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DEAR POLLY — ! never know how
much pasta to prepare for guests. Ei-
ther we have tons left over or there's
not enough. Do you have a suggestion?

DEAR C.B, — A lot depends on the
pasta appetites of your guests. How-
ever, you can usually plan on 3 1o 4
ounces of oococked pasia per person
for & maln course. | usually use 1

POLLY’S

Polly Fisher
A

poutnd for four adults, which is falrly
gencrous, O course, the more logre-
dlents — such as vegelables, meat
and other additlons to your sauce —
the farther & pound of pasta will
siretch.

If you're serving the pasta as a side
dish only, 2 ounces of uncooked pasta
per person s probably plenty. But
again, It all depends on the amovnt of
food you're serving with it and the ap-
petites of your guusts,

I always feel too moch Iz better
than too little, sioce 1 Jove leltovers
for lunch the next day. 1 just rebeal
the pasta in the smoce on top of tbe
stove or [n the microwave oven. Plain
or lightly sauced pasta can be turned
into delicloos pasta pancakes. Josi
mix an egg or two with the Jeftover
pasta and cook as patties in a lightly
baitered skillet. It makes a great, nu-
tritions lonchtime treat. — POLLY

Japanese-car owners tell all

By Peter Bahr
Contributing Editor, Road & Track

It's no secret to Detroit automakers
or lo American consumers: The Japa-
nese make impressively good cars,

In Toyota's ads, we're told that buy-
ers of new American or European
cars In 1985 had 50 percent more
problems with their cars than buyers
of 1985 Japanesc cars. Several
months ago, Forlune magazine
quoted a survey thal showed on aver-
age, the buyer of a 1985 Japanese car
found 1.3 flaws in his car, the buyer of
a Ford two, the Genera! Motors cus-
tomer 2.5, and the Chrysler buyer
nearly three.

S0 in general, Japanese cars are
well made. But which Japanese auto-
maker builds the best cars?

In its May issue, Road & Track re-
veals the results of an owner sprvey
that compares three sport coupes
from three of Japan's leading auto-
makers: the 1982-1985 Tovola Supra,
the 1984-1985 Nissan 300ZX and the
1983-1985 Mitsubishi Starlon/Ch-
rysler Conquest. (The Starlon and
Conguest are essentially the same
car. Both are bullt by Mitsublshl.)

The three models, which sold for
between $13,000 and $18,000, repre-
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Photo Tips

by Peter Moss

Sow that spring has finolly sprung 1we hope), we are finally ni-
forded our goldem opportunily to shake off winter's Jast trappings

and cautiously sel foo! oui

ol <oors in carnesl.

Mot forgetling of

course that many of you are winter out of doors enthusiasts and have

already stockpiled o [arge file of first elass

los?!

This spring we have an extra bonus, daylight savings lime has ar-
rived early so you have the added advantage of some extra shooling

time Jate in the day. If sunsel or

twilight shots are 8 must for you,

amd you are lortunate enough to be home early from work, the added
shooting time will work well to your advantage, A very useful lip in
shooling sunsets is to remember this rule: When metenng o sunsel
soene, take your meter reading spproximately 20° awny from the
“ball” of the sun. Why? Two good reasony -

First, by aiming your lens and thereby your meler (with mosl

equipment) directly at the sun you run the risk

of ‘blinding’ the

meter cells. By ‘blinding® the cells | om referring to rendering the
CDS cells, that measure the light lnside your camera, insensible to
making an accurale reading. The cells wil ‘recover’ alter o while
bul mot in sufficient lime for you 1o pholograph thal particular
sunsel. There are several other technical reasons for not aiming
directly at the sun with your lens but we will discuss these gt a later

dnte.

Oh yes! As with any
the sun directly will
by with your longer lenses,

olher warning in regard 1o the sun, viewing
damage your eyes. Please use cautlon, especial.

:*-E'Eﬂndlﬁ. by metering 20 away from the sun, you allow yoursell a
A

reading that will hu!?
photo. If you should w
smaller than {8.0Y. Don't air
made

prevent a silhouctte effect on your finished
sh a darkened effect
your { stop one or two values smaller (2.0 is smatler than 5.6,
ot the sun to do this. After you have
your * oway reading, you mujst hold this infortnation for
yhour shot, therefore, if you have an sutomalic camera

to your shot, simply make
f11.0 is

you will

cither have to set your reading MANUALLY O3t if you have an A, E.

Lock, lock your
in order to hotd
comnposition and shoot !

Il sounds like a lot of work,
Lake only o lew secand.

The sofl. more muted colours of spring, make

reading by pressing the A. E. Lock switch or buttgn
your reading. Now -

reframe your shot for perfect

but with g little bit of prnctlc;n. it will

spectaculer colour

shots this time of year, particularly when sldelighted. When Lhe op-

. partunily presents
sidelight

fervescent greens of willow lLrees
greyer holdovers from winter in the

ll}}*nur wathin% shoes are up Lo it and your legs are willing, you will
] usy all wekend and ‘preferably several

find yoursclf
thereafter.

tself, take full ndvaniage of those soft blossoms
ngainat a backdrop of dark rich cvergreens or the ef-

highlighted sgainst some of the

background.

mere

Although Inrger scale scenes will tend 1o draw the greater portion

of your nttention, don't forget thaci.
i

there by vour feet, there i3 a bud

tion. We will come back to ground ¢

close lo the ground, yes right down

ng world calling out for your atien.
solospeak ) next week,

Peter G Moss Photography
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sent some of the Japanese auto Indus-
try's best efforts in building high-line
cars. Each is similar in size, handling
and performance. Each came loaded
with electronic gizmos and gadgets.
And each looks terrific in red.

Road & Track tabulated about 340
questionnaires sent by readers who
had purchased one of the three cars
brand new, and had driven it 10,000
miles or more, The typical milcage
was about 30,000,

Whether they owned the Toyota,
Nissan or Mitsubishl, most owners
listed handling and performance as
their car’s best features. As for worst
fcatures, the owners of the three mar-
ques agreed: the high Initlal prices of
their cars and the high malntenance
coslis.

A decade or more ago, when simple
Toyota Corollas and Datsun 510s first
became’ popular, it may have been
true that Japanese cars were cheap to
buy and to operate. But as owners in
Road & Track's survey discovered,
mechanies "today don't charge any
less to work on expensive, complex
Japanese cars than they do to work on
expensive, complex American or Eu-
rapean machines,

owever, these Japanese car deal.
ers must be doing something right.

Seyenty-three percent of the Mitsubi.
shi owners, 67 percent of the Toyota |
owners and 63 percent of the Nissan
owners gave their dealers an "excel-
lent” or “good” rating. That com-
pares to an average of 58 percent
from past Road & Track owner sur-
veys conducted on other makes of
ears since 1975,

To judge by these Toyolas, Nissans
and Mitsubishis, Japanese cars are in-
decd reliable. In past Road & Track
surveys, owners of other cars had an
average of seven problems. In this
survey, the Toyola only had a single
problem mentioned by 10 percent or
more of the owners — trouble with
the car’s pop-up headllghts. That's not
exactly a  grave mechanical
difficuity.

Although they did belter than aver- .o

age, the Nissan and Mitsubishi didn't
beat the Toyota. The Nissan had five
proklems reported by 10 percent or
more of the owners, and the Mitsybi-
shi had six.

The most telling question In Road &
Track’s survey asks owners If they
would buy the same make of car
agdin. In past surveys, 71 percent
have sald yes, 12 percent were unde-
cided and 15 percent sald no way.
Eighty-cight percent of the Toyola
awners sald yes and only 5 percent
sald no, while 75 percent of the Nissan
owners said yes and 13 percent sald
no. The Mitsublshi recelved only a 54

reent afflrmative response, but a

uge 32 percent were undecided.

And the wioner is; the Toyola. The
car seems Lo be nearly unbreakable,
and owners appreclate that.

@ Road & Trach
(D 1:7T, NEWSPAPER DNTERPRAIIE ALSH

Library book review

The Stranger

By Chris Van Allsburp
{Hoston: Houghton MUTIn, 19868}

Chris Van Allsburg has twice been
iwarded the !:rr_ﬂigiuus Caldecott
Wedal for excellence in the jllustra-
don  of children's books. The
stranger, his  seventh book for
chitdren, is infused with the same
lavour his ecarlier works suggest.
Similurity 1n design and {llustration
iccount in  part for this
esemblance. Van Allsburg uses a
large, [P'Ir:tu,ﬂ.‘ book format, compos-
d of double-edged spreads In which
3 somewhat bizarre text  shares
equal space with exquisite illustra-
lions.

This distinctive formal poses pro.
blems [for the librorian, as it is
dismissed by older children as being
oo juvenile. On the other hand, the
thoughls and feelings conveyed by
Van Allsburg's siories are quite
complex - certainly beyond the In-
lerest and understanding of the pic.
ture book audience.,

There i3 o mystery to be unearth-
ed in this particular tale, Who is The
Stranger? A farmer in his lruck
mysteriously collides with n
pedestran. Confused apd shaken,
the victim is taken to the farmer’s
home where it Is determined he sul-
fers from amnesia. The stranger,
thought to be & hermit by his strange
dress and odd ways, stays with the

family several weeks, during what
furns out lo be an unnaturally pro-
longed summer. He never regains
s memory, but on the night of his
depariure, summer ends: “‘the air
had turned cold, and the leaves on
the Irces were no longer green.” If
you haven't yel pguessed the
stranger’s identity, your'll have 1o
rcad the book tofind out,

The Stranger is & masterpiece of
design. Full-coloured pastel illustra.
tions oallernate with stark white

jes of text, achieving a superbh
me and simplicily. Skillfully us-
ing light and shadow, the artist
evokes o wistfui Jonging for those
nd-of -summer days, and an ap-

ension  of  impending winter.
lending close-ups and distant view-
inis, actlon and still-life pictures,
f: draws us finto a qulet, rurnl
noslalgle 1940's world. The silent
poetry of Van Allsubrg's illustra-
lions lake over where the simple,
unadorned text leaves off. The book
could be uvsed as a focal polnt of
disucssion In art classes from
dementary to high school.

Two of Van Allsburg's books - The
stranger and his recent The Polar
E s are available at Halton
Hills Public Librarics; his other
works may be borrowed from Miltan
and Dakville Libraries, ,

—Submliiled by Jane McQuarrie
lalton Hitls Publle Librades
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