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Although many
sider the press
Brampton-Georgetown
McDermid shoutdn’t,
anyway.

According to a survey undertoken
h}f The Herald of some Parliament
Hill reporters who  cover  trade,
reporters think  highly of  the
parliamentary sceretary lor  inler
national trade.

Alan Touiln, economic COTTCSn-
dent for the Torunto Star's (Mtawa
Burcau says Mr. McDermid dovs o
good job of defepding povernment
policy.

Mr. Toulin said he's heard the MI?
addressing vanious proups and said
Mr, MeDermid articulales govern.
ment trade policies very well

“There have been sone tough
issues. | thought he did o good ioh in
making the Bovernment’s  case on
the softwood deal’” the reporfer
said.

Il’s hard to judge a paclinmentary
secrelary because he operates m the
shadow of the minister, Mr, Toulin
safd,

Free trade reporier with the Cana
dian Press, Alon Bass leels that bos-
cd on ability., Mr. MceDermid has o
chance al a' cabinet svat.

“Bul it's alwaoys difficult for
talented backbenchers from Untario
o gel a cahinet sent because there
are 50 many MPs [rom (Ontano,”
Mr. Bass said.

The reporter gave Mr. Meldermud
a B plus for his work s parliamen-
lary sccrelary for  interpnationad
trade.

“I think he does his jub well. (Pat)

Carney, (International Trade
Minister) relies on him te a certain
extent,'” Mr, Bass sald,

There was praise also for Mr,
MeDermid's pecformance  as
parliamentary secretory for cnergy

"1 think he did a very good jub
then. Carney was doing o lot of
travelling and he had to holdd the fort
a lot while she wns gone.” Lthe C.P
- reporter said in a telephone inter-
view Mrom Ottawa.
Mr, Bass said the MP is io-
tcligent, a quality necessary for a
cobinet minister. He's also  very
loyal to the minister.

The faet Mr. McDermid's name
keeps comlng up whenever there's
talk of & governmen! shullle is an n-
dication of the respeet Me. McDer
mid is held in, be sajd.

“I"r‘lrl'ln be his day will cotme al some
[::ui ut making cabinet is o iricky
winess and regional  considec-
tions are o problem,”  Mr

pointed out,

peiiticians  ¢on
their  enemy,

MP John
nol  now

Hass

X *8275°
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Workmg for Pat Carney puts Mr
MeDermid in the position of working
fur one of the most  influentiol
minislers, the re porter sald.

"1 think hes been foirly im-
rntww Carpey obviously  hkes
urn. She brought him over 1o trode.
That's a farrly unusun] thing. It in-
dicates she feels strongly that he's
an axsel to her, someonye she {rusts
and redies upon,”” Mre. Bass said.

CRUO-TY reperter Al Holman gives
Blr. MeDermid an A on his per-
formance - parliameniary
secretary for  international  trode
ﬂ.tli enes ﬁ}

"1 think he's very good. He's given
a job and he does i, Me. Holman
saul. “l'd say McDermid has un ex-
cellent ehance of getling  in
cabinel..o better than 50-50 chance
of gelting inif there's a shu(fle."

The only holdback io MeDermid's
petting in is the surplus of talent
[rom  Onlorie, Mr. Helman  said,
noting the pirement for regional
representation in cabinet,

“I"'ve watched John for the last six
of seyen years, T don’t know bim well
as o persen,’” Mr. Holman said He's
paned confidence and fecls surer of
timsell than when he ficit came out
Peerwe, Lt thven so have 1,

{rlobe  and Mail Ottawn Bureau
reporier Christophner Waddell olso
thinks Mr. McDermid hos a4 good
chanee al making the cabinet. He
saitl the MP would fit in very well in
'.tv:::nbhmt

Storles by
Ani Pederlan

He dectined to grade the MP on his
roles  as  patlinmentary  secretory,
saying he hodot been o enough
cevenls where Mr. McDermid was on
show or with an audience feeding
him tough questions.

"He seems to do a competent job
and seems o be able 1o handle the
nquestions he's been  asked  and
understands the areas he's cover-
inge."" Alr. Waddet! snid.

Giving trade to Mr. MceBermad s a
gk move because so much of On-
tarin's economy is trade based, and
matching him with Pal Camey in
the  energy rintio was o good
halance also, beepuse tiwe Minister 15
a weslerner and Ontario 15 the pro-
vinge that conpsumes: most of the
enerpy from the west, Mr Wadvll
sind.

Rating John
McDermid
as cabinet

material
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The makings of a cabinet minister
Media praise
for McDermid

AS

MP flattered by rumors

Any paliticiiim worth his sall wauld
like to be o the Tederal cabinet, savs
Brampton-Genrgetown M John
alelhermd,

The 47-year-old  Bramplon  resa-
dent s aware his name s being bao-
ied around as o candidate far a
cabinet positing o the Muoiconey
pivernmesil.

“IUs very Hatterimg that my name
15 being mentioned, " Mr. MceBermud
told The Herald 1 st carey on
with tmy job. [T it happens, ¥ be
thrilled, If it doesn’l, I’ carey on as
. That's polilical bife &

mol getting inlo the cabinet waon'l
mein the end of the workd, he soed
However, 1l 1s a4 goal for the lormer
journalist

I U'm ever fortunale encugh to
be appointed to the cabinel | want Lo
e o good cabinet minister, so that
people say afterwards  ‘He  did
gredat jub,” " M MceDermid sail.

The MP is curreally parliamen:
tary  sceretary  for  mternalinnal
trade, working wilth Trade Minister
at Carney sinee last Owtober
Budare than, he ws ber parliamen
ary assistant o the Energy pord
folin.

fumnours that the prpne aopmster
v vonsidering o cabinet  shoffle
started spoculation that Mr Mcler:
isned would be named to the cabmnet

“thne of the problems with  this
fviar of speculation is o lot of people
pet ciaphl up oan the spevcalaton, a
ot of my supporters, friends  and
even my wife,”” Mre MeDermid sand.
T Ary o remam aloof of it amd keep
telhing everybody unttl 'm called 10
appear before the governor-general,
P wont behieve it When it docsn’t
happen, il's suaeh o uimppuin!nwni
ter perople. Thal bothers me aboul the
speculation ™

It happened last summer, also, but
nothing coame  of e rumours
However, the bwo postings with Pat
(Camey have broupht the MP omore
inter the limelight.

“There are  some  teresting
things happening to me now where
people are requesting me Lo speak
ant of they can't gel me, they won'y
et anybedy else” Mreo MeBlermud
sad.

Heard recently ot a Irade senunar
in Washington, he was sought afler
for anolher seminar in Kansas Cily
Marchy,

“Thal kind of thang is happening
sure, s bicouse of the pesilion vou
have, " e MP said,

He's rit*ﬂ*llql}ﬁt i grest deal ol von
fidenee in puble speakmp thanks to
all these speaking engagemaents.

CHecanse moup speakang a0 ol
more, T Lhink my speaking presento-
tivn  has :Imil:'tl"..li't} driomalically,”™

Mr. MelDermid said. t seell get but-
teeflics when [ have 1o speak. Maost
performers  pel  them oo, as 1
understand it

What olher skills 15 he developing
which ean serve o cabinet minister
wiel]l?

e MeDermid is toking Freach
l=sons, when he's oot away because
vl business.

CHs not ertoely o oevessaty . buat ot
AUTY 15 QL Mo roasset " the MY said
of being bilingual, T think 'y very
unpartant, not oty for Canada, bt
overseas as well 7

Born in Quelwe, Mrs. MeDermid
15 bilingual. She even osed to teach
French, at one point.

(b phiead and brag, Mr. MeDer-
mid was told. Tell us the qualities
you have that o cabinet minlater
should have.

Cabinet post requires
careful time juggling

FPolltics, especially federal politics, Isn’l the casiest on family lfe, ad
mits rampton-Georgetown ME John McDermid.

He's heen o federal ME* since 1979, and he shouwld know.
would he worse, Mr,

Il be were o cubinet mibalater. 11
licipaies,
*1 probuably

klds prowing up.
McDermid nald.

lils activitles as parliafientory seceetary for Cabinel  Minister
Carney have bhrought Mr, McDermild (o the fore,

on his tlme.

“I'm slarting o get MPPs asking me to come bnto their riding te speak,
suld.

sa I'm awany o Itle more."”” he
(cabioetl minister’s life) now."'

There's alse the eptlon for Elayne Mellermid o accwmmpany her lis-

band on these weekend trips.

Mr. McDermid sees how diffleult it s for hkis co-workers o Juggle wir

private [ife and thelr Jobs.

Fat Carney, for example, is o slngle parent. Every Chrisimas she takes
her son 1o Hawall and they get to know one another again, Me, MeDerm|d
wild. This past Christmas, Ms. Carney was severcly criticlaed for taking
oll while free trade negatiolions werre gning on.

[]l_-]pul',:,' Prime Minister Dopald Maorookowakl ol Vepreville,
Kiwes home maybe every third weekend, because of hls schednle in 01

fawn,

“Thut's got (o be lough."” Mr. McDennld sald, “For us, it"s easy "™
s Mr.
. they're balanced off hy the davs ad the

Although there are rome dn
iclphone hod never been Invent
Mclrermid cobin in the Caledon Elitls.

Eluyne and 1 get up there, even I It's only to go up there and sit besiile
the Credit River on a Sunday afternoan.’” he safid.

gives me enough to keep golng,™

Then, there's always the one-week skl vacation the couple Like anncal

Iy.

“Ireally enjoy that. 1 get away from 1 al),”" M. MceDermld anid.

wouldn't get home as much a8 [ do now,”” hre
hetrles to gel home lo hls riding every weekend,

“Fortunately *Laynle's got a job, which ecases the harden sooiewhal,
aigd we have no chlldren. Il woaold be extremely dilficolt # we Jad voung
It would be Hke haviog o single parent family,” Me

“I've gol lots of voerpy, o sl
basic koowledge of the countsy aml
thee feelings of the couptry al thee
grass rools,” AMro MeDermild siid,
overcoming his mndesty. “1m Locly
leve! headed. o poedl histener, and
have wexperience o o calanel
minister’s office slbeit provineisly,
s | know how mnisters” ol fices are
run and how ministers should con
thacl themselves ™

The MP used o b eclivel of sl fo
{Jande Bennett when Mro Heonnert
wis  aMimister of  Tedastey and
Tourism.

B an MP simoe 139909 has hoelpad
him Jearn o tremendous  aemoant,
especially  about  Coanada,  Mr
Mok yrrmid siaid

“I probably have o lar preater
love for my counlry than when | [ies
started  out,”" he ockpowledged

Melveroidl an-

sibel, s 0L b,

putiing mere densnds

“We're getting o little tast of i

Alherta,
wishes the

Mellermid says he

"I relfreshees e aml

|
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gives a
generous
rating

What do John MeDermid's™ op-
povsents and peers in the House of
Carnrnons think af him?

Attempls to get comments from
Interpatiomal  Trade Minister Pal
Carney  and  External  Affairs
Mimster Joe Clark were  unsuc-
cimslul. Mry, Camey is his boss, and
Mr. Clark the prime ministerial can-
didate he strongly supported.

What aboul s opponents? Often
your besl critie 18 the one sitting op-
posiie, wailing (o pounce on your
mistakes, NDP  erltic for interna-
tional trade Steven Langdon spoke
tn The Herald, He was unexpectedly
nice wboul Mre. dMeDermid

The MP for Essex-Windsor
prodicted a cabinet  shuffle  would
move Mrs. Carmey out of inlerna-
biomied  trade becouse she's «dono so
pordy, and said Mr. McDermid has

achance al replacing her.

I think that John 15 one of those
peeple tn the House who is quite
sineere, works bard, is quite cum-
mmited, and 1 think this has shown up
im  his  work as  parliamentary
seerealary for  trade. On  the
asspmption thal be's nol selting the
pedicy himnself, I'd give im a B plus,
[ suppose,” Mr. Langdon  said,
grading  Mr.  MeDermid's  poer-
{ormiance as parliamentary
svctelary lor trade

The NP eritic was much less
peperows In grading Mr, Meldermid
as  parlaamentary  secretary  for
Gy, giving him o [3 i that role
AMro Langdopn smd he found  Mr,
Melwrmid (ar less comfortable with
the voerpy portfolio than be is with
traie

1 thunk John would do a pood job
a5 o cabinet minister in this govern-
ment,” Mr. Longden predicled. 'l
can think of at least o dozen
mimsiers | have less respect for
than [ have lTor Juhn,™

Iy called s opponent an in-
ledlient, committed and honest man
who works very hard, reasons Mr
Alelhermid  deserves a chunce al
cahinel

It can't all be glowing words, con
it Surely Mr Longden has some
cribieism of s epponent in the
Homi=e

Sdohns problem, f he has a4 pro-
Blems, 15 he's too serious as a polili-
vian, oo agomized in . the way he
comes  icross 1o prople,”™ Mr,
fanpdon said, “He has nit gol the
siapthness amd the sense of open-
tess thal vou get from the hat He's
abit tense

“He coares a lot about what he's do-
iy, therelore the image he projects
i oa little bil of & tpoubled epe'” he
saidd

The NDP eritie compared B,
MeDermid with Tom  Hockin, the
AP appointed Minister of Finance in
tIn: Inst cabinet shulfle,

"I 1 compare why Tom Hockin
into cabined and McDermid
thidn't, | think it's Tom's smoothness
il his sense of capacily to reach
oul pnd appear a little more open
al friendly than is true of McDer-
mid,” Mr. Langden said.

iy the same token, the MP said
Yarliament could do with more peo-
ple who are a little less well polished
amncl lib and a little bit more harcd
working and blunt in the way they
dheaih with things.

Becnose Mro McDermiid s one of
those  peliticians  who  cores  and
Winks and is pretly committed to the
conclusions he has reached, he's less
flexible than mest members of the
House of Commons, Mr. Langdon
said, :
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