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squash exchange works for benefit of all

Georgetown was one of the slops
on a tour by the Jamnican Nautional
Junior Squash team, as they took to
the couris for a series of exhibitlon
matches against local junjors, lns
Wodnesday.

Geargmown Racguet Club hosted
the event, which was staged through

Ontario.

| Clarke Is the coach of tha
Jumalcan team, which is making
stops in Ottawa, Brockville, Orillia
Alax, Woodbridge, Oakville,
Etobicoke, and Toronlo, as well as
Georgelown, during the two-week
tour,

The Jamaican-born Clarke splils
his year between living an the
Esla‘mef and in Toronto.

With a polulation of twe millian,
i's somewhat surprising. o learn
that there are only about 500 sfUash
players on the istand,

However, pgiven the fact that
Jamaica i3 n  predominantty popt
country, and that there is enly one
cluly for the entire island, it comes as
tess of a surprise. '

“I's a major thing for them,"
Clarke says. ~ "Here, the parents
drive their kids to a tournamend
samewhere two hours down the
mad. When we want 1o go to a lour.
nament, il's a matter of flying 1,200
miles.

Clarke has focused his oitentions
on promoling the sport of squash
with young people on the island,

This i3 1]:-‘ second year a lour of
this kind has been held, and Clarke
says It gives the young Jamaican
payers somelhing to shoot for.

“"We're brying to develop an many
junior ptoyers in Jamoica as we
possibly can. This tour is an incen-
tive for the kids to work for. The
ones who :how the most potential,
get totravel ™

The cost of the team's Iransporta.
tion is covered by Air Jamaica.

The Jomaican squash association

. has  been active for 10 years,

however Clarke says the junior pro-
gram has been neglected for some
time. This is something he hopes to
help change.

"I'd like to sce the kids who can't
afford it, be ahle to play. There's a
plan to build new courts at (he
umiversity in  Jamaica, which |
would like to see go l.hrméﬁ.h. It
would pul more people in touch with
the game,"" -

On the courts, the five Jamalean
(eam members emerged victorious
throughout over ‘the local players,
although many of the matchups
were ver close.

Paul Duval, squash director for
the Georgelown Hacquel Club, said
there was far mare to be learmed
through the  exhibition matches,
though, than just squash, ,

“There's an element of social oxX-
posure to Kids from another country,
ns well,"” he says. I think this is
Yery positive, so 1 was anxious to
promoteil.™

Duval says the Georgetawn club's
Junor program is virtually in the in.
fancy stages, =0 the Jamaicans

cthaps had  a slight advantage,

ving played in more lourmaments,

One clement of the game. In par-
ticular, stood aut 10 Duval in the
malches he viewed,

"They seem to be o little more
disciplined. Our players seemed to
g for the winning shot tog soon.
They were a little too snxious ™

In the feature mateh of the night
Clarke and Gene Dujval, o seasoned
player [rom Brampton, teok to the
courls In n best-of-three mateh that
wont the limit.

The 1wn maintained a competitive
bt good-natured pace, exchanging
excellent squash shots, that drew tp-
plause from the sizea ble'gallery.

In the end, it was Duval who came
oul on top by scores of 96, 79 and
87

Members of the Jamaican team
who played in the exhibilion series

A oamber of local squash enthmalssis hove put  son. Hack row,

together & junlor team, which played & series of exhibi-
tion matches lusl - Wednesday sgainst a group of
Jamalcan players. Froot row, from feft, Owen Jones.
Kelth Smith, and Jeif Pater-
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Newinan, Karen Smith, Melanle Jans, Jim Dierofl, and
Alexander Oldaker, Absent when the pholo was taken
was conch Murray Jamm, (Herald photo)
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An exhibiilon Mussh meich belween Phil (Tarke, squash Jsluytrm Here, Clarke on Lhe tight, fires a
coach of the famaican national juniors. and Gene Duval  backhan + While Duval prepares for & re(urn. (Herald
of Hrampton, was the highlight of 2 series of malches  pholal

last  Wednesday between the Jamaleans and local

included Joey Levy (ranked third od second, under 14); and Samantha  Paterson. Andrea Newman, Karen
for Jamaican junlors umder 16): Templer tranked first, under 12, Smith, Melanie Jans, Jim Dieroff,
Karen Anderson {ranked first, The Georgetown team - members and Alexander Oldaker. Their
under 19); Robert Reynolds tranked included Owen Jones, Dobby Sun, ooaches are Christine Kogon and
first, under 14); Marcos Chen crank- Greg Sinclatr, Kelth Smitk.  Jeff Murray Jans,

Christine Kogan (Coach), Andrea A group of Jamaican squash players were in Geswrgelown last Wednes-
day to (ake on junier members [rom the tocal club in & series of exhibilion
matches. Seen here kneeling from left, are Karen Anderson and Joey
levy. Slanding sre Mercus Chen, Phil Clarke (Coach), Samantha
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