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NDP plan appeals
to people’s greed

The NDP approach 1o aulo in-
pead to peo-
us and pet
raies, New Democrals

surance is simple - o
pie's greed. Come wilﬁ
cheap  car
Y.
“Private

describes the rate Kouging. .
“The

ard are nvercharging us.
“We're paying dea rly

private

loo high.

And s0 on. The above

for

“highway
ogainst
surance.

robbery"”
non-government

Queen’s
Park
e — RO

By Dierek Nelson

In a way, when you think about 18
there's  something wanderfutly
ironic about the approach. Grubby
materialism  usually doesn’t  find
much favor with the NDP.

And there Is something doubly
ironle, too, about their bosh-lhe
Insurance-companies campaign.

One of the NDP's favarite targets
has  been Co-Operators  In-
surance, the largest supplier of auto
insurance in Ontarie.

Ye! The Co-Operators is the
clessle kind of operation that, in any
wther context, New Democerals love.

[t isn't owned by some top-hatled
capitalist, Rather, its owners are 15
Canadian co-operatives, credit
unions and farm organtzations.

And several other insurance com-
panies in the car business. aro
mutual  companies, meaning they
are, in essence, owned bv their
poticyholders.

New Democrats say they support
such iypes of ownership. But cer-
tainly that principle appears to have
Hone out the window with auta in-
surance in favor of the NDP's old
stand-by - government ownership.

That means monopoly control of
the business, a government stan-
dard of service and the possibility of
disruptive strikes. ;

Heroin is

_ car insurance in Ontarlo
5 h*ﬂ‘:’ﬂ}’ robbery. Nothing less

private insurers have taken
advantage of the drivers of Ontario,

the
syslem. The premiums are

quotes are
from the press release for the NDP's
campalgn

car jn-

And for what?

According to the NDP at their
press  conference  this  week, an
average 1986  aute insurance
premium in Saskaichewan was $798,
Maniteba 3324, Brtish  Coluimbig
#3795 and Ontorio S605.

Initiatly, the NDP attribited the
305 to The Co-Operalars, but finally
had to aodmit that the data The Co.
Operotors had given them showed
the company’s average premium lo
be $449. The $605 was the PEMY'S own
“composile'” [igure,

Interestingly, the difference bet
ween the lop ond bottom western
plan ($167) 1s a lot wider than that
1856) between The Co-Operators and
the province most comparoble 1o
Ontario, which is B.C

It sort of mukes the insurance
falmpany point that car insurance
Fates are highly reflective of local
condilions.

Yel, partly becouse the NDP up-
m] is 50 hasic - right to the pocket-

k - the Liberol government i
having trouble dealing with it

Consumer Minister  Monte
Kwinter seems unsure whether her
octunlly believes in  privately-run
gulo nsurance or whether he likes
having the government do the joh.

One minute he §s fighting back
against NDP assaults on the in
surance industry, calling NI critic
Mel Swart's claims voodoo
CCONOMICS.

The next he is musing  about
varipus punitive measures short of
nationalization he might use pains
insurance companie: (o beard o
“roll back excessive rutes” is oned
cven though there isn't the slightest
bit of evidence that the companies
are doing anything thal needs curb-
ing.

Most instructive of ol was the -
pointment of Chicl Justice Coulter
Osbatnie to  examine no-faull  in-
surance ond o suggest whelher a
kovernment or privately-run  plan
would be preferable.

MNothing  better  illustrates  the
Liberals' fundamental ambivilenee
about whether they favar a govern
menot takeover of a further slice of
Ontario’s vconomic activily wr
whether they support leaving it in
nan-government hands

One can only suspeet thot 1
because they'll do whatever the perlls
indicate is populur - regardless of
whether it is right.

supported

if for terminally ill
says Cancer Society

Purning the past vear or more, a
great many articles have appenred
in the press about the use of heroin
for the relief of paln in cancer pa-
tients. Many of these articles have
cither misinterpreted | or
misundersiood the role of the Cana-
dian Cancer Socicty.

The Canadion Cancer Socicty is a
beely of lay volunleers dedieated 10
the cause of assisting cancer pa:
tienis, cducating the public about
cancer and raising funds for cancer
research. The Society is nat invelved
in the practice of medicine.

The Secicty is dedicated to
assisting physicians to provide the
best  possible  medieal care  for
cancer patients. To this end. the On-
tario Division of the Society spent

maore than $2.% million in 1% 10 pro.
vide services for cancer palients

These  expenditures  inelyded
substantial fmancinl  assistance to
pravide  pain-relieving  drups  for
cancer  patients.  However, s
drugs ‘must be prescribed by physi-
cians and dhey must  be legaliy
available.

