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A tight squeeze

The recent fire involving rows of new housing in
Morkham raises gquestions about medern building prac-

tices. '

An Investigation has focused on the lack of water
pressure in the fire hydrant at the Markham site. Here in
Halton Hills, Fire Chief Bill Cunningham said his depart-
ment will be working more closely with Halton Region to
ensure there are no problems with our water supply.
Water is a Regional responsibility.

Chief Cunningham believes

new subdivisions should

have either a vacant lot or a brick house at every seventh

house to provide a f{ire break.

We'd go even further than that. _
Today the price of land is expensive and builders have
been constructing new homes so that they're aimost on top

of one another.

New homes today have roof overhangs where the eaves
are less than 10 feet from a neighboring property.

Building houses so close together is only asking for trou-
‘ble. The Markham fire shows how quickly and how damag-
ing a blaze can be when buildings are constructed with lit-

tle space between them.

Therc is a greater chance of a fire spreading further and
faster in new subdivisions. What good is it enforcing fire
codes, upgrading fire retardant materials and installing
smoke alarms if we continue to build homes so close

together?

Apart from the fiasco with the water pressure being low,
the Markham tragedy illustrates why homes shouldn't be

built so close together.

Take another look

The Georgetown hospital board’s reply to town council
didn't offer any olive branches to a disgruntled bunch of

councillors,

Last week, board Chairman Bob Clipsham responded to
a request to open board meetings to the public.

The board's answer amounted to a flat no. The board
justifies keeping to the status quo by quoting a report
which found 70 per cent of hospitals in Ontario also hold

closed door meetings.

However, the board also indicates it would work with
councillors to *'...deal with items which they can report
publicly " A letter also mentions the chance of producing a
periodic Board report for use by local newspapers.

But the hospital board could have gone further in easing
the concerns some council members have with the tight-

lipped policy.

The hospital is entering a new period of community in-
terest in the facility and how it is run. Most of the reasons
for the increased awareness can be atiributed to the case

of a

popular doctor whe lost his hospital privileges May 7.

The hospital has good doctors, dedicated nurses and

hard-working administrators.

‘public relations gap.

But there is a Erowing

People in the community, the media and town council
would like to know more aboul events and happenings at

the hospital.

That doesn't mean that people are looking for mistakes

the hospital has made.

By openly publicizing more news events at the hospital,
the board is letting the community know it is a part of the
institution. We believe people are eager lo hear about the
good things the hospital has to offer.

This will make it easier when the hospital plans fund-
raising events to expand services which benefits the town,

Being selective about information and carefully timing
news releases isn't ultimately the best way (o improve
relations with town council and others.

The Board needs to take another look al how it can acom-
modate those wanting to know more about happenings at

the hospital.

Rainy days and Mondays

Poor Russ Hamilten of Guelph

Street In Geergelown,
He had whot could be locsely

lermed 0s a bad day Monday. The
victim of on injury called
paratrooper's heel, Mr. Hamillon is
temporarily hobbling on crutches.

Editor's
notebook

By Dave Howney

While vislting a doctor in
downtown Georgelown his car was
ticketed on a back street for being il-
legally parked, Mr. Hamillon claims
he wasn't aware of any “no pork-

* slgns on the slreel. That
take cost him $5.

Then, a bit laler in the day, he
went inte a restaurant at o Guelph
Street ploza for a coffee with his
wile.

He decided to use n handicapped

gpace because of his injury
and the effort it takes to move on
crulches. This time he was hit with a
$25 tickel. Some days you just can’t

win.

Pat Woode of the Physically Han-
dicapped " Cilizens Association soid
Mr, Hamiltan could have purr:rim:iied
a temporory handlcapped permit for
$1 at the town office. All It tokes is a
verification note from a doctor.
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Remember the good old days? If

you do, and want to leam more

the Esquesing
iz holding its June
olsdale F’!.Flnn rear

about the ast,
Historical Societ
10 meeting at
Ealllnafad.

There will be o Pol Luck supper
and & lour around the set of the
television series The Campbells. If
you' ¢ never loured the Scotsdale
formm aren, don't miss the chance.
11’3 ¢: ¢ of the nices places ot be dur-
ing o - ummer sunset stroll.

An il you wanl te become a
mem: «r of the historical society,
send in your $6 to PO, Bex 5,
Georgetown L7G 4T,

Finnpl counts have come in [rom
the 1986 Census by Stalistlcs
Canadn.

For Halton Hegion, our population
has grown from 253,883 in 1981 tn
27,389 in 1986. Thot's o 0.8 per cent
INCTense.

