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Not every
small fish
a Minnow

Naturalist

R —rp
By DON SCALLEN
Herald Special

Along wilh the sought after trout,
the Credit River syslem contaoins o
lorge varicly of fish species, cach
suited “to its own particular
coological niche. Some of these are
very familliar to aren anglers: Lhe
White Sucker, Brown RBuliheod,
Pumpkinseed Sonfish and the ubi
quitous Creck Chub ameng  others.
(ther  smaller  species  of  {ish,
though equally abundanl, ore less
well known  hecause  they  are
seldom caupht on o line. These ne
clude  sticklebacks, darters  and
VATIOUS minnows. '

stveral years apo | copducted a
fish survey ol the Credit Hiver and
its tributaries for o biclogy class al
university. Over severnl weeks |
tollected and identified 20 species
of fish in the watershed, primarnly
in Hallon Hilis streams.

Incleded in this iotal were 9 min-
now species, a diverse group that
contnina such speeies as  Chub,
Shinets ond Goldfish. One of my
more interesting discoveries was a
Rood ulation aof Aedside Dace in
n small stream feeding into  the
Credil Hiver Just north of the paper
mill dam. Named for brilliamt red
stripes that highlight the sides of
the males, the large mouth ond
streamlined body of this  minnow
sugesi the form of a small irout
In Canadn the Redside Dace s
Jound only in cleor siresms that
flow inte westerm Lake Onlario,
and may well be a candidate Tor
endangered species  stalus  an
fulure.

Unfortunately the population of
this rare fish disappeared almosi
emlirely from this localion after the
aper mill dym was breached (o
essen the  possibility  of  spring
ftoodding in the Glen. The water
level upstream from the dam was
hwered and the pools, in the feeder
stream that formerly held the dace,
wirre drained,

Contrury o pepular beliel, ool all
small fish are minnows  Darlers,
members of the perch [omily, and
mimbers of the socker Tamily are
commaonly misidentified as  mn-
THIWS . ¢ Credit syslemm o this
aren contains ol [east 2 species of
utch of these famatlies.

The [oamilllar  While Sucker, 2
baottam feeding  Tish s lacge,
sometimes  altinning the procligious
tength of 45 om - even in tiny
streams  seemingly  onsuiled to o
fish ol this size. It's motllsd cousin,
the Hog Sucker, olten shores ils
habitat but is generally  much
smaller,

Small members of the  perch
family, darters are represented in
this arey by Lthe Johony Darfer and
the Rainbow Darter. The Johnny
Darter i very well -;ﬂrnuuﬂn;.’.ed.
its & or 7 cm body biends oplimost
perfectly with the gray-brown sand
arndd grivel of the streams it in-
habits,. It s pa commen lish
however, and con, with a  IlHle
carcful scruliny, be Jocaled - usual-
ly resting mollonless on the stream
bolttom. With the Ivast sign of
———, fdarger from aobove however, it s
off iIn & flash, ns belits o fish nam-
ed “darter”.

The Johony Darter hasz a flam-
boyant relative In the Halnbow
Darler, o fish that thrives amidst
the most turbulen! rapids of the
Credit River. [ woas not aware of
the extstence of this fish, until, dur-
ing my survey, I swung my collec-
ting nel bl {through the ropids
of midriver. | was not really ex-
pocting  any resulls, lhe agitated
wolers seemed unlikely habitat for
small fish, But 1o my surprise,
every second or third try brought
Rainbow Darters to the surface.

The colour of the male Rainbow
Darters, painied in vived hues of
bue, yellow ond orange rivals that
of aquarium [favouriles from Lhe
tropics. They are a beautlful com-
ponent of our local fauna

Nature walch: Over the next (wo
weeks  worblers  will be  maoving
through our aren a3 the spring
migration reaches s peak.
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Messenger garbles the content

Against
the odds

&R

One has to give credit toe govern-
ment when iU inlreduces programs
that are beneficial to the disabled.
Soemcetimes, however, Lthe
messenger garbles the content and
cistroys Lhe credibility that exist.

Last Friday, The Honourabl:
Tony HRuprechl  Minister  wilhout
portfolio for The Physically Disakbl-
vd, addressed close to o0 people
gathersd a1 510 Andrew’s Umited
Church for a Socinl Evening
orpanized by The Physically lan-
dicapprd Citizens Association.
Some of the information was clear
and  straightforward but  un.
forlunately, most of it was joorly
presentod.

He osnnounced that the Province
his now  published A Guide For
IMsabled Persons To (ntario
Covernment  Programs  And  Ser.
vices'', He had no copy’s with him
bl soid he would send o pueblica-
tivh lo anyone whe roquested one
from The Miice for Disabled Per-
sons, drd Flobr, T00 Bay Street,
Toronte, M5G 1Z6 aor coll
(416)965-3165% (Voice obd TDD3,
PHCA will alse provide some
assistance.

The Hevised Ontlario  Building
Code was held up as an ochieve-
ment for the province with regards
1o accessibility. I truly is the besl
in Cannda, but this did nol come
a baut wilhout considerable
pressure from [hsabled  Persons,
their organlzations and olher con-
cerned groups.

Section 16 1A afl the Unlarno
Human Rights Code has been
amended te allow appeals In cases
of discrimination. Much more will
be occomplished when the rest of
hill 7 i5 enacted. It passed third
reacding in The House some  time

ago

WOODE

Mr. Tuprecht announced o '
million dollar expanslon of The
Community Action Fund. This will
allow organizelions acling on the
behalf of The Disabled 1o initiate
new projecls within their communi-
iy. .
When it came 1o the Assistive
Devices  Pregram, Mr.  Huprecht
seemned unaware of the cextenl of
lhe current program. He mentioned
expansion to the current age of 2i
for eligibility. Sipce July of 1086
anyone 2 years al age or younger
could apply for 75 per cent
coverage E:r oll assistive devices.
Anvone older can receive
iwststance  for  respirntory equip-
menl or artificinl body parts.
Commuenis on accessibijily
homes hy increasing grants o The
Faster Scals Society by 1.7 million
dollars was confusing as he ap-
peared not to differenliate betwoen
thw Easter 5Seals Socicly and The
Home HMHenewal Program.  Little
wis clarificd when 0 came (o ask-
ing questions of him

The altendant Care Program will
pet o boost in lhe arm as it will
receive 4.9 milllon® over the next
three years.

A quesiion wos asked on Friday
night regording disabilily pensions
id how it is effected once the reci-
ﬁrml recaches age 65. Once again

. Ruprecht secemed: at a loss in
redation
link.

Querics about  parking  permits
revealed that Mr. Ruprecht clearly
had not done hise homework even
pfter o request had been made
several days earlier with regards
to this issue. He seemed unaware
what had transpired in the previous
2 years slnce PHCA initiated
Legaslation which would ensure o
Province wide portable parking

rrmit  system. The discussion
which followed soon deteriorated 1o
a point where there was fotal Jack
of concensus on the part of those in
attendance and  the Minister
himsell.

tlo how these programs

Money s going fo be made
avaitable te modify community
venires and churches in o con-
cerfled effort to make them accessi-
ble. This appears (o be o new pro-

am and Mr. Ruprecht was not at
iberty to give many details.
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