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Throne speech offers
hope for Ontario roads

Queen’s
Park

By Decek MSelson

Tucked away in the back of the
Throne Speech was a welcome five-
paragraph reference Lo roads.

That's ripht, rcads, those asphalt
and concrele arteries thal (logether
with rail lines and airports) pump
the blood of eommerce through this
country.

Yet, increasingly over the past
Iwo decades, they've been ignored
by governments in the pursml of
morescxy political issues

The Liberal povernment's Throne
Speech promises a change.

Appreciating  the  “eriticaily  im-
partan? role’ that meads play in
leurism ond other Ontario industry
in the getung of produocis In markel
on time - the government “will im-
prove and proteel Ontario’s subslon-
tinl Investment in its transpartalion
network™ . the s h said

New links will be built in high-
growth arcas and funds will b pro-
vided far the “rehabilitation’ of pro-
vincial highways and roads, it pro-
mlsed.

One might supggest it's aboul fima

One mighl also hold any praise un-
til we sce the actual dollar figures
{or transportatinn that show up in
Treasurer Bob Nixon's budgel.

There wis some speculalion last
year  that  the trunsfnrtmiﬂn
ministry was going {o receive bonus
money when, in [act, ils budpet in-
crease didn’t match inflation.

Roads face o problem the oppasite
of seal pups, schoals and hoespitals.
They aren'l warm and cuddly. They
dot’t do obvious good.

They are, in the jargon of ihe

19605, ‘‘things''. And spending
roney on “peeple’” thenlth, educa-
tion, welfare) is the proferred pre-
judice of our ape.

Or, as fonner Premier Bitl Davis
said, “‘citics are for people, not
cars’’' - as if somcthing other than
people drive cars.

All that roads do, in fact, is keep
our soclety functloning. Presumably
that's a “'people” aim,

Roads bring us fresh food from the
ather slde of the continenl and
deliver many of us to jobs that our
ancesiors would hoave considerod an
lnconcelvable distance away from
where wo llve,

And vel we're letting themn [all
apart.

The Orlario Goodd Heads Associa-
tion [(0OGHAY has some [righiening
statisties about our neglect,

In the pasl decade road wse has -
creasttd dramatically. Car registra-
tion is up 7 per cenl and truck
registration up 51 per cent in the
past decade,

Yot in the same perid provincial
road subsidies have aclually fallen
behind inflation some $660 million

The resull bas been o ennlineal
s.ippage in the percentapge of roads
in the provinee that con b defined
as “"adeqguate’”

In ane municipal group, maore than
half the roads will be bolow provin:
cial stapdards for adequacy in five
years or less. (nly A per cent cur-
rently mect that crileria

And  hecouse  municipatitics  and
cven the province have spent more
and more on maintenance and  Jess
and Iess on new  econstruclion,
backlog of needs s b bt tp
that (HFRA  supgests  "will  he
disastmus in the long lerm

Just 1o hetd things steady at the
municipal level will roequire an exira
575 million sulsidy onnually, OGHRA
says. Tm bring lh}n;{s hack 1 stan.
dard the amoeunt required is closer
e 2 mitheon. In a 532 billinn
budpel, 575 millinn is pockel moaney,
which is why OGRA sugpests the
smaller amoun! cather that what is
renily required

And it ‘npotes that every dollar
spent on highway eanstruction and
rchabilitation results in o further ex-
pendifure of mure than $1.50 in 1he
eCconamy,
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historic accord

Ottawa
Report

e
By Stewart Macleod

Becouse of the complexitics  in-
volved .- pol o mention previous
experiences - il would be betier to
wall a [ew days before offering any
opinions on the constitutional ac-
cord reached between Prime
Minisier Bran Mulreney ond the 10
provincial premicrs.

Bul how can one ignore siich an
hislorie evenl -- lhe prune minister
stonding there, nnd the premicrs
giving him o standing ovalion, ns
they anpnounced thal, far the [icst
tirwr since Confederation, the heads
of government hammoered logether
a constitutional accord  acceplalde
to all of them Mot only thal, just
about cvery participant soid  the
rew pecord is even better than they
had expecied.

Une can't ignore i, not when you
have  pvery  premier in Canada
heaping  praise on  the prime
mumster spd saying we'll all have a
far better country os o result of
this tentative ngrecment. And an
obviously excited Mr.  Mulroney
was nol aboul 1o disagree.  IE's o
pood day fer Canada,' he said.

“I've oever atlended a belter
federal-provincial conference,”’
safd  Maonlioba  Premier Howard
Pawley. “A hisloric  breakthmugh
for Quebee as o Canadinn partner,”™
said Premier Bournssa

The other premiers hod  similac
commenis  And all were umisuzlly
generous  tn pouring  praise on lhe
prime minisier for his negotialing
skills,

Sa, you might ask, why shouldn'l
we all join the praise pornde and
declare  the celebralions  officially
open? Well, perhaps we should. [t's
just  ihat constitutional  changes,
pnd  thetrpotentinl  effecis, 1loke
some time¢ lo sink do - even with
the legal experds.

