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The vulnerable milk snake

April is perhaps the best time of
the year to encounler snakes. After
five months of torpilude, they ad-
vance from their winter shelfer to
bask in the warmth of the spring
am. As cold blooded crealures, the
body lemperature of snakes |Is
regulated by the (emperature of the
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Backyard
Naturalist

By DON SCALLEN
Herald Speclal

environment. Unilke mammals,
they have no internal mechanism lor
malniaining body heat - thus they
stm  Lhemselves o increase their
temperalure., A warm snake is much
mare vigorous than a cold one, and
therefore, betler able to caplure
prey and evade predolors. This sun-
ring behaviour and the lack of con-
cealing vegetation in early spring.
allows spakes tn be more readily
cbserved than at othr times of the
yoar.

Halton Hills and nrea is home to at
lcast six varicties of snukes: The
Eastern Garter Sanke, the Eastern
Ribbon Snoke, the Redbelly Spake,
ihe Brown Snake. The Blilk Snake
and {he Northem Water Snake. The
smooth Green Snake is probable as
well nlthough 1 have nol observed
any in porth Halten, in all my years
inthe field.

It is important 10 nole that no rat-
Hesnakes are found in this area of
Ontariec and it i5s  questionable
whether they ever had a foothold
here, 1 am reminded of orticlels
that appeared in lecal newspapers
several  years ago, reporting the
wleged discovery of Aossassauga
Hatllesnakes in Limehouse.  Con-
corned citizens found one of these
“rattlesnakes” in o backvard and
quickly dispatched it. A subsequent
scarch of the area turmed up three or
four maore, that unforiunately met
the same [ate as the first. Afier the
snakes were killed, it was found that
they were actually specimens of the
harmless Milk Srake. The Milk
anake's coloration consisting of dark
brown blotches on a light grey or tan
background gives it a superficinl
resemblance o n rattlespake.

This is often enough to condemn
the Milk Snake in buman eyes. Bul
this snake further implicates itself
by vibrating the cnd of its tail an

striking at  prospective enemies
when elarmed. These aclions mimic
rottlesnake behaviour and peobably
have real survival value in the wild.
Displayed In front of nerveus people,
however, they invite destruction.

Milk Snakes dwelling In populated
arcas then, are a very wulnerable
species. They oare slill reasonably
common in north Halton bul may
become increasingly rare as human
populations increase. And that
would indeed be unfortunate, Milk
snakes are efficient predators. They
help keep rodent pulations in
check amd unlike other “'mousers”
such as the Hed Fox, the Greal
Homed Owl nnd the HRed Tailed
Elowk, they con pursue mice in their
sub-surface hiding places.

The Milk Snake's wvalue as a
predator is of course not the only
reasen it should be allowed to cxist.
Tuo often we altempl (o justify the
continued existence of an animal on
purely economic prounds - an appeal
that slresscs how a0 particular
creature benefits mankind. Like any
other  anitnal  however, the Milk
snake has an intrinsie right 10 live -
we should not appoint ouwcselves the
arbitrators of its existenco.

Knowing mure about these in.
teresting creatures can enpgender a
semse of woncer and help dispel the
myths that Jeupardize ita existence.

The Milk Snake is cur only con-
strictor, subduing prey in the same
manner  as  tropicnal beas  and
pythons. Contrary 1o popular beljef,
o constrictor docs nol crush it 8 vie-
timg. Hather i wraps ils  body
arpund a prey animal and tightens
its grip with each exhsled breath of

animal, eventually suffecating
it. Milk Snakes freguent wooded and
agricultural areas and sometimes
scarch in bams for mice. It s this
presence in bamns that led to the ob-
surd belief that they actunlly milked
cows - hence their common name. Of
interest as well is the apparent im.
munity of Milk Snakes to the venom
of rattlesnakes. In parts of its range,
where rattlers are found, they arc
incloded inits diet.

Lets hope that we will allow this
intercsting replile to continue to
share narth Halton wilh us.

Rights for AIDS victim

Against
the odds

PAT

On Solurday, April 4, CBC, on the
rodio show Quirks and Quarks, ran
an up-date on AIDS. It outlined just
how fasl this virus Is spreading. In
February of this year, it was
estimated that one out of over 158
poople In the USA was a carrier.
Conservalive eslimates now pul it at
e in 118. in Manhatten it ia one In
15. Al least 80 per cent of those who
have it now are expected to die In the
next 10 years. Some condoms offer
o prolection {rom the infection. The
most effective condom in combina-
ion with a spermicide will protect
ymt 77 per oent of the time over a2 5
year period.

