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Break aleg

Theatre in Georgetown is finally getting its just reward.

For years,

Globe Productions and Georgetown Little

Theatre have been performing excellent theatre. But this
year, collectively, the two groups outshone other amateur
theatre entries by a large margin.

Though it may be beastful and bold, why not call us the
amateur theatre capital of Ontario? Or the theatre enter-

tainment centre of Halton?

Last week at the community theatre awards presenta-
tions, the troupes brought home five THEA awards and
were nominated for an additional nine THEA'a

This is the Academy Awards of community theatre and
you can bet there’s a lot of people out there just wondering
how Georgetown can produce all this theatre talent.

However, this isn't the first nor the second time both
theatre groups have won at the annual awards event.

But this dominant showing surely shows a maturing of
the talent which has been nurtured over the years.
Members have stayed together and weathered the good
times and the bad, always coming back for another per-

formance the followlng season.

Rather than getting stale, cast and crew are always lear-
ning by their mistakes, bringing in fresh talent and, mosl
important of all, staying creative.

Also, they've worked hard to finance and furnish full-
time facilities for their sets, costumes and cast.

