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Move up date

A four month delay in
unfair and unacceptable.

nearing Dr. Jack Ford's appeal is

Thg pﬂpula_r dqngnr at Georgetown District Memorial
Hospilal lost his privileges at the hospital effective April 7.
But the reasons behind why the doctor's privileges were

revoked haven't been
defend himself or

1 released, Dr. Ford won't be able to
disspell the rumors and answer ques-

tions until an Ontario Hospital Appeal Hearing.

Conversely,

the hospital board doesn’t want to divulge

information with an appeal board hearin g pending.

In the meantime, a docto
from properly treating his
board's decision are the
are suddenly
their choice.

This is being felt most
built up a trust with their

r has been effectively cut off
patients. Also affected by the
dozens of patients of Dr. Ford who
prevented from being treated by the doctor of

by pregnant women who have
doctor and now face the emo-

tional trauma of {finding a new physician.
These innocent vietims of Dr. Ford must wait for four

tor or his patients?
should

‘answer that question.

months until an appeal can be heard. Is

this fair to the doc-

Did Dr. Ford have a proper hearing by the board and
he have been invited to defend himself? Only a pro-
per hearing of the Ontario Hospital

Appea! Board can

_ What deserves immediate attention is the length of time
it takes to hold an appeal hearing. We understand the ap-

peal board has a backlog and cases are judged on a first

come, first served basis.

But something should be done to speed up the appeal pro-
cess, A doclor's ability to practice is being threatened and
his patients are in an emaotional tailspin. Don't his patients
have a right to know why he can't practise medicine in the

hospital?

No.good reason is served by prolonging this issue and

; delaying the hearing to the end of the summer. The matter

will only fester in the minds of those who find themselves

embroiled in this controversy.

The only solution is to move the hearing date forward.

Critics of the board's decision should realize that
lawyers have advised both sides to avoid comment for fear
of jeopardizing their case at the appeal hearing. For this
reason, it would be unrealistic to ask the hospital to public-

ly release information about the

board hearing will be open

doctor now. An appeal

te the public and all of the

evidence will be weighed in a democratic matter.
Could the board have avoided the apparent feelings of

mistrust and suspicion which some

ing as a result of the incident?

people are experienc-.

This issue highlights the board’s decision to operate by

closing ils doors to the
Ontarig

public. Many hospitals throughout
have open board meetings. Though the Dr. Ford

decision would still have been made in-camera, open
meetings give people the impression the board invites in-
put and criticism from the publie it serves.

Dunce cap feeling
for NDP hecklers

The New Democratic Party MPs

" who heckied U.S. President Romald

' Reagen while he addressed Parlla-

© ment are, not surprisingly,

getting

. dumped on fram t heights,

. hospitable thing to do.

And it waan't o wvery

When o

really

* foreign head of state is given the

- rare opporfunity
. parliomentarians,
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« with "Dunce caps for the NDP"',

to address our

common
dictates that he or she be
to speak without impelite In-

ter jections.
Ottawa
Report

courics

By Slewart Macl.eod

felt strongly enough mbout this to
ne three offending mémbers -
Benjamin, John Parry and
Svend Robinson - and give them a
small plece of his mind. Mr. Broad-
bent couldn’l do thls carller because
he hod lo rush out of the Commons
immediately after the Reagan
h to attend a meecling of
Soclalist International in Rome.

YWhether he would hava made
reprimanding phone calls just a few
years ago, when the NDP was busy
faunting Its feisty lefiist leanings, s
academic. The point is that the

nt-day NDP, suddenly second
n the oplnlop polls, Is exiremely
sensitive about allemating its new-
found suﬁrt in the political centre.

“The was mad ot me and satd
g0,”” remarked Mr. Benjamin.
“Maybe 1 should have kept my big
mouth ghut."’

Just oboul evervone who has
spoken or wrilten on the subjoct
seems to ogree. One uebee
per headlined an  editorial

ALMOST PREDICTABLE
Okay, we all agree that the NDP

E'h&k!er_s wotlid have been beller ad-
. vised to keep qulet as the U.S. presi-

- dent work

thrbugh hls 3-minute
to MPs and eenators. But in

: ugeech
- the universal denunciation of the
- chalty soclalists, there (s a tendency

: to overlook what brought on these

- outbursts.

And when you consider that every
word uttered by the president while
in OQOttawa was checked, double-

" checked and even triplechecked by

hoth Americans and Coanadiang - this
trip was carefully crafted to avold

' any presidentinl pitfalls - one tends

** tawa who think, and

. to wonder what was behind some of
+" Mr. Reagan's remarks.