What's really shocking aboul all of
this is that Holten Hills has grown by
only 360 people in Lhe past five years.
The town population stands ol 35,570
in 1986 or a 1.1 per cent Increase.
Milton has grown by 14.1 per cenl
tduring the same time and Oakville
by 15 per cent. Burlinglon, by com-
parison, has only Increased by 1.8
per cent.

Overall, Voughn, Ontarlo is the
fastest growlng municipality in
Cannda. It doubled its growth rale,
to 119.2 per cent.

A Campbelleville man is taking
Halton lle;l(lnn te small claims
court In Mlllen today (Wednesday)
for $142.52. That's what IL cosl Ted
«an der Veen lo have the front end
of hi= 1984 Rabblt re-aligned after
hitting a pothole on the Guelph
Line just north of Highway 401 lasi
November.

Minlstry of Transpertation
studles have found Halton roods lo
be In poor, shane, calling them On-
tario’'s worst.

Mitterand has easy act to follow

Whew, French Preslden! Francois
Mitlerrand has come and gone and,
miracle of miracles, nobody secms
wflended.

Well, not seriously offended. [t
wouwld be unrealistic to expeet an
French president or premler to wvisit
this country withoul somebody,
srnewhere, wishing he had saild
something else, done something ¢lse
or smiled somewhere else.

If T were the president of France, |
would place Canada ant the bottom of
the list of places to visit. Come Lo
think of it, Mr. Mitlerram! probahly
did. His jus{-concluded officla) visit
was Lhe [irst to Canada by o French
president since General de Gaulle
roared ""Vive le Queobee Hbre' in
1967,

That was nol a hoppy occasion,

And, in the meantime, we have ha
nearly 20 yenrs of constant frrita-
tions involving the (Mtawan-Poris-
Quebec Cily triangle —~ much of it
decidedly slily, some of it the stuff of
toddlers,

It reached its peak of nbsurdity
duripg the heady days of the Partl
Quebecois fovernment, when then-
premier Hene Levesgue gol enor-
mous enjoyment out of being treated
like n hend of state in Paris. Actusl-
lv, the enjoyment probably came
mare from Ottawn's {urlous reac
tin, Pierre Trudeay, as prime
minisler. did not chuckle much

F“
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about this which, in tum, probobly
made Mr. Levesque chuckie o great
geal more,

Anyway, the game developed into
n bizarre spectator sport, the object
being to see which government, the
federn! or provincial, got the best
ircatmend by Frunce. We counled
the number ‘of 1rips to the varous
capltals, who spent the most lime
with the various leaders, whose red
carpel was tongest,

And, of course, we hung on every
word [or o hint of favorilism

BIG CHANGE

Mind you, 1this has changed
dramatically since the election of
the Boursssa government in Quebec
and the Mulroney government in Ot-
tawn. As they say in burenucrutese,
relationships between Canada and
France have been 'normulized.”’

But old habits die hard, And when
President  Mitterrand  took  the
mge and came to Conado, he pro-

y knew [ull well hin__triE wold
represent a study in the behavioral

sclences, Every sentence would be
serulinized, every nuance Inler-
peted and, in 8]l probabllity,
misinterpreted,

Admiltedly, General de Gaulle en-
sur<d that Mr. Mitterrand had o
fairly easy act to lollow, All he had
to do was say “'Vive Je Coanada® -
which he c¢id - and he -wos
gearanteed a sltanding ovation -
which he got.

Becuyuse he sald thls in Parlia-
ment, and becpuse he didn't say
anything offensive to anyone, his 40-
minute speech gol rave reviews, not
io mention headlines, What was hap-
pily overlooked was the fact that, as
speeches go, thls one Yisted sharply
toward boredom.

Bul, yes, there was the odd com-
plaint. Several Montreal
MWS noted, with a touch of

disappointment, thal during the en-

lire 40 minutes, Mr. Mitterrnod
didn't once mention Quebec, Tut,

tut

it didn't take long for the visiting
president lo correcl any miscencep-
lions that might hove arisen over
this. The next day he wes in the
Quebec leglslature, and not once did

he utter the word Canada.

One commentater in Quebec Cily
noted thal the camera um;i_e in the
logislature didn't always focus on
o -- but then there

was no Quebec flag anywhere in the

the Canadian flag

~

Citizens’ forum

Does death penalty work?

Denr Sir:

There is only one
needs to be answe during the
death  penally  debate: does il
work? Is Caopital Punishment a
general deterent? Nat  withstan-
duf'hlrﬂ-l the vlfﬁ]r&ullmrim: of the puhl!T_

experta by In lorge saoy nn, it
does not deler.

Does it ephnnce the moral fibre
of Canadian sociely? Some of us
might disagree, but the majority of
our moral leaders say It
diminishes our moral stondard

Can the death of one persen
atone for the death of another? No
It can not, Nothing can.

