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By BEY ECCLES

An accurate sclf-assessment is the
{irat step In any effective job search.
Before you stari your job search Lhis
summer, lake o look at who you are
and the skills you have to offer an
employer.

It is Important to develop a
itive ailitude when it comes lo
job search. Looking for work can

be very chul[tnginf and sometimes
frstrafling. Even though you may
be regarded as ‘young' and Cinex-
perienced’, you do have skills, I is
those skills that you have to market
lo employers. To sell your skills ef-
feetively, vou need to know yourself
and feel good aboul yoursell,

Self-assessment  invelves  three
steps: ol knowing yoursell, bl know-
ing your skill level and ¢ knowing
what type of job you want.

To slart, take o look at yoursell.
Whal do you like and dislike about
voursell? What sort of things do you
like to do - hobbies, sports, clubs?
What is your past work or volunlieer
cxperience”  Whal s sour  school
rocord Jike? What schoo! subjects do
you do well in? Are {hese the sub-
jeels you like the most? What [yvines
of challenges do you bike? What are
your short and long term poals”

These are just some of the quues-
tions vou can ask yoursell to learm o
little more about the v of person
you are. Relate the guestions  to
varioas areas of your bife - educa-
Liomy, volinteer work, posd work sl
lewsure. Ask family nueentsers 1o help
vou with the questions smee they can
awll perspuvtive o vour  personal
prafile

Start up loans
made available

More than 80 stodenls hoave ap-
plied to the Ontario Mipistry of Skills
Development this year for inlerest
[ree Slart Up loans o operate sum-
mer businesses.

In announcing the figurs for sum-
mer job programs, Skills Develop-
ment Minister Gregory Sorbara said
the number of Start Up applications
lo date is I7 per cent abeve the tolal
for 1986. is  year's application
deadline is June 13.

Start Up is one of four Ministry
programs  projecled to  provide
&2,000 summer jobs for young people
age 15 to 24, A lolal of $45.1 million |5
being spent by the province to creale
new summer jobs amd to provide
work experience [or younyg peaple.

Mr. Sorbarn said ““These jobs give
our young people the opportunily to
get the ono-the-job training and ex-
perience they need lo easily make
the transillon from school Lo wark.

“Start Up encourages young eon-
trepreneurs who may be creating
the new jJobs f{or fomorrow’s
workforce. Small business, which is
fueled by the entrepreneurial spirit,
alpeady employs most of Onlade’s
"workforce, ond it Is o growing sector

inpur economy. "’ :

The $3000 Start Up loans are
ovallable to studenls who are 5
years of age or over. They must
draw up business plans to be approy-
o by local Cham ol Commerce,
and the loans, which ore handled by
branches of The Royal Bank, musi
be pald in full in the fall,

The fargest of the Minlstry pro-
grams 8 the Ontarie Summer
Employment Pregram under which
employers who provide new jobs for
young people, receive $1.25 an hour
to offset the wages of cach youth
hired.

At the end of April, 13,500
employers had applied o the pro-

, 6,000 more than last year. To
g 39,000 jobs have been approved
for wage subsid s
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Now consider the various skills
that you have to offer, Skills con
usually be transferred from job teo
job 50 look at your pasl experiences
very carcfully. Are you accustomed
to working unsupervised? Have you
had experience working with
children, the elderly or any wother
special target groups? Do you have
any specizl certificates or licences
such as first aid, CPR, Hieguarding,
computer, babysitling, machinery
skills, driver's licence?

MNow Lhut you have faken lime lo
develop your own personal prolile |l
is ume (o Jook at what lype of job you
wint, Whal sort of things arc you
pood gl or that you have an interest
in” Hefer back 1o your personal pro-
file 1o help with this question. If vou
could pick any type of swnmer jub,
whuit would you mosl like 1o da? 10
vour  answer o this queston s
"‘anything” it is hime Lo go back a few
seps and be more specilic. Decide
what your first and sccomd  job
choices would be amd what type ol
cxperience you wanl to gain from
your summer job,

Are you Jusl intercsted o owage
levels or do vou wanl te gain ex-
perience in the working wurld? It 15
impertant  to kevp everything  in
perspective when i1 comes 1o the job
search. I you are looking for an
W10 por hour glamourous job, then
vou belter e prepared (o have an
=510 per hour skill level

For more information or
twmns, contact Bevy Focles or
Lanzniby at B75-7730.
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Moy 20, student council elecltions
were held at GDHS. Elecled as the
new sludent council president for the
1987-88 school year was Lisn
Wallers.

Lisa is currently in Grade 11, She
is planning fo graduate from Grade
13 next year. Lisa hopes (o atlend
university after ﬁ:ndunllng and
wanta to major in math or business,

Liza has been invelved with the
student council for the past 3 years.
She has been a grade representitive,
member of the Student Athlitic
Associavion, and is currently com-

:.Hl!iT her term a3 Senfor Vice-

sident.

“1 really enjoy working on the stu-
dent! council” said Lisa. "1 hike deal-
ing with other ple. 1 like to see
haow things are done and do them, in-
strad of just standing in the crowd
wiidering how things are done.'|

As well o5 the time Lisa devoles Lo
the student council. she 13 also in-
wvolved in the jazz cheoir and has
layed active rales on the basket-
fuli track and swimming teams.
lisa also works part time at the
Grorgetown Cinemos and sl the Old
Glen Mill in Glen Williams.

Although Lisa was surprised and
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lds council elections

exciled te have won, she realizes

and hard work will come with her
mew  pasition. Lisa’s main goal for
next year is to get the studenls' opi-
nions heard. She hopes to distribute
uestlonngires lo students to

over thetr opinions on subjecis
such as the smoking area.

“1 don'l agree with smoking but |
believe that smokers should be given
the right Lo srnoke if It is in a contaln-
od nrea which will nel affect non-
smokers,"” sald Lisa.

lLisa also wishes to poll students on

their opinlons on fundraising. She
wishes to find ways of [undrainl%
that will increase school spirit a
raise money to decrease the cest for
siudents on evenls such as dances
and concerla.

*]1 hope that [ can do a good job
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and represcnt! the =tudent body
amongst oadminisiration and
everyone else in the school and the
community,” sald Lisa. "We'rc =&
large body as students, so we should
have a large say and we should be
heard. I also hope to make next year
a year filled with schoal spirit and
fun for everyone,''

Also elected Lo next year's Sludent
Council are: Vicki Hughes, Senior
Vice-President; Carey Gardiner,
Treasurer; Bonnie Clork,
Secretary; Him Lavallee, Junlor
Grade represen-
titives will be voted for next Wednes-
day,
"El'ht Third Annual etown
District High School Run/Walk was
held May 7. All studenls having a
flrst od clazs began their walk at
9 o.m. at the High Schoel.
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