Th re o few le around M-
ko Peaﬁ'llﬂk ﬂmnﬂl i

that the comments which b t

h -

forth the heckling were deliberately
designed [or that purpose - Lo expose
the tackiness of the dreaded
socialists.

This may or may nol be so - but
Mr. Reagon certainly scemed ready
for the Interjectlons. “Is there an
echo in here?” he nsked, with a
mischicvous  grin. And certalnly

Tory MPs have been making (he
most out of the NDP's boorishness,
rudeness, bad mnonners or whatever
else they want tocall it.

br. Reogan's quick putdown of
the sociolists also made for great
television back home.

Only the NDP lost on Lhis one.

QDD REMARKS

Wwe'll probably never know
whether there was more Lo the lncl-
dent than meeis the eye, or ear. Bul
if the U.S. president were coming lo
Canada for the express purpose of
feiling o rise out of the New
Democrots, he couldn't have design.
ed a better speech. _

It wasn't the uwsual stufl of visiting
htads of stale who lnvariably strive
to stay away from demestic pelicies
and party ideologics.

And as soon as Mr. Reagan began
oY lng the gloties of free enter-

s¢, 45 he did, one knew the New
E}emmmu wouldn't be poundin
their desks with enthuslasm. An
when he mounted a spirited defenco
of Star Wars - already rejecleu .y
Conoda - It was clear that the NDP
silence would be even more dealen-
ing. Among all partics, the New
Democrals are the most sirident op-
ponents of Star Wars.

When the president got around to
defending U5, policy in Nilcaragua
and talked about troubles on “our
shores”, ihe reaction was predic-
toble.

It wasn'l necessary for Mr,
Heapgan, considering the purpese of
his visit, to gel Into these Issues.
There was ample material nvailable
on direct Canadlan-U.8. concems.

Consldering the free-spirited
traditions of the NDP, il's not ab-
solutely startling that the ldent
would hear things like “No way',
“Stop Etor Wara now', and *'Stop
funding *ha Contras, Reagan'',

Poor manners perhaps, but not
startling.

Mr. Benjamin, whlle sorry he

his mouth, stlill malntains

t the president also *'misbehay-
ed" on Canadion soil. And on
unapofogetic Mr. Robinson says i
was unacceploble for the president
o “lecture” Canadlom MPs on
policles either opposed by Parlin-
ment ar ope of the partles within it

L]

ETrA 1T FOUT ol OTam . TE LES A

BULME o 4
i i

EYERYBOVY
GO HOME

#IEFAEL PiL.O:, KA.,
AMAL, PRUSE, SHijTEY,

O M s 4T, 408 ke 157D
SYRA

MAEOHITE
Al gt tam g

Kvaps, funnl imoiFang

*

Citizens’ forum
Faith in board members

Dear Sir,

Further to recent criticisms of the
Georgelown Hospital Board, 1 offer
the following peints to be con-
sldered:

I. The Georgelown Hospital Board
ls a volunteer group comprised of I8
capable men and women responsible
for o budgel of 6 millien dellars
tlarger than most Georgetown
businesses),

2. These dircctors have proven
their capabilitles over the years,
same members serving many veors,
These are responsible people who
are not radicals searching to embar-
ross their staff. They have better
and more productlve matters (o
discuss,

3. Typicul of any business, pro-
biems wsually occur aver a length of
time before drastic action is tuken.
Certainly o person would not b
judged by a lfew complaints or court
cOSes.

1. The medical profession is 4 pro-
tective clique who do not generally
crilicize or comment en lellow pro-
fessionals without gond neason,

3. I Is not unusunl to forbid discus
sion of an employee's termination
until the courts prepare their deci.
sion. Until that time it is unfair for
the public to uest  information
thal may be confidential or pre-
Judiciul,

6. Since there is only one full time
dynecalogist it is imperative thal the
Bourd and the people of Georgetown
have conftdence in thal person,

7. Dectors are not infallible :and
most pailents have a strong emn-
tional attachment to theic doctor. If
¥ou requesl three quotes for o car
repair  then  perhaps when  one's
health is concerned we should all
ﬂumlinn whfi we would accept one
ocior's oplnion.

B. Certoinly the system needs 1n be
evaluated lo be sure that citizens’
concems are dealt with honestly and
clearly. Meanwhile, let's have some
faith in the volunteers who run the
board. They have noaxe to grind.