Can we say that the majority of
“Informed” wvolers f(avour the
return of this measure? A recent
Gallop poll showed, that since
there has been discussion en this
issue over the past six months,
these wanting the retum of the
denth pepalty hoave significontly

more Lhis debate becomes
public and people are informed of
the facls, the more Canadians will
see Lhe futility of the death penaity.
Can fimst degree murderers be
rehabilitated? 1 and my organizo-
lon have over the years worked
with many mem who have
murdered, inciuding some
originally senlenced o die. We
know frem our experience that
many can go on to become respon
gible cilizens. Surely a mark of o
civillzed and progressive country
is to be abel to turn around some of
these who hove commilted the
most despleable of acts.

uestlon that

Yours sincercly,

Jeff Wilbee

Director: Community ttclatlons
St. Leonard's Society of Canada

MPs concerned
over VIA changes

EDITOR'S NOTE:
letter., aoddressed
Minister of Transport John
Croshie, WA sl it (ed far
biication In the Herald.
r Minister:

We the undersigned Members of
Parlament conlinue (o be concern-
ol about the Frnpuscd changes in
the VIA Hail schedule on the
Toronlo-Georgetown, Guelph, Kit-
chener, Stratford, London route.

The “frnpusm[ changes were an-
nounced withou! consultation with
the wvery groups established Lo
discuss such matters.  Further,
there was no attempt beforchand
to meel with the mayors of the -
municipalities invelved or the
transgartuﬂnn people  of  the
municipalities o see il there was
any way in which local srovices
could be used to help facilitate nnd
promote V1A Hail servics.

it would appear to us that no ac-
count has n loken of the

poplulation growth in the area, the
ceonamie activity of the area and
the market opportunities
presented by the arva. VIA Rall
seems Lo know how o cul cosis but
they have not investignted in any

The [followlng
i  the [lederal

busipess-like way the other side of
the ledger, namely how lo Incrense

Income.
As members of Parliament for

the regions Involved, we urge you

to instruct VIA Rail to delay the

changes uniil our local llalson com-

mittees and (ransportation

authoritics have had lime to

discuss these matters fully with

VIA Rail in an efflort to increase
ridership and reduce costs.

Yﬂuﬂﬁiﬂtﬂt]ﬁ};.

Harry Brightwell, b.P.

SR Perth

Jehn MeDermid, M.P.

Bramplon-Georgetown

Waller McLean, P.C..M.P.

Walerloo

John Heimer, M .P.

Kitchener

William C. Winegard, M.P.

Guelph

10,440 residents
took ‘challenge’

Dwear Slr:

(n behall of our department | [
would like to take this opporlunily lo
thank 10,440 resldents of Hallon Hills
wha supported the Participaction
(hallenge, May 27th.

Special thonks are owing to the
Willlam Neilson Company I[.imlted
for their contributlon of telephone
lines, stall from York That ¥,
Josie Sargent who volunieered her
time to answer the nes, sporls
groups, schoals and the local medin
wha gnve us coverage and support.

Joanne Wilson
Heereation and Parks Department

In your opinion

WILIL.TAM BEM™N-
NETT: “It's not bad
now. | wear shorts
pnid  light tops and
look ot the women.
Yesterday wos very
very hol. Look ol the
sunburn 1 got. We're
sloying in the base-
men where U8
conl,'’

COLLEEN

and
WEOT
shirts so |
gwreal os

feel hotter.”

CUMM- ) ) Iy ¥
INGS: "l wear block
swenlshirts,
baggy sweal-

much, If
you wear while, you

—

B
. . i
vl "

MAKIIYOUN:  “iU's
[ greal. I've just come
out of the poal, w0 1
don't mind # a1 all.
P've been swimming
every hull bour. As
spon as I'm dey, 'm
inagain.™

don't we'll

Are you coping with the heat?

PALILL
il-'llm

fnundland. In
dead

wesither, T pet nut of
the house, drink lots
of juice and woear my
shorts, Duon't just lie
nround  or
die,'"

e

LAX-
I love

IHAWKINS: COHINNE
from New. TON: “Finpe,
the il. We've been
whiting six months
for this and {t's [Inal-
Iy here, [ huve no
camplaints - ab-
solutely none. '

of  summer
gel 30 degree

you  just

Dilawa visit. Falr |s {air,

As t:p‘;ﬂdnlstnnl ri:min:u-rs that he
was ng only 28 hows In
Quebec during his five-day visit, the
president had a ready answer. He
would be back in Quebec City this
fall for the [rancophone summil.