QUESTIONS REMAIN

I recatl flying back o Ottown
from Victoria in 1971 after the il
heads of govermumenl hed reached
an earlier fientalive nccord. The
plane, a charter, waos filled with
some 150 federal ofliclals, sl
colebrating lhe dawning of o new
constitutional era in Canada. Prime
Minglster - Trudeau and the 10

emiers -- including Robert

Sourasss in his earlier incarnoijon
- had finnlly reached an ogrecment

, amuong pther things, o formula
fur amentding the Constitution,

Songs were being compesocd  on
the aircrall, “We are marching
framn  Viclorin™ was one of the
better-remembered numbers.

A oouple of weeks later, when Lhe
Quebere  legislature tonii a  closer
look at the proposed accord, Lhe
whole exercise went up in smoke.
And it was )1 years loter before
Mr. Trodeaw and nine  premicrs
were able o reach an agreement.
To do so withiout Quebwe, which
they did, was always a ques-
tionahle tactic,

But the deedd was done, Canada
gt #1s own homegrown Constifu-
i and it was lefl to Prnme
Minister Mulroney to complele the
family circle, so to speak. He wise
Iy made it a priority objeclive lo
pel Quebec's sipnatlure on the Caon-
stitution - o process which mw
scemns well an the road to comple
tion, thanks to ihis marathon
bargaining session.

it was never perceived as on
casy process for Mr. Mulmney, o
conciliator of some renown. Trying
to accommodate one lell-oul pro-
vince while other provinctes are us-
ing the occasion to pry out their
awn interests is not quite the same
as all leaders slarting off on the
same fooling.

The [oct that Mr. Mulroney wns
gble to accomplish this says o
great deal for his negotinting skills,
fol’s take nothing away from him
m this respect

UNENOWNS HEMAIN

i the other hand, let's wail o bil
before popping  the champagne
orks - I for no other reason than
to give the cxperis lime ta tell us
what it all may mean for Cunada’s
future. There are some  people,
Pierre Trudeau Included, who pro-
bably wouldn't louch this accord
wilh n bargepole.

As he used to say, “IEs casy lo
reach an agreemenl if Ollawa is
willing to glve away the store”
And there 3 no doubl that, in
renching this new occord, Otiwaw
gave up same powers lhat  Mr.
Trudeauw held wery close lo  his
heart.

Some rather key concessjons
were granted 1o the provinces --
arel Ottawa gol nothing in relum.
“But t{o talk about glving away the
siore i absolute [oolishness,” says
Nova Scolia Premier
Buchanan, “What we now have i3
true equaiily among oll provinces,"'

John
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Red Cross
World Day

Bear Sirs:

May 8th may already be circled
on your calendar ps n‘;r:dnl day,
however we all have good reason lo
oefebrate this date. On May 8, 1928,
Henri Dunant was born ond later
beeame the [ounder of the Interna.
tional Committee of the Red Cross.

Each year a different theme is
chosen to celebrate World Red
Cross/Red Crescenlt Day. This
year's selection is the **Child
Alive" programme which aims lo
siop childheod deaths [rom preven-
table disense,

Red Cross knows no boundarics.
In keeping with the basic HRed
Cross priociples, help comes
wilhout regard to race, rcligion or
politics.

Through the Child Alive pro-
gramme, Canadians help the Hed
Cross In its efforts o make all
children arcund the world, heallhy
children.

Moy B is World Hed Cross Day.
Remember the Hed Cross - today
and everyday.

Yours sincerely,

MNaney Schultheiss,

Public Relatiens Chairman
Georgetown and District Red Cross

Red Shield
campaign

Dear Sir,

Many of you have perscnaol
knowledge of The Salvation Army In
one way or another,

You know that It is a body of men
and women dedicated {0 God and
service to olhers. The Salvatlon Ar-
my 35 hord at work in our communi.
ty as well as in almost every cily and
town throughout Canoda.

They reach lonely, depressed,
homeless men and women,
parentless children, the sick and the
wayward of all ages.

We can help in at least lwo ways:
with our dollars or as a volunicer
canvasser. Lot us do our part to held
the Hed Shield Campaign reach its
targel of $12,700 for the 1987 appeal
in the Halton Hills arca.

Yours sincerely,

Ar. David Manes,

Honocary [ied Shield Chairman,
Hatton Hitls, Oniario.

Captain Wilson Perrin,

The Salvation Army,

Hallon Hills { Acton), Ontario

National
Forest Week

Dyear Sir,

I am pleased te support the bbser-
vance of Natlonal Forest Week in
Conada and 1o remind Canadians
that ocur past, present and fulure are
tted closely te this valuable
pesource,

The theme for 1887 - “Forests.. A
Shared Hesource™ (La foret: des
richesses pour tous) - reminds us
that there are many waoys in which
we depend upon and enjoy the
mozajic of f{orests which eover
atmos! half thils counilry. We collec-
tively share in their  enjoyment,
economic use and environmental in-
NMuences.,

Jeanne Sauve
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