Arenda Sisnett
MD can't deliver
her third child

EDITOI'S NOTFE: The lollowing let-
ter wans [lled with The Herald for
blicatlon.

car Mr. Hochon,

1 am writing this letier to express
my feniinf:s gbout  the recent
removal of Dr. Ford's  hospital
privileges. Dv. Ford has been my

necoleglst-ohstetrician for the last
eight years. During that period, |
have always found him to be sym-
pathelic, consclentious and campe-
tent. Dr. Ford has acted immedinte-
fy when 1 have had any problems
and he has always been available for
consullation - day, night or weekemnd,
[ presently have twa healihy
children, which Dr. Ford delivered
by Caesarlan seclion. 1 recovered

uickly and without complications
rom Lhe sUrgery, -

I am deeply concerncd 1that Dr.
Ford will not available to deliver
my third child which I am expecting
in six wecks. 1 would prefer to have
the doctor which | have learned {o
Irust and respect aver the past eight
years, deliver my baby, At the mo-
ment, 1 am withoul a declor who is
qualified to carry cut this procedurs:.

I am also concerned with the
method of the removal of Dr. Ford's
hospital privilegrs. The hospitak

Board meetlng on April 7. 17 was

colled with  wvery fittle notice.
Hospital Bonrd members were phon-
od only a few days in advance. Dr
Ford, himsell, wos not  present
because he was  performing  an
cemergency Coesarion section at the

me of the meeting. The decision on

In your opinion

SHEILA
“From
(hockey)

RICK NUME: *“As
long ns everyone is
out there
thelr capabi
keep It golng'
you should win
gamea., You can't
always coach {rom
the heoart, but
whalever brings out
tha beat in the guys."'

lever in

hockey

from Major
and down."’

DIXON:
1'.l‘u:l 2
peint o©
m";g t{r; view, you go for the
: fo. 1 am a non-
uzl ee
tlme for this level of
{rep,
star). It should only
developmentnl
Alom

n man's carcer and livelibom! wos
miade without him being able to bear
the cose nnd Jdelend himsell, This s
nol what Conadion democracy and
justice s abeut, e, Ford had
aleeady elearetd hls name once in
Iromt of a hospjtal board meeting, He
wias found to he completely profes-
sivnal by & group ol his peers.

I sincerely hape that you, for the
sake of Dr. Ford's reputation and
career and for the sake of Dr, Ford's
patients, recansider this malter in o
special  board  mecting  when  Dr.
Ford is present. To wait {for ar ap-
!mrll im Aupisl will eause undue
utrm e this hard-working, honesi
mar and to his paticits,

Yours sincerely,
Christinge E. Kopon

Injustice to
good doctor

Iwear Sir,

A definition of injuslice 1s: “'a
violation or denial of justice™, which
appears 1o be the case at present
reganding Dr, JA. Ford, obslelri-
cian  and pynecolegist,  His  rnghts
have  bheen  violated, hospital
privileges blatantly tossed aside and
refusal by the Board ol Dirveters to
allow lem to “get on with his proe-
fice of  administering  de his  pa-
tients ™

He has been ridiculed, castigaled,
defilvd  apd | denigraled by some
members of” the medical profession
i an attempl o oust and take over o
fucrative “practice. s therc n
llﬁsihllit_\' that racial diserimination
s reared ks ugly head™

I toa have rigﬂl# as a pabent and
hopelully  as o “soon-lo-be  grand-
mother”. My doughter is classified
as “high risk” and cannot be **fiufl-
wl oft™ on any medical practinner
for  optimuom  results,. We  wanl
assurance that aur hopes will finolly
i realized and this can only be ace
complished  throogh the ever wat-
clhfuel eye ond pdministrations of e,
Fortd,

Lierikn Moran

Reader supports
fellow doctor

{lear Sir,

L wius very upsetting to learn of
the suspension of Ur. Jack Fard's
hospital privileyes last week.

Since  opening my  practice  in
Georgetown in October 19945, 1 have
referred many of my pationts o Dr.
Ford and at oo time did § ever have
reason o question his mediecal
capabilities. My patienls without ex-
ception, are happy with the profes-
sional, conscientious and compas-
sionate care they've received and
they look forward to relurning to Dr.
Ferd for f(ulure pregnancics or
gynecolgle problems.

Unfortunately, their doclor of
chodee is po tonger available to them
in Georgetown. Although e, Ford's
midical license has net been of-
foeted amd he is nble 10 continue with
his  offlee roctice, an obstetrd-
cinn ‘Bynecologist's caretr  is
sevencly  limited without  haspital
privileges.

