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Entertainment Qutlook

- Frank Shuster ‘‘stories from the road’’

Fraok Shusier {of Wayne and) Is a

ood colleclor and relaler of stories.

g Is his partner, of course, bul this
column Is about Shuster. -

He and 1 bump into each other falrly
frequently, and [f there’s a liltle (ree

time we gel Into some remlnisclng,

which Is how I pick up a few of
Frank's storfes.

He lold me, for example, aboul the
very lirst televison program W. and 5.
did — net, as you might think, In To-
ronto, but in New York. They were

doing a highly successful radlo serles
for CBC al the time, which was 1950 -
lwo years before there was any Ca-
nadian lelevislon.

Their spensor {(yes, CBC radio had
sponsors |n those days) was. Toaid -
Home Permaneni - remember
“Which twin has the Toni?"™ A high
rankin: represenialive of Lhal com-
pany visited Torcnto and met the Ca-
nndrnn comedy icam his U.S com-
pany was sponsering. e was
impressed cnough that he inviled
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them lo New York lo appear on a tele-
vision show the same cnmpanf was
sponsoring there, on CBS. Il was
called Toni Twin Time,

Frank asd Johnny wenl to New
York and np{:mrr:d on Lhe program,
and Frank slill remembers that the
hosl was amr engaglng young man
named Jack Lemmon.

Their lghm;-st appearance went well
enough that they were invited back
for a second appearance, which they
did laler that summer, The sponsor

f Take a close look, you may be o winner, Il the face shown b [
the circle is yours. vou're the tucky winner of o pair ul Ay
-t.tnrg-,-tuwn Ulnemax courtesy passes. Call us at W77.22010r §
HiT-5822 or drop In al The Ilerald. 45 Guelph 1., Georgelown,
tnt, lo clainm your prize, If vou're not o winner this werk,
keep on louking, Next week. It may be vour turn, -
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then teld them they should move to
New York and gel into television
there, but they declined that offer.
About 11 years laler, Wayne and
Shuster were in Las Angeles, Iﬁmfng
a summer replacement series calle

. Holiday Lodge. One day, Frank ana

hls wife, Rulh, were driving alon
sunset Doulevard whea Ruth mﬂlc:g
the man driving the car nert to them:
Jack Lemmon, by now a blg (iim star.
Both cars were stopped for o red
light. As the Jight changed Shuster
pulled ahead, but not belore calling
out [o Lemmon: “Hey, | remember
you from Tonl Twin Time.,"

Frack Shuster is a prelly good
movle bulf, and not wilhout good rea.

son. When he was a young boy, his fa-

ther ran @ movle itheatre In Toronlo
gnd young Frank spent a lot of time
walehing the flicks.

For some reason, cne of the carly
films he always remcembered was a
1431 fantasy called Just Imagine,
whose cast included a then-up-and.
coming young aclor named Frank Al
bertson. Shuster was aware of Albert-
son's career for many years al-
lerward. Albertson appeared In such
noted movles as Alice Adams, The
Plainsmen, Room Service, The
Hucksters, The ! Hurrah and
many others, His Jast film, In 1963,
wis in.-. Bye, Birdie, mode a year be-
fore Albertson died at the age of 55.
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But in 1961, agaln when Wayne and
shuster were In Los Angeles makin
Heliday Lodge, Frank spatied FHIHE
Albertson (by mow a white-haired
man) al Chasen's Restaurant. Shuster
recegnized him Immediately, and stll
remembered the first lote he had
seen Alberison in Just Imagine — 30
years before,

When Ihe two mea aceldentally met
in the washroom of Chasen's. E'rank
Shuster couldn'l reslst saylng o
Frank Albertson: “I laved you n Just
imagine,"”

Thal Johnny Wayne and Frank
Shuster were longifme Jack Benny
fans was not new lo me, [ st} remem-
ber with fondness a TV speclal the
once did lllled An Affectionate Loo
At Jack Benny,

Wha! | dign't know, untll Frank
mentioned {f, was that th had
worked with Benny way back In 1943
— |n Toroalo,

Benny was {ouring armed forces
bases at the lime and his schedple |-
cluded a show at Camp Borden, Onta-
rlo. Because he tuulcﬁ:'t gel back to
New York lo time for hls regular Sun-
day night broadeas!, It was arranged
that he would do [t from the CB('s
McGIll Streel siudio theatre In To-
ronto, end feed Lo NBC In New York.
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