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Anyooe who was of drinking a
back In 187 and Iived!nurugr 0
ronto will know about The Sliver Rail,
It was the first restaurant In Oatario
licensed to serve mixed drinks. and [i
was & hit with the public from the first
day [t ng'cnad. In April of that year,
Nick Yloldassis and Jim Demeroy.
Us, the present owners of The Sliver
Rell, have come up with an unusual
way of celebrallng their estahlish-
ment's 40th annlwrsag, which will
be observed from April [o May 9,
Both men are members of the Vari-
ety Club of Ontarlo, which Ly currently
raising money for a much-needed
swimming pool for handicapped chil-
dren at Varlety Village. So, aoyone
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who makes & dooation of $2% o Vari-
ely Village gets a Ucket that will entl-
e !hlﬂﬂacmn lo a dinper at The Sil-
ver during the celebration, at
IH7 prices, There's a special menu
for that period of time (roast beef, for
example, Is $allable (o anyene who

resents a tickel obtalned from the

arlety Club, Alzso on that special
meoy, cockiafls gre aboul &5 cents
and beer Is 45 cents,

You can [nfuur!lﬂn:ln
$16-961-7300, and besides tha ticket for
a Stlver Rall dinper, you get a recelpt

for lax purposes.

The Silver Rail opened on April 2,
1947, Onlario’s second Licence went (o
the Barclay Holsl and the third went
o Lhe Cluz Norman — both places
oow defunct. Such long-establlicshed ho-
lels as the Royal York and the King
Edward got thelr liquor licences

¥ "
But for the first couple of yeary, The
Sliver Rall was the most popular eat-
ery {with drinks) li‘gﬂ E:mntgsﬂne-
ups, especially on yan ur-
dl.p; nights, began at the door, at
Yonge and Shuler Sts., went along
Shuter la Vietorla St., and then up
Victoria, were no reservatlons,
but patrons were willing to endure
long waits just to try out the new “din-
Ing lounge,”* This room was (and ls)
in tha basement; & “cocktall jounge™
wis aleo opened on the street leve).

A life of independence

Canada's “Man In Mollon" Rick
Hansen is just one of many people
who have recorded remarkable
achievements ite severe spinal
cord  injuries. “A Life oOf In
dependence”, airing Friday, May 1,
9 - 10:00 pm., on Global, salules
Hansen and olher dlsable le
who, through amazing t ogical
edvances, have re-enlered the waorld
of the able-bodled. “A Life of In-

ence'”, nnrrn!ninI:!y Veteran
Canadian actor Raymond Burr, is
E'Ddumd by Hy Perspectives Modla
roup in azspciation with the Global
Television Network.

In pddition to a segment on
Hanzen, the spedal leatures o group
of six quadriplegiec, respirator-
dependent men who have chosen Lo
leave the hospitol ward and live en
their own In a development called
Croekview 202, These men are
among the most severely disabled
:nm In the world to live Independent
ves,
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Oze of the Rail's features was a
Iobster tank, just inside the window
faclng Yonge St., from which patrons
could chonse the exact lobster lbcdy
wanted — whils {1 was still alive and,
thus, [ncontrovertlbly fresh.

Mona Borland remembers those
early days at The Sliver Rall. She be-
Ban working there 23 a wallress a
month after it opened. Now aged 77,
Bfona stlli works there (as a hostess)
two days a week,

“I remember those lorg line-
ups,” she lold me. “Sometlmes they
siarted right at' the bottom of these
stalrs and wenl all the way around to
Vicloria St. and beyond."

She remembers that cuslomers
wera eager Lo Ury oul the new cock-
tails available — a Pink Lady one
day, a Gimlet or a Manhattan or g
Tom Collins the next time. “Very fow
people drank wine, then,” she added.

Parlly because of ity location, the

became a regular port of call for
the Cily Hall crowd. Mona remembers
Toronto m:ivnn Nathen Phillips, Al-
lan Lamport and Blll Summerville, as
well a3 many members of councll,

Masge all, virlually across
Shuter SL, also provided many distin-
ﬂ&lwaui:ltnrl [rom S[r Ernest Mac-

ilan and Welter Susskind and Seij
Ozawa (when they were Toronto Sym-
phony conductors) to Harry Belafonte
and Marge and Gower Champlon,
stich olher vislting enlertainers as
Johnole Hay, Barbaza MeNslr and
Hmﬂiﬂ Hogers also [requented The Sii-
ver Rail.