I hope that the CGeorpetown and
[Yistrict Memaorial Hospital Board ef
[Yirectors is open-minded enough 1o
review his case once more in view of
the obvious public support for this
mar.

il we were all privy to the facts in
his case, perhops we would unders-
tand the reasons for Initinting this
action and whether removal of his
hospital privileges by the Roard of
Iirectors was truly justified,

I have nnt lost confidence in Dr
Ford's “ability (o care for my pa-
tients and ontil [ see sufficicent

Questlon:

evidence 1o the contrary, [ will con-
tinue 1o refer my pationts ta him.
Dr. Caolleen Darling

Respectfor
physician

EDITOR'S NGTE: This betler wos
filed with The Herald for publica-
tlom,

Goeorgetown and  Districl
Hospitnd,

1 P'rincess Anne Dirive,
Georgetown, Ontario
Attention: Administrator
Dear Sir,

My wile is currenlly pregnoant with
vur fourth child. She 15 due ot the
beginning of August, 1997, While |
must honestly say that if she were

Memuorial

nat pregnont, T most Tikely would nol
be writing this letter, events of the
past week have marde my Eanily and
| very upset.

Dr. JA. Ford has been our
obstelrician  since 1981, during  my
wife's flirst pregnancy. We have 5
greal deal of respeet Tar lom, bath as
a physician and o persan

I'or  physiological  reasons,  my
wife has  had  owur  children by
cavsarean  section, and our  fourth
chilit: will be by the satne method,
We tearmed on Aprilt 13, 1587 thal a
appeal of Dr. Ford's suspension wil
nol be possible unlil August, 1967
This nmews s a source of  greatl
distress to us, particolarly when it i
coupled  with the  information  that
the hospital staff have not been 1ol
of the vcircumstances or reasons, an
have been insirucled net o gl
ahout the situating,

[ ekl -I.”Id:‘l'hitq'lill'!d the  reason flflI
confidentialily i the decision mak
ingr process, antd can appreciate the
ditficulty an which you must find the
reputation of the Genrgelown and
Mhsirict  Memorinl  Hospitol  as -
resull of the fragmentary informa
lion ard rumor  sureounding  the
removal of bospital privileges fro
D, Ford. :

['d like

something as

vou 1o undersiane

well, My wife' g
children  come  before abv outsidy
considerations, be they  work
churcht, or anyliing else, T conside
mysell {0 be a reasonable person
but 1 cannot understand why the on
ly hespital in  Georpetown  would
bave a Tuesday night mecting to
revoke privileges as of Wednesday
maming. This uction has left ¢
number of patients, at what should
be nne of the best times in their lives
im a state of naxiety without a lifc
ibreatentng ceason [or his haste.

We are sure that there are olhe
capable doctors who would b
available to  handle my  wife™
delivery, but the fuet af the matter i
that the hirth of a chid is ool merely
u trip o the delivery or speratin
rooms, [U's o process that the fumily
and doectar experivnce for nine mon
ths. To suddenly be inforined that at
the birth, we will be upder the ea
of a physician who has not had any
iteraction with my wife and I ove
the period of pregnancy 15 certinly
vl an optimal cendilion

My wife and 1 are not intending te
chunge doctors al s stage of th
pame, and would far rather see an
early conclusion of this matter. A
private cilizens, we have very little
power or anfluence over any of th
institutions  such as your hospital,
thal have a diceet bearing on ou
lives, and thase ol our children, W
would however, appreciate  receiv-
inge a response from you in the nea
fulure, so that we may make in-
telligent  and  informed  decisions
abuut our as yet unborn child,

alhcerely,

Iaul MeDougall,
Moulirey Crescent,

Geargelow

"What is your coaching

philosophy "

Your coaching philosophy?

C AR i N
MININCH: Tt
dépends on Lhe
lype of heckey. If
it's rep then
nim is (o play to
win, but not at any
cost. You try (o
get the best out of C
the kids witly what
they've gel to of-
rn_lll'

i MIAN:

level

and
all-

CHARLIE
“At the rep

the Ehllnnnph}'.-ls i
oy with

ressivencas
ane
dominant

H A It V E Y
WAN- GREEN: "I  the
kid. can play up.
higher, then he
should lny, Kida
should  find  theyir
owi fevel of

hockey.™

my

talent
-
will
of Lthe
prople.
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30 years ago

Ten more local businesses will
follow the lead of grocers and meat
siures In clesing Mondays and open-
ing ali day Thursdays.

be receiving

Hoatepayers will soon
their tax notices, which require pay-

ment in three instaliments on June 1,
August } and October I

The Georgelown Ralder In.
termediate Hockey Club are odds on
f{;mﬁtn {o win the Ontario Chgom-
Emnship this year, leading Tillson-
urg Fas-Drieds two games o gne in
their intermediate A playdown
series. Little trouble
in taking the remaining two Eamesg
necessary 1o cop the champlopship.
Blake Inglis, Bud Varey and Junior
deaumnnt each scored in the serjes
opener which they dropped 5-3.

