ mlh:i-'cat
six years ago, umped at the o
porfunity to drive out with me. Sheiu:!'
never seen the Rockles and although
it meant she'd have to =it in the front
of n Vega for six days, she was all for
the adventure. I have to admit [ felt
n whole lot safer travellng across
Canada with her as coplliot,

The woman has grit and patlence.
Not once in the entire trip did she
ask me lo slop to use ladies'
Toam of {or a coffee, or to stop and
sightsee. I'd ask her if she wanted to
stop soon and ghe was ac-
commodating all the way. Whatever
1 wanted; whenever | wanted, 1 was
the driver and she'd adjust to my
schedule. A Ident like this would
endear berself to many,

Bul she also knows when to stand
tough. One nighlt a year ago on a
Toronlo, bus the driver was arguing
wilh a teenager who waa refusing to

y his (are, The driver wasn't mov-

the bus untll he paid. Grandma
Eod riled and up lto the guy,
telling him to get off the bus-he was
holding everyone up and the driver
wasn't moving untll he paid so he
better pay up or get off.

When Grandma, who is S-{oot-otie
or 50, gela » look out. No pussy
footin umu::n:ﬁnyr her. The guy lum-
ed ana ran and away they wen!,

This weman reads the morning
popera every day and knows every
slde to every issue She's no slouc
when Il comes to politics and soclal
lssues. She wants a return of the lash
for rapists. Forgel throwing ithem in
ail, Give them the lashes rub salt in
t. That'll make them think twice,

For all this toughness, she's a
woman of love and will olways toke-
time oul from her busy schedule of
dalng pushups on the Hving room
floor or ecnlertaining us with her
singing and danclng and kibilzing, to
help out someone In need. Without o
thought for hersell, she's nursed sick
and dying {rlends and relallves and
runs immodlately and unselfishly to
the aid of anywuic in trouble.

She'd make n {lne leader. Start the
E;\-u now. Bulldog Jones for presi-
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Going back
- toschool

EMTOR'E NOTE: Georgetown
District High School studenis are not
all leenagers. Some ure malure
puplls, reluming to school, The
following Is an essay by one adull
ahoul the experiences of golng bock
toschool,
By NELLIE SCHREIBER
llerald Special

It was a challenge to be able to po
back toschool.

We worrled obout getting throu
the fear of moving around the halls
between all the teenagers., We had
questions like: What will they think
of us, coming back to school? Do
they think that we invade thelr ter-
ritory? How wlll the teachers react?

When | storted those questions
WOIe R0On answrr.l Ve baean aelt
comfortoble and at home in our own
AL, class, ALP. stonds for
“Mdult Leamers” Progrom'. We
had o nlee variely of ages oand
backgrounds and we fitled  well
tngm%rr. We shared thoughls and
oplnions as we became more
fomiliar toone anather.

i came inlo Ao program that had
olrcady started a couple of weeks
earlier, | was interested in the sub-
jeet of French. You mighl wonder
why. The simple reason is. 1 meet so0
many people, who ore French, and
here | am, with my mouth full of
teelh, nel able to put to use all that I
learned years ogo. When we are

holidaylng., we always come across .

a lot of French speaking people. You
might call it curiosity, Yes, I am
curious. Can this knowledge be
made practical?

‘I called the number available in
the Halton Board of Education to in-
guin: aobout updating my cducation.
oming from Europe, 1 did have the
equivalent of Grade 10, since we only
have six junior grudes overscas. We
started French in the fifth grade and
when we came into high school, the
were going very fast over all they
had learned already. That is six
E‘?;r: that 1 was exposed to the

nch language. 1 was disap
“pointed after my call to {ind out that
the night classes never got o start,
but at the eame time [ was told that a
special adult class was golng dally,

I was Invited tn come In and meet
the group and Lhe teacher. [ did go
the next day and met the people, but
1 felt very unsure about starting all
day. What aboul all my olher ae-
tivitles?

I went one Friday, very hesitantly,
to see what It was about. At the end
of the day I had already made up my
mind: T was really cﬁning fo try. We
had a terrific teacher [ must tell
you! She encouraged us, was en-
thuslastic hersell and very helpful.
The sublects we had together were
English, Mathematics, Computer-
data entry and some typing and
employment  skills. My husband
naticed also a big difference in me, |
was enthusiastic and determined.

| am happy lo be here and have
mutde rome new friends. After the
first semester, we had on opportuni-
ty (o choose the subjects we wanied,
The consequences were that  we
were all going different wavs. Some
chose  Geography, Law, Typing,
sociclogy, Arts, Hiology and Family
Studies. Now we were going to go in
with the hlgh schon! students In their
classes. This was another big thing
for us. We were anxious, byt we soan
Bol psed 1o it And the strange
teacherst Tt is a full lead and we
found out thal homcwork is not
always casy to find ttme for. But if
the will s there, you find o way and
we Just did that.

We are all lvoking forward to the
carcfree summer holidays, but | bet
when summer is over, we will be
happy lo goback ngaln,
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