STILL SPEC.AL

1 suspect that the president's
Canadian speeches were wriften,
rewrilien and re-rewritten before he
ever mounted s podium. He'd be ful-
Iy aware fo the consequences of, say,
referring o Quebec as a nation or a
country; or plﬂd:ﬁ Mr. Bourzssa's
name ahead of Mr. Mulroney, or
vice-versa,

On Lthe olther hand, he could not ig-
nore the reality of Quecbec being a
largely French-speaking province
that has always had a nalural affinl-
ty with France,

His remaorks were  beaulifully
crafted. "I want to realfirm tonight
the importance and value France at-
laches to Lhis relationship, a frater-
nity which transcends daries,
wilhnuttiliuwring them."'"

HL; It h;;:ad of Quebec being “p
special place” - on  expression
which would oiffend no one. And he
also mentioned there should be a
“ucw  encounter’”  belween Quebec
and France. Slnce thal could mean
anything to aonybody, it was also

e.

Naturally, after uslng the word
“special'” in the France-Quebec con-
text, the president had lo assure a
Toronlo news conference this didn't
mean French trade would be steered
oway [rom olher provinces,

This being Canada, such clarifiea-
toins are oalways necessary, r-
ticularly after the president [l:lud
complimented Montreal'’s business
community. Compliments, like
federal government contracts, have
to be spread evenly.,

In fact, Mr. Mitterrand did such a
good job of keeping things even that
ope Mantreal newspaper called the .
visil “spledidly ordinary.™

And, for a French president
visiting Canada, there can be no

Peter Canham and Barbara
Alcott were named best high school
cadets by Lt-Col, J.R. Barber at the
annual Georgetown High School
ﬂ&;ﬂdctﬂltnspectlﬂn and march held in

I:ifft Charles Best, co-discoverer of
irsulin .and head of the famous
Hanling-Best Institute ot the Unlver-
sity of Toronto, just retumed from
an lenglhy lectiure tour to spend a
few days with his sons, Sandy at
Greenock Form in the outskirts of
Georgetown.

Donna Moe Campbel of Inglewood
married Floyd (Bud} Varey on June
1. The new Mrs. Ve was given
two showers by Mrs. Sleven
and Mrs, Dennus Wright and by Lou
Kline of Brmmplon.

Mrs. G. Somervill, Acton was re-
clected  president of the Hallton
Women's fIostitutes at the 56th
District Annoual meeling in
Rallirafad United Church.

15 years ago

Georgetown celebrates ils 50th
anniversary wilth three days worlh
of celebrations. The festivities begin
wilth a beer garden al the armoury
on Friday and end with a fireworks
display at the fairgrounds on Sun-
day.
The Georgetown Sluggers clubbed
the Gophers in the T-ball league
27-25. Mike Doucette and John Scott
siood out as Slugger top hitlers.

The University Women's Club had
a successful k sale on the
weekend., Eleanor Langdon was
elecled 48 president of the new ex-
ccutlve with Donna Denison and
Shirley Scolt serving as first and se-
ot vice-presidents.

Mr. and Mrs. David Hurran
colebraled their 50th wedding .an-
niversary on Sunday. Attending the
mlubmﬁ;m were their two youngest
grand-children Derek a Brent
Presswood.

10 years ago

Hopeful ticket holders crowded
Memorial Arena last week for Lhe
ielecast of the Wintario Draw.
Memorial was the first Ontario
arema to be restored {rom Wininﬁn
grants. There were no apparent win-
ners ameng the crowd.

Fourteen Georgetown Athleles
will compete in the OFSAA Track
and Field Chomploaships in Sud-
buH this weekend. Some of the
Athletes who performed well at the
regional meet in Brantford include
Inn Clark In the 1500 and 3000 metre
ruees nndchel Jurgml* Girhi? I;EI[EII
squad of Ha ulan, Me
McLaren, e:::h:r Clarke and
{laire Galbralth placed second In
the 4 X 100 metre race.

Twenty-three track and field
mecords  were set  at  Centennlal
Public School’s annual meel., Chris
Zilio won the Junior Glrls hurdies
and Linda Ferguson won the Senlor
Girls hurdles.

o years ago
Eleven scouls served as extras for
8 Jopancse televislon oduction
last weok. The fllm, Viva Canada, is
about o Shiba dog named Goro. Ap-
ring In the [ilm from the
ﬁlimﬂ’ ad, First, Fourth and Eighth
Georgetown scout troups were Jelfl
Walker, Tristan Sones, Ga Butl-
well, Jimmy Clark, Scoit McLean,
Michael McMurray, Greg Balratow,
Terry Dryden, Scolt Webb, Cralg

Osatchuk nnd Andrew Soward.

Acton wag left off the map, literal-
ly, in an Ontario map released by Lhe
Ministry of ‘Transportation, headed
by Halton MP t. James Snow.