15 years ago

Thousands lined the banks of the
Credit River from the 1oth Lipe
Bridge in Gien Wiltiams to the end of
the seven mile stretch in Norval to
witlch the Jaycees Crazy Boat Race,
held in the fostest [lowing water
since the roces began four years
ago.

Mayor Bill Smith and crew of o
ralt after three dumpings  were
maroened for 205 chilly r's on an
island during the race.

A bomb, discovered in
Geargetown  District Ii'iézh School
Thursday moming proved lo be a
foke when dismantled by a bomb
dispnsal crew in Georgetown Park.

The Georgetown Roiders have
outclassed the Durham Huskies in
the CHA intermediale rlurdml-'n
series to toke the championship.

Georgetown tock the series opener
here Friday by a 7-2 tally. They in-
creased their E}ad in the scries Sun-
day In Durham with a 62 victory.

10 years ago

. Wintario is coming to Halico
Hilis. A live television presentation
of the bi-monthly lottery draw will
be held at the Georgetown Metnorinl
Arenn May 26,

The Uniled Auto Workers unlon
aid Monday 185 employees of the
Georgielown Smith and” Stone Litd,
plant will be laid off for a onc week
pericd effective immediately. ;

Naney Dun]ngé presidenl of the
Halten New Liberal Assoclation for
Youth arranged for Liberal
members to meet their represen
tatives in Millon Friday. Members
are Julinn  Reed, MPP HMalton-
Burlington, Dr. Frank Phllbrook,
MP for Halton and Ross Milne, MP
for Peel-Dufferin-Simene,

o years ago

The British Monarch may have
reigned  supreme  Saturday in Ot
lawa but the Georgetown Chrysler
B a im‘
agiation of local hockey fans Sun-
day night by winning the Canadian
Intermediate A" championship
over Quesnel (B.C, ).

Steve  Lyon stood out as g
defenceman for the Raiders In the
series with Quesnel,

Forward Joe Ens caplured the
series MVP award as the scorer of
some key geals in the series,

Juhn
MoDermid

Il you weren't planning to file an
income tax relumn this year becouse
you had ne tlaxable income tp
declare - think again, You may be
missing out on a valuable tax credit,
warlh as much as %50 for you and
even more if you're married or havi
children. ]

This credit, introduced in thé
February 1886 budget, is designed to
provide n Federal Sales Tax refund
to individuals and familles with low
nel Income, .

In arder to receive the Credit, you
must file a tax return for 1986, even,
if vou don’t have taxable income
declare, Schedule eleven must also
be completed ond submilted along
with your fax refurm. 4

In order to delermine if you afe
cligible to reccive the Federal Sales
Tax Credil, complete a lax retum up
ta tine 224-Net Income. If you are
morried, your spouse’s net income
should also be calculated. Then tumn
io schedule cleven [n the tax ret
and complete it, following the I
structions in the tox gulde. Onoe
ou've completed this schedule, ﬂo
gm:k te the tax reiurn, complete |t,
and signit, H

Generally  speaking,  indlviduals
are clipible for the (ull $50 credit if
their net income in 1986 waos $15,000
or less. r

The ceredit graduslly diminishes
as 4 person's net income Increases
above $15000. When an Individual
cloims the Federal Sales Tax Crodit
for n spouse and qualificd relations,
the omount of the credit increases,
since a 350 eredit may be clalmed for
a spouse, and additional credits of
$25 per qualifled relation are also
available, 5

As you complete your lox return,
remember thal a quallfied relation
s a child under 18 years of nge as of
December 1988, for whom you or
your spouse are the only individuals
cloiming o personal exemption. On-
ly one clalm for the Federal Salea
Tax Credit may be made by a mar-
ricd couple, so you must declde
which spouse will claim this credit, -

If you're unsure of how to claim,
call or visit ﬁum' District Taxatlon
Office where Lhe stafl will be pleased
tn nssist you. In Geogetm.
may call Homlllon District Taxation
Office at 1-800-8200/05 belween 8:13
nan. and 6:00 pm, to moke an in-
liulry. Distriet Taxatlion Office hourn
throughout the year are 8:1% a.m, lo
S:0Dp.m, o

b

is anticlpated
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