“As heroin has been legalized by
the Federal Government for use in
trealing  terminally il cancer pal
tienly, the Ontario Division of tho
Canadian Cancer Society bas added
it to the list of pain-retieving doups
for  which the Division provites
finnncial  assistance 1o nectdly -
tients,” according to Onptano i
sion President, [sabel Rubin,

Strong seller’s market
for homes in 1986: study

Solid, often dramatic, gains  in
housing prices woere txperienced in
almost every Ontario community in
1086,

According to the Hoval LePage
Survey of Canadion flouse Prices
released recently, property  values
wore up A {o 30 per cent in many
centres with increases of 40 and 58
per cenl experienced in some |oen-
lions.

"It was a strong seller's market
throughout 1386," says Bernie Vogt,
Vice Presldent and Divisionul
General Manager for Royal Lebage,
“Nevertheless, in Fl-lpil[': of significant
price Increases, firsl-lime  buyers

were fairly active.”
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NOW AVAIL ABLE

Surve
cenl in 198G, to g
$3.000, from $56.000 2

Mo Vopt made his comments with

the release of the Janvary 1ssue of
the
Prices. The quarterly, cross-Canpds
sludy tracks the estimated selling
price of six categorics of housing in
over 170 communities from coast
coast.

survey  of  Canadian  House

Some of the greatest Eians were
made in Western and Central {in-
tario centres. In Guelph, for exam.
ple, a  Standard Townhouse, a4
described  in the Hoyal  LaePage
jumped in vilue by 59 por
current price of
¥oar o

V. Clothing

Mens » Ladies » {hilarens
ALTERATIONS & REPAIAS

877.1598

“Next to cancer, Cystic Fibrosis takes the lives
of more Canadian kids than any other disease.”

Robbie Thompson’s doing all
he can to fight CF today.

-1

seven-year-old  Christopher McHugh was one of many fishermen who
iricd thelr luek ot the old paper mill dam In Glen Willlams on Saturday,

thw  ficst

day of trout flahlag sesson, The fish weren't bltlng when

(hirlstopher was there, but ul Jeost he was able to improve his casting
technlgues. The youngster is seen here flshing alongside of Bernarnd

Botssonneault. (Herald photo)

Farmers fight dev

By ANIPEDERIAN

Herald Staff
The pressure 1o use agricultura)
land  for  indusirial  an housing
developments is high in Halton, and
s causing the Halton Federation of

Adnculture some coneern.
[asl week, Fuderation FEPresen-
talive Norm Bipgar, a leng  lime
farmer in e Kegion, told Halton

Library book review

Hegionnd  councitiors they must
recogmize the value and unigueness
of goud productive land

- "While It may not be
weep all of the prime foodland for
agriculture  production, gaod
oquitable policies are needed to e
sire that the best agricultural Jund
15 :rut vanverted to other uses.” be
s

possible 1o

Arevolutionary view
about our computers

Gassee, Jean-Louls, The Third
Apple: personal computers and
the cultars revolutlon,
Harcourt Brace Jovanaovich, 1947,

tinssee  once  supgested  thay
Fritee’s two principal NeWSpapers,
unt  comummunist o and one  eonser.
vitive, be anerged, and o conpuker
o be wsed to produce separate wli-
Hos  The comimunists being botter
writers. would continue o produce
thewr paper while  the cunputer
would  change  alt the positives o
megiatives in order to give the consor.
vative odition the approprinte slant!
such 15 Gassee's approach {o com.
paters-arreverent, Jooking for o dif.
ferent wiy to make his paint

=

Light pole hit

taken 1o
Memarial

A Bramaien
{irorgetown
Hispitad  after  an aceident  at
Guelph  Street and  Delrex
Boulevard al 6.2 pm April 20
Pultew say o 1986 Mazds was west.
bound un Guelph Street when 5
driver suffered a dubelic Taction
The vehiele strick two light stan
dard island poles and spun inte the
driveway of 360 Guelph  Streot
sleven Costerus, 25, was taken to
(reorgelown  [hstrict Memarial
Hospital by ambulance where he
wits treated and released. Damnge
o the car s set at $10,000 and
dumage to works department pro-
perty is S1.500

FEIvEf L L
[hstricl

For many Norlh Americans.
iollowing the [ead of Alvin Tolfler,
the “vulturs]l revolution™ of the com-
puater s thought to centre around the
voneept  of  the  *“clectronic  cat-
Lage’ - cmployees working al home
and  communicating wilh the *‘of-
fice™  through o computer But

Gasses’s musings on  the
revolutinary  noture  of  computers
spang from his relationship with Ap-
piv Computers the's vop. for product
teveiopmenty  and  being o well-
vehucated Frenchman, Thus we have
ssays o the juy of discovering
spreadsheets (o truly mystical ex-
wiience for  those of wus doing
wigets!), on the Ymitations of ar-
tiljeinl intelligence, and the poctry
and art of the microcomputer,

Opimionated  and humourous,
Gissee brings o sensitivity te the
subject of computers that much of
the Lilerature lacks. Instead of a
socielogical  tract ¢ computer
manunl, we are given a marvelous
cotlection of vssays. For that he can
v forgiven cnmp;lrlmiz the  Apple
Mucintosh with the apple that teinp
ted Eve of the one that suggested the
wactical effecis of gravity 1o Isaac
L‘w;’rrm
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FITNESS CENTRE
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HENUCHED Al AIN-Sharing
Sccrels s one of he latest works of
artisl  Lea Vivol-Flshmon o visil
Artcast Inc. of Georgelown lor g
hronze cast, Tt will be token o Fillk

elopment

A “very touchy' lssue in Halton Is
the coaversion of farmland to other
s, especially when il affects the
operation of the neighbourtng
farmland, Mr. Biggar sald,

Farmland adjacent te these
developments  must  be  protected
from harassment, the Federation
belivves.  Before a8 “*Feodland
Preservation Pelicy' is brought in
by the province, “Hight te¢ Farm™
legislution should be enncled,

Hecently, the Foderation asked
Halton to hire an independent
agnicullural  impaet  assessor  to
work on subdivision and rezoning
applications where the fees would be
charged back to the applicant by the
Reglon,  This  would overcome
misrepresenlations as are seen in
wome applications, Mr. Biggarsaid.

According  to  Ministry of
Agriculture  statisties, there are
1,280 farmers in Halton's 272,000
;:u)f?.lliltiun. There are 950 farms, but
iy 290 of them have sales greater
tlaan 325, 000,

Most farms are raising  eaitle,
hojs and  growing hay, wheat and
groins _

Farm cash receipts of $75 million
are  down substantially (965 per
rent) from 1985 when it was 33
nillion. This reflecls genernl farm
conditions although the overall pro-
vince showed o 118 per cenl in-
crease, Mr. Biggar soid.

(ther reasons for Halton's lower
cash receipts are the actual lose of
tand  frem production and the
decrease fn corn servage from 27,000
to 17,500 acres, he said,

“Two bright spots in Hallon's
agriculture cconomy are the poultry
el fruit and vegetable industries,”™
Mr. Biggar said.

Poultry takes less land to produce
than mos1 other commodities, and
Halton Producers have the ad-
vantage of being close to the lorgest

essor in Ontario, Maple Lodge

TiUrms

He noled fruit and vegetable -
duction in the Region is higher than
the provineinl overage because
Halton farmers are close to a ready
markel and have grod productive
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pressure

Class | Jand and climatic conditions
crealed by Lake Ontario and the
Niagara Escarpment.

Another agricultural use in finlton
is the horse industry. Horses need
oota, hay and straw, bring visitors,
breeding  fees, employment  nnd
rack winnings te the community .

Did  wou ﬁmw Halton bas three
milk processors (Neilsons, Oakville
Dairy, McCains Dairygold), three
milk transperiation companies,
liree direct farm nnchinery denler-
ships, seven feedmills, tweo
agricultural  chemical  componivs,
one secd house (Dominlon  Seed
House), 12 velerinarians, three farm'
building oand granary manuine-
lurers? '

Halton . agriculiure also silracls
visilors to the Region Mr. Biggar
nated Chud]nj‘?h*ﬁ Apple Farm on
Highway 25 draws 150,000 visitors
annually, and the Oniario
MAgricultural Museom  «draws 40,000
visitors annually.

The Regien also has 11 pick-your-
own operations, twe mushroom pro-
ducers {(Leaver Mushrooms,
Meadowglen Mushrooms), and the
Mchawk Racetrack.

Wrapping up his 20 minute speechy,
Mr. Biggar relierated the Feddera-
tion wants development done in an
orderly fashion (o minimize the im-
pact on present agrieuliure,

"As far as overall planning is con-
cirned, less productive (Class 4 10 T
land could and should he built upen
to save the beiter Cilass 1 land,
remembering  thol  existing  farm
enlerprises  neetd  protection,”  he
said.

"We would definitely prefer infill-
ing and usage of already separated
lots rather than the tremendous in-
aease in land grabbing ond separa-
tions that are under way at the mo-
ment,”’ Mr. Biggar said.
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265 Guolph 5t., Georgotown

Phoneo: 877-86136

Proaery-A-Shine « Rual Proaling * Uphaistary-Gord = Window Tinling |
* Vinyl Repar * Pinstnping and Molding

Won’t you join the fight?
Won’t you help find the cure for
Canada’s thousands of Robbies?

Please send your donation to:

Canadian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
P.O. Box CF, Toronto, Ontario, M4P 2G5

Your donstlon ls tax dedmctible, Charitable reglstration No.i 0172872-11-13

OFFER EXPIRES MAY 2nd, 1987
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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