In the Exr1y Tos0r0E Hal DCEI.D a
policy of offering entertalnmesnt (n the
dinlng lounge. Mona Borland recalls
the Snider Trio playlng there,
along with sioger Belly Jean F
son, the Halifax beauty who already
had been a Miss Cansda. The last act
Eﬂ play there was The Deep River

¥i. :
In (he mid-1950s, Mona left the Rail
because 5 thnnﬁe in worklog hours
made il Impossible for her o Jook af-
ler her iwo growing sons. She went lo
work in an olfice — hired by a Silver
Rall customer. She lked her new
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boss, bul the hated offlce work. “'I've
always liked being a Wlllrm.. be-
cause you meel 50 marncjg-reﬂ-ple. * she
sald. “And you gel a insight Inio
pecple.”” She also worked hard to u
grade the Image of waltresses, whi
she says, was “nol very good” In
those days,

Mike
owners of the Ral, bought out his
partners after a falling out. (There
was & court case, during which detalls
of the Rall's ampzing financlal suc-
cess ralsed a lot of eycbrows.) But by
1961, his heallh was poar, so he sold
the business lo Nick Yiuidassis and
Jim Denieroutls {who had restaurant
experience In Ollawa). .

girl who worked lo the check

ropm sometimes called In Mopa lo
work In her place when she needed a
day olf. Nick noliced that Mona kpew
her way around — he dida't know she
had worked there - and re-hired her.,
She has been there now for 28 conlln-
uous years. “And I still love the
work,"” she told me.

Nick jokingly sald he was golng lo

¢t Mona lo In 1947 clothes for

e 40th anniversary celebration,
Mooa laughed and said, “Al right,
but no pletures.”

Il there was ever any doubt &3 1o
what a {ine actor Paul Soles is, it van-
Ishes long belore Lhe final curtaln falls

bl

eorgas, one of the griginal
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on i'm Not Hﬂll]pﬂ rt, the Herb Gard-
ner play In which Soles and Leon Bibb
are siarring al the HRoyal Alexandra
Thealre la Toronto,

Fur a long Uime, Soles was regarded
as a compelent host andor loler-
viewer on & successlon of televislon
shows (Take 30, This Is The Law, Can-
ada Aftcr Dark, Beyood Reason, ele.)
thal exhibited only the Lip of tho Soles
lceber

In recent years, he has dane cred-
[table acting work In Calgary, Edman-
ten, Toronto and other ecentres, In
such naled giar: as Talley's Folly and
The Dlary {f Anne Frank.

But ncver before has he had as rich
and rewarding a role as thal of Lhe
feisly, charming, indomlitable 81-year-
old yarn-spianer In this dellciously
Tunny and emotionally louching play.

Leon Blbb, who plrﬁy: his g:ri:-
bench partner {2lso made up to be an
octogenarian), Is also quite elfective,
But the Paul Soles role is stronger
more fully rounded, and 5o the nighl
belongs to Soles,

There was an extra boaus to he
opening nlﬂﬂ at the Hoyal Alex. Dur-
Ing the Intermission, (healre ocwner
Ed Mirvish stcered me toward 8 man
and casually introduced him as “the
author of the play.”

Having been a Herb Gardoer {an for

cars, | was as lirllled at mecling

Im as [ was by seeing hil’fh . His
Bt is in his abiiity to mine the fumor

SPRING EDITION

Cutloo

es of The Silver Rail

oul of ihe harsh realities of life, In this

case old age.
His most famous play, A Thousand

Clowns, has long been a favorilo of
mine. I also lked the film version of
The Goodbye People, although It was
nol a success, and I unblush R}ruﬂd
him how much I admire his work.
During our brief chat, I asked Gord-

ner whether there were nrﬁv oflan: far
a movie verslon of I'm Rappa-

port.
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The Terra(btta Inn

Nestied in the middio of the quial,
humble villago of Terra Colta is an inn
thal’s unfergetiable for the sconery and
alghtiul food and servico,

The Torra Cotia lnn is the perfect spot
(2 have a reatiul lunch balors tacing tha
aftornoon’s heclic rush

For startors, considor frosh Atlanlic
musaels in basd and tomato sauce an 3
boed of pasta. Thare's alsg graviax
gaumon, pate masan on croule or anli-
pasta to chooso rom.

Soups are always delicious and
prepiied dody wih frosh Ingredients
whilo Fronch onion soup is g delght
anylime,

There are throe types of salads 1o
choosa from, including tha popular
Caesar, Ia salade gratinee and a salnd
featuring the best of what the season
hus fo offer

The entroes oro whal averyone suraly
wans for. Thare is o good variaty fo
chooso from. including brook trout
potk modallions, omedloitos, milk fed
calf livar, siicin sleak and supromn of
chicken. And don'l loave the lable
wilhout trying some of 1he tnsty
homemade desserts. You won'l be
diaappaintod!

WIN $25.00

WHO TAKES VISA, MASTER CARD
AND AMERICAN EXPRESS?
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The Week!

- OPEN TUESDAY TD SUMDAY —

Four Licenced Dining Rooma With
Banguo! Facilios For 100 or Laaa

175 King St.
TERRA COTTA
453-8281

=\

The Colonel's taste
is best.

Fried

Kentucky Nuggels
GNoggels S Nuggels 20 Hoggets
3928 3339 3Q6S

118-A BUELPH ST,

877-5241
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