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F'ew rewards for
condoning critic

Ottawa
llepm't

iy Stesart Mocemd

Ask any Tory MP whal he or she
thinks nbout David Kilgour's oul-
burst, and you will probably be told
it was siupid, or foclish, or sell
destructive, or unjustified. You
won'l find any ol these MPs offering
any form ol su Eijnrt.

To de so publicly would in itsclf be
siupid, foolizh, self-deslructive.
Criliclzing one's own party has {ew
rewards; condoning the critic has'
even [ewer,

Yet whem you privately probe
bencath ihe surface, you con find
more than a handfu)] of MPs who are
rather pleased that Mr. Kilgour, the
unhappy MP [rom Edmoenlon-
Strathcona, said what he did. He
may have put his political head on
the block, but at least he went public
with some grevances shared by
other MP's. These colleagues siand
“to gain the benefits without paying
any price.

Mr. Kilgour, a 46-year-gld lawyer,
startled his colleagues last weekend
by publicly critlcizing the Mulroney
government, In  which he was

arliamentary ~ secrelary to

ransport Minisler John Croshie.

It's enough for the backbench MP
to do this, but pnrlmmuntna?r
secretaries who toke an oath of of-
fice, are virtually junior ministers.
They would normally be expected Lo
resign this office before taking slap
shots at the government.

But Mr. Kilgour, apparenilly,
couldn't wait.

LETFLY

He allowed himsell to be quated as
saying he was “‘very unhaoppy aboul
some ol the things the government's
done," and wenl on lo say he waos
furlous with alleged preferential
treatment toward Ontario in the way
of job creatlon. He also said he was
sick of the government's palronoge
and scandals,

Mr. Kilgour is the brother-in-law
of Liberal Leader John Turner,
although he has never shown much
palitical affection for the Grits since
coming to Parliament in 1976. He

salil he was apdecoded aboal s
futsire.  whether  he would  join
st her [!i'.ﬂ:r‘. sib a5 G Incdependent
aof  simply it polilics. He would
wint until June belore makiog any
decisiun

As  soon as Prime Minisler
Mulroney  was through entertaining
US President Honald Heagan, he
summonpsd Mr, Kilgour to his office
and firetd him  as  parliamentary
searctary. By “mutunl consent,” it
was agreed toe MP would not attend
meetings ol the national and Albepta
GIUCUSes,

That pretty well makes him a
palitical eutcast on Parltament il
“Poor David,” said one of his col-
leagues.

severol sald they would walk out
of caucus if Mr. Kilgour attended.
Others said he should apologize for
effectively issuing an ultimatum.

SOME AGREE

But in the privacy of some MPs’'
offices, the reaction to Mr. Kilgour's
outburst was not all anger and
sadness, When he spoke out agninst
frustrations in the West and Atlantic
Canada about the regional im-
balanees in econemic development,
he was echoing the thoughts o many
other MPs. '

“Actvally 1 am a bit angry
because we just seem to be setiling
down und we diin’t need this disrup-
tion,” said another western MP.
“Bul I would have to agree that
David is reflecting a  widely-held
view. IU's just that he didn't handle it
right."

But Mr. Kilgour cloims he tried
other approaches, including sending
“many” letters te the prime
minister and personally oullining his
concerns with  Depuly  Prime
Minister Don Mazankowski, a feltow
Albertan. 'l presume the prime
minister has been reading the letters
I've been sending him, " he said.

Anather MP, while saying no par-
ty can afford o have Members
“shooting off like this,”" said Mr.
Kilgour's comments will, hopefully,
force the government to uichﬂ'
address (he concerns r.:? the
regtons.*”

“Quile often, Il one respected MP
takes a stand lMke this, olbers will
cventunlly olfer qualified support
for this viewpoint, especially when
were so low in the opinlen
polis—and the prime minlster will
warld 1o do everything to ovoid this.

Berry's World
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“OK, suppose we dides r-:;p the arms races
Then how would everybody make a LIVING?"'
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Baby court battle
could happen here

Queen’s
Park

Hy Dierek Nelson

Toronto—The Baby M surrogate
motherhood stery:; could it happen
here?

Uniolrtunately, yes.

_ Specifically, we could have o rag-

ing court battle over custody of the

boby, just os happened in the UJS,
for the same reason.

There is no Onlario law direetly
concernced with surrogate
motherhood, just as there is no New
Juersey law,

This s true even though the
groundwaork for such a law was laid
two years ago in a report by the On.
tarie Law Reform Commission en-
tidled Muman Artificlal Reproduc-
tion and Helated Motiers.

Baby M is the little girl whose
mother  contracted—for money—to
bear a chiid for another couple. She
then changed her mind about giving
up the infant.

A U5, court found for the contrac-
ting couple ithe male is the child's
natural father by artificial insem.
mination ) and ngainst the mother,

in moking his decision, the judge
telled henvily on the |dea that “a
deal's a deal,” although he also sirss
od the bicloglcal connection between
the father and the child,

(Some addittonal unflattering
references to the natural mother by
the Judge hove served only te con-
fuse the [ssue, )

Critics have loken o scatiergun

ofich o the decision.

some expressed a  basic

losophle objection 1o the whole
dea of rent-a-wemb on the grounds
that [t Is a form of slavery—the buy-
ing and selling of human flesh. It
may also have o class, ban, the poaor

renting and the rich the renters.

And one elther subjectively ngrees
or disagrees with those conclusions.
Even so, making it a ciminal of-
fence, and assuming it could be en-
forced, somehow doesn't scem the
right appreach,

Other critics, who don't object to
surrogale motherhood per se,

believe that the natural mother PP

should take precedence, that she be
given a grace period afler bidh to
decide whether whe really wants to
g through with the transaction.
‘They note that's how il works with
adoplion.

It even has been suggested that
Joinl custedy could be an acceptable
compromise solution.

The Law Reform Commission
didn't agree in 1985,

In fact, chairman Jim Bricthaupt
still believes the worst of all situa-
ions would be to legalize sccond-
puessing and changing of minds in
surrogate motherhood,

The commission thought sou)-
scarching and doubs should oceur
prior ko the contract, not after.

To cnsure that, il recommended
any deal be in writing and require
the approval of the Family Court,
which would rule on the suitability of
both the contracting parents and the
[anTogale mother,

Once the child is born, it would lm-
mediately become the responsibility
of the contracting of socinl parents
in every way—even il disabled,
There would be no ducking of
responsibility by the controcting
parcnts.

By the same token, the surrogate
mother wouldn't be able {o suddenly
lay claim to the infant, either,

A deal would be a deal.

Of course, nothing 80 complex as
child custody is quile that simple.
What would happen, (or instance, ik{
the surrogate mother decided to
abort the fetus six weeks into the

pregnancy.

Miller

Letters
Law Day

[ Sar,

On Apnl 15, Law Dav will e
observed  for The (th  conseeutive
year in Canada. The Canadian Bar
Associalion UHA, which sponsors
thiz=  event, bas  chosen  “Legal
Awarcness for Al as this yoar's
Law Day theme. The Department of
Jostice of  Canada  supports  this
messapie which is important lo all
Canadians.

The Federal Department of
Justice is actively helping people
become aware of the law in varous
communities perass the country. In
order to do so, we have undertaken
legal educatlon and infermolion ac-
tivities to inform Canadians about
the law and major law reform pro-
grams.

We have produced pamphlets and
hooklels on issues such as impaired
driving. the new divorce low and
sexunl  assaull. These publications
can be obtalned by wribing directly
lo the Departmenl of Justice, -
lawa, Ontario K1A 0HS.

My Department blsn supports the
activities of non-gaveramental
groups which have, on their own in-
irative, set up prajects to provide
legal information or assisiance in
their communities. Grants and con-
tributions have been made available
lo groups and individuals working in
a wide variely of areas including ac-
cess 1o legal information, impatred
driving, viclims of ¢rime and humaon
nghts, Some legal awareness pro-
jects in your communily may
"qualify for funding: further informa-
hion can be obtained by writing to the
Federal Depariment of Justice.

The law exisis for the protection of
each and cvery Canadian. We are
working hard al trying to facilitate
access te the justice system for all
Canadians. Law Day gives us the op-
riunity to reflect on whal the law
18 doing for us - and what we can do
to make M part of our family and
cammunity e in Conada,

Yours sincerely,

Raoy Hnatyshyn,

Minisier of Justice and
Atlorney General of Canada

A Litde Too Lonely
Sadnesa
Senlences
My Soul
ToSolltudes
Only
Meagrre
Momenis
Mercliully
Serendipltous
Amellorate
Etsrnal
Immerslon

Mariowe C.Dickson
H.R.2.Beclon

Years Tell
Tears
Lenl
the trungullity
thai was
onoe my face
Emiit:
ripped away
by grimace
Glowlng checks
mow lrocked
by
glmlens lines
Bad
isthe mask
of n broken heart,

Murlowe C. Dckson
R.IL. 2 Beelon.




