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Get ingear for spring and s

I, Watch te sce if your engine is hard
10 start, uses gas excessively, is slugpish,
smokes, or is excessively noisy. _

2. Be sure that your cooling system 1s
i good condilion. The advent of more
hot weather could bring about the faulure
of a hose, belt or other components. How

long has it been since you checked your -

anni-freezel/coolant?

1. How' about the condition of your
tires? Heavy loads ot high speeds on hot
wirfaces are hard on tires, To moid Fail-
ure. make sure tires have plenty of tread
anit are properly inflated.

4. How's your oil? 0Qil is not only a
Wwhricant, it Is a conlant ax well, And
clean, well fillered oil will help your en-
pine survive the heat. _

4, Check vour transmission. Does it
slip when you shift gears? Is 11 nosy?
Does i1 shift erratically”? For those who
1aw a trailer, it is especially vital for your
transmission to be in the best working
order posuble,

6. Be sure that brakes stop-cvenly, and
are ‘not making any “funny” noises.

7. Watch 1o see thut hights are working |

and that they arc focused corcectly. Also
check turning signals and windshicid
wipers for smearing or streaking,

Now that you've determined some of
your car's problems, you will need to
find a compelent auto repair shop. If thas
task seems overwhelming, it Jucsn's have
10 be. The National Institule for Autinmo-
tive Service Excellence, an organization
that is highly respected in the automotive
industry, is an independent, non-profit
group which gives voluntary cenification
exams to technicians. :

Motorists can be assured of finding
competent automotive service and repair
by asking for ASE certified technicians
when visiting service stations, car dealer:
ships and independent shops.

Businesses that emplay ASE cortified
technicians usually display the ASE oul-
doar sign, a large white sign with a dis-
tinctive blue seal anto which are printed
the instials, A, S and E.

CAR TROUBLES
CAN COMPOUND
THEMSELVES

Pay attentivn to a car’s warning signals
when it’s “acting up.” It could pay enor-
mous dividends, says Car Care Council,
which reports cases of catalytic con-
veriers being damaged through neglecr of
other components. )

Pan of the car’s exhaust sysiem, the
converier, Wwens carbon monoxide and
hydrocarbons into harmless curbim dios-
ide and water, thereby reducing harmiful
emissions,

Too many unburned hydrocarbons, as -~

might occur in the exhaust of a car that
nceds a tune-up, would cause the catzly-
ttc converier to hecome hol. When
theres excessive heat inside the con-
verter, it may become red hot and de-
stroy itsell.

What couses excess burned gas? A
classic case, reports the Council, s the
driver who ignores the fact that his car is
running rough and spewing black smoke
frem the exhaust.

He moy realize his automatic choke
necds servicing, but detays gelling (he
wark done, Soon his spark plugs are
fouled. The engioe is misfiring, and the
condition is feeding on itsell.

The worst {s yot Lo come. Cnce the’

catnlytic converter is destroyed, exces-
sive back ure in the exhaust sysiem
burns the car's exhaust valves,
‘The repair bill, instcad of a ible
. $75 for & tune-up, now vould be 3800 for
o tune-yp, valve job and a new calalytic
conmverter (which should have lasted for
lens of thousands of miles longer).
Bon’t e car's plea for help,
nnph.ﬂ;iﬁ":h:ﬁ: Care Council, and
_do not use feaded fuel in 2 car designed
for unteaded fuel only. Thut, too, can de-
siroy a calalytic converier.
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Even if your car is in tip 1op shape.
safeguanrding it from summer heut is very
important. The most common complain
from summer drivers is that the hea

wver. However, awtonmtive experts he-

lieve ahat heat can affect the entire car,

not Just the coolant in the radiator,
Tires that are “overheated”™ can blow
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pressure is nOT maintaincd.

Strong sunlight combined. with I:; way to atsire o car's longevity and the,

tants and sall can damape 3 car’s fini

Washing your car regularly 'is the best

affects a car’s radiator, causing it to boil ouwt’or shred if the recommended air  way 1o combat this problem,
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ummer with car care essentials

Keeping yout car in the best condition
possibic with regular checkups is the best

best way for you to enjoy a safe, happy:
spring and summer? it ;
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GEORGETOWN TIRE SALES

345 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN

- 873-1605

e NATIONWIDE WARRANTY ¢ ASK ABOUT ROAD HAZARD PROTECTION