It is obvious from the dala
presented that it is a physical im-
possibility lo test and isolate
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tveryone who carries AEDS. They
are now Eart of our community,

AIDS bas been declared a disabili-
ty in Ontarto. As such, those who
have il, caanot Ilcgally be
diseriminated ogoins!. While “physi-
Qang must report it, it does nor pre-
senl 8 hamard in the workplace.
Under the Human Rights Code an
cmployee may sue if hefshe were
fired because: he had AIDS, was in-
fected with AIDS or was suspected
of having AIDS. Internal company
policies of how matters relating to
AIDS may state as part of the work-
Ing conditions that employees do not
have the right to refuse to wark with
somecne who has the virus.

Anyone who carries the AIDS
virus cannot be refused health care
@ personal service. Comploints can
be flled with the Ontaric Human

ts Commission.

employer ¢an only reguest
medical informallon from an
tmp'lc&n& that is relevant to his er
her job. An employer can only con-
flrm this Information with a physi-
clan with the employee's expressed
consenl. Employers rol have the
right to insist on mandatory blood
tming. Veluntary lesting may be
consldered for health care workers
who, through an injury in the
workplace, have been exposed to In-
fected blood or body fiuids,

Bach a Fighter

TR

EFaster Seals

Associate
Tax Consultants

INCOME TAX RETURNS DONE

hMon
Fewdivy
Saturiday

Thures

G00am
00 A m
YODam -300pm

S Ao m
fF D m

107 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN

877-2217

HALTON HILLS OUTLOOK, Thursday. April 16, 1987 - Page 19

Photo Tips

by Peter Moss

As the last of the greal river railts drift over the horizon, we can ence
again turn our allention back to portraits.

We left off waiting to atlempt portralts with our subjecls standing,
rather than seated. So without further delay, her .. go.

The [irst consideration in standing shols is to remember that a ma-
Jority of your camera work will be done in the vertical plane rather
than in the horizontal. You will find that single and/or two persan shots
wtll appear much more balsnced this way and that you will have vir-
tually no wasted space In your frame. Also, as you need {o create a
feeling of height in your finished work, this ls the most pratlcal way to
achleve this effect. If |:?u:nm.n are going to shool a iarge standing group of
people on the other hand, the horizontal view Lakes precedence.

One of the most challengin blems you will encounter Is the situa-
tion of two subjects of very differenl helghts. As o rule, the safest way
to remedy this dilemma is to seat the taller party and then bring the
shorter of the two in close o the seated subject. It is most important (o
creale a feeling of togetherness and by keeping your subjects tight
together you achicve this desired effect.

Because you hove your subjects standing you by no means must
make your shot a full view; in other words, you can still make your
shot o head and shoulders viewpoint nlihough” your subjecis are stan-
ding. Another icchnique thal always makes a big diffecence in your
portrails is io have your subjecis look at each other rather than af the
camera, this technique gives the resulting photograph a feeling of .im-
plied action that does nol narmally exist if the subjects [ace the
cimera,

If you are forced to shoot indoors, please remember 1o aveoid corner
areas in rooms, 1o look for chandaliers thal might appear above heads
antl most impertant de nol place your subject too close to nearby
walls, That convenience wall, that serves as your backdrop will also
be responsible for casting those horrible shadows that ¢ up in your
phato and give you two extra ‘shadow people’ thal ;-uﬁid not ‘see’
when you composed your shot. Your new found shadow friends are
brought to you courtesy of your flash and your subjects closencss to
that wall. Try and keep your subjects S to 6 feet from the wall or any
amilar surface.

With standing shots, you must always be en the lookout for some per-
sistent gremling that continually pop up; these include:
—handsin the pockets - a definite no.

—~{ig Ieaves - these are for statues only
~standing on one foot - for flamingos only.

Get the idea? - If at this early stage of doing portraits you do NOT
know what to do with hands, there is an old rule - “Keep them out of the
shot!™ You will be able, later on, to work into including hands in your
shots, bul for now warry or rather concentrate on faces. A standing
subject requires a solid foundation, therefore, both fect on the ground!

Fig leaves occur as a direct result of not knowing what to do with
hands and they are casily avoided by simply having your subject keep
their arms down at their sides. - 2

There is no hard and [ast rule on getting people to smile and look and
feed relaxed when being photographed. It usually comes down to your
(the phatographer's! technique.,

For exampie, if a subject does not like to show their teeth when they
smile, YOU must work around jt! Get them to smile without showing
their teelh. But above all, make them feel relaxedd and comfortahle
aboul being pholographed, it will most certainly show in the finished
photo,

As you have by now nollced, each week we have added just o little
bit more technique far you to build on; next week I will ardd one or Two
more ideas then summaorize for you to give yvou a basic portrait
fuldeline.

Feter Cf Moss Fhotograph [/
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"Income taxes' are not four letter words, but they sre dirty words
to most people. We can’t change the words, but we cen maks
ceriain you aren't paying more than necesssry. Call us.

It these wre nirange words to you, we may have somaething 1o
talk about. Call us.
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