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_Their Cutloo

Reason to feel edgy ™

over taxation reform

Finance Minlster Michael Wilson
has every reason to pecl edgy these
deys a3 he puts the #inal touches on
the Jax reform whiler paper he will
presint to Parllamenion June 13.

Most Tories feel edgy about the
reforms, one of many cormerstones
in their highly-successful 1984 elec.
tion campaign. And we're told that
none i3 more edgy than Prime
. Minister Brian Mulroney.

Apart from evervthing else, the
Liberals and New Democruts see the
reform proposals as the most pro-
mising politlcal lssue of this Parlia-
ment. It"s neither as divisive as, say,
cruise-missile tesiing por as confus-
ing and complex ns free trade or
constitytional accords,

Tax reform not only affects all of
us directly, but it's a subject thut
gets us down to baslc deflars and
cenis. Llke the universallty of fami.
ly allowances, or the de-indexing of
old-age pensions, or even chonges to
drug patents, we understand what’s
atstoke, :

And since we know the govern
ment needs more money, there will
bt searing examinations of cvery
new propoas], ;

The question which seemz to be
E’:ing Mr. Wilson and Mr. Mulroney

most  dilflclly right now s
whether we'll be paving less taxes
alter reform than we did when the
Torles were elecled,

The sllence on these gquestions,
which have come from h the
Liberals and New Democrats, has
been I:.:i'll'l'l.lnut deafening. But we can
probably guess at the answer,

FAIRNESS EMPHASIZED

far, government spokesmen
have been emphasizring the greater
of {airness in the system. Mr.

n has sald that comprehensive
tax reform is “one of the most pro-
miging opporiunities we hove (o
sirengthen our economy and im-

ve the quallty of our soclety.' He
E also sajd, of course, that under
his proposed reform most of us will
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pay less income tax, "Lower (per-
sonal Income tax) rates will benefjt
the large majority of taxpayers, not
Just now but well Into the fulure as
their incomes grow and they get to

more of each tax dollar.”

¢ T.mtiun here Is, lower than
what? Mr. Wilson lotely has been
dedging some fairly pointed ques-
tlons about thls, including one from
NDP Leader Ed Broadbent: “will
the minister at least guarantee that
taxes will nol be any higher after
reform than when he was elected?

No answer. The only assurance is
that a majority of taxpayers will pay
lesa in personal income tax once the
reforms are lmplemented.

There have been, os we well know,
some very stiff tax Increases sipce

Conservatives came 1o power
dedicated 1o reducing the huge
hﬂ?ﬂtﬂr}r deficit. Recently publish-
ed figures suggest that personal In-
come tax revenues this vear wll) br-
Ing $43 billlon into the [ederal
treasury. In 1984, the figure was $29
billion, In the some period, revenye
from federal sales and excise laxes
roae to $23 blllion from $14 billion.

Even with those huge goins, we've
managed to lower the annual deficil
by only $5 billion or so. While |he
reforms may redistrlbute the
burden, there cbviously Is little
chance that our tatel tax bill bil] will
revert (o 15684 [evels. It would under-
mine that other cofnmerstone - a
drastic reduction in the deficit.

LONG BATTLE
And whal we've been tatking
ahout 50 far is the good news part of
the package. There have been falrly
strong hints of a greatly expanded
sales tax that could apply to food,
Both Mr, Wilson and Mr. Mulroney,
when questioned on this particular
aspect, have sald that in the event of
such a new lax, Jow-income earners
could qualify for tax credits,
These

comments whouldn'l be -

made withoul good reason. It would
be s0 much easler to react with hor-
ror ot the mere mention of a tax an
food.
Such a sales tax, which would In-
corporate  provincial sales  taxes,
was advanced by Mr. Wilison as one
three options when he recently an-
nounced the date for presenting his

white paper.

"They tell me you’ve quit smoking!”
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America’s pastime?

The TV gusl happened to be on
the other Sunday allernoon. Ofi-
hand, I can’t recall Just why Il was
that I was sitting tn front of the TV
oz a perfecly nice Sunday alternoon
— qulle possibly 1 was lrying lo
avold cutling the grass,

In any case, the TV was on. And
what should be on the TV bul a
thoroughly remarkable debate.

A couple of Amerlcan sporls an-
nouncers were irylng 1o resalve that
burning issue of our times: Is
baseball stlll Amerlca's natlonal
pastime?

Quite frankly, as a Canadian, |
had never rnallg consldered that the
Americans might stlll view baseball
8s thelr natlonal pastime. I had
assumed that the natlonal pastime
In Reagan's America was Being
Back and Standlng Tail.
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Or perhaps Pulling Qut Flres In
the Back Yard iwhich s much more
strenuous thon cutting the grass}.

Still, this little debate ralsed a
provocative question in the Cana-
dlan mind. To wit: do we, as Cana-
dlons, have such a thing as a na-
tional pastime?

Presumably, such noted
soclologlsts as Don Cherry would
argue that hockey Is our natfonal
pastime. But this claim seems a bit
shaky.

To begin with, it's questionable
whether hockey — at least as it's
played at the professional leve] —
can (ruly be called a “pastime". If
the average Stanley Cup playoff
game Is a “pastime™, then so was
the landing at Nermandy,

Besides, a pastime should be a
iv’Eﬂl.'-:I'ﬂL[nli activily, whereas there
s no hockey ai all for one or two
weeks In August (l.e, hockey Is not
played during Winnlpeg's spring,
summerand fall).

All of which leaves us wilh the
ueslion wunanswered: what is
anada’s true natlonal pastime?

Uatll falrly recently, it could

have been argued that the nallonal
aslime was resenting #lerrc
lll'rm:lmtu. This was a yesr-round ac-
tivity angd it could be enjoyed by
almos! anyone, sioce the only re-

guirement was a secret bellel thal
Plerre thought you were an idlof,

But this pastime is no longer
avallable to us, and nothing has
renl]gﬂeppedmmam loreplace it,

Oh, there has been some attempt
o make 2 nallonal pastime. out of
disllking the CBC but this jusl Isn't
the same. For starters, It just sn't
very satlsiylng to dislike o corporale
entity. For reseniment Lo gain the
stalus of a genulne pastime, {t has to
be focussed on a spectlic personality
— and you'd look preily slily il vou
iried to form a Jocal chapter af
Hight-Thinking Canadlans Against
Knowllon Nash.

As such, most Canadlans {ust sel-
tle for ignoring the CBC —~ which Is
al besl an avocatlen, rather than a
pasiime. : '

A cynle might take a different
tack, and suggest that Canada’s na-
tional pastime Is somethlng like col-
lecting wnemployment Insurance.
But here agaln, we run Into pro-
blems with the definition of
“pastime'’,

Thanks lo thée elforts of various
governments at varlous levels, there
are now 8 number ol areas in
Canada in which collecting Ul has
actually become a career.

Acluzlly, in looking back over
Lhis partial lst, an interesting pat-
lern begins lo emerge — every ane

of these has been a passive pastime.

As such, we might postulate that the
natlenal pastime (If such ex|sts) has
something to do with being a spec.
taler. Perhaps even a speclator to
events south of the border.,

Al the momenl, for Instance, o
ialrly popular pastime is reading
aboul the allegatlons of a remantic
liaison with a gorgeous model {hat,
wrecked Gary Hart's presidential
nsElraltnns. and trying to Imagine
this happening to Ed Broadbent.

Or, perhaps, reading obout the
stx scandal that ruined Jim Bak-
ker's ministry, and lrying to Im-
agine this happening to Lhe
Moderalor of the United Church.

Personally, I'd prefer lo bellave
that Canada’s natlonel pastime must
be something much deeper and
more profound. For lnstance, for a
sinoll minority of Canadlans, a
popular pastime [s writing books
thatf try Lo establish the nalure of
our national [dentlly. - )

On the other hand, a popular
pastime for a vastly larger number
of Canadians Is not reading these
books,

Slmilariy, it's tough to make a
Case (hal we make any sort of na-
tional pastime of mythologizing the
events * that|shaped our country.
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Potential
backyard
hazards

From fuels to pools, the parapher-
nalla of consumer demand coreful
handling. especially when children
are around.

“Backyards are full of poientinl
hazards at this time of year,™ BaYyE
Bob Clendining. Director of Fuels
Safety for the Ontaro Ministiry of
Consumer and Commercial elp-
tions (MCCH) which is Rearing up
for & major summer safely cam.
paign. “The key word here is ‘paten-
ttal'. Many of the Incidents reported
to our branch and safety organiza-
tiony throughout the province could
be avoided. We urge parents to use
the resources available te them to
leam how best o keep their children
safe this summer.*

As a slart, Mr. Clendining
pests familles became familiar with
safely rules for handling such com-
man fuels as propane and gasoline.
Brochures an these topics ore
svailable from the ministry’s Con-
sumer  Infermation Cenire, 555
Yonge St., Toronlo, Ontario, M7A
eHG, (416) 9631111, (toll frees
1-B00-268-1142. Omlario residents with
an 807 area code may call the 416 line
collect.

As well as promoting careful use
af fuels - an arca directly lepistated
by the ministry - efficiols ure
parents to brush up on good waler
salety practices,

A number of organizations pan
provide inlarmation on general
waler safety and rescue technigues,
nlong with ndvice on avoiding diving
Injuries, n widespread concern.

Sources include:

—The Hoyal Life Saving Sociely of
Canada Ontariv branch), (4185)
HI-TIMW, 43 Coldwater Rd., North
York, Ontada, M3B 1Y8. The Socicty
recently produced o “basle water
rescue  program' called Rescup
Smart. A nine-lesson handbook, the
program is designed to be taught by
parchils or other adults and covers
such lopics as causes of drowning,
diving injurics and rescue techni-
ques. Thoe new puldebook cosls $i0.
The Society also has 2 number of
brochures available free. Films pnd
videos can be borrowed at ne cost,
infermation, brochures and poslers
may be oblained at mest municipal
and ¥YMCA swimming pools,
—The Canadian Hed Cross Society
(Ondarioy, (416) 9236692, 460 Jarvis:
Sk, Teronto, Ontario M4Y 2H5 - glso
operates water safety and swimm-
ing courses through municipal Is
and other community facilities
throughout Onlario. Far™ information
not available locally, contuet the On.
tario divisional headquartiers listed
above,
~The St. John Ambulance Society.
14160 923-B411, 46 Wellesley St, E.
Taronto, Ontarfe M4Y 1G5 Another
excellent source of safety Informp.
tion, the Society eperates branch of-
fices across the province. Numbers
are avalleble from .(he provineial
headquarters in Toronto. Although
they are not specificnlly summer-
related  programs, childecare and
babysitting courses run by St. John
Ambulariee may also be of interest
toparents,

some other year round safety con
cerns apd suggested sources of p-
formatloh follow:
~Cribs, chlldren's lmrmhle car
scals, cradles. pacifiers, clothing
flammability, plavpens, strollers
and toys - contacl Consumer and
Corporate Alfairs Canada's Product
Safely Branch . 200 Town Centre
Court, Scarborough, Ontarle MIP
.4XB, (418} 9734705 or 10 John St 5.,
Hamilton, Ontardo, L&N 4A7, (45
STZ-IB4S.,

A local librarlan may be able 1o
help find sources of Information on
other child zafely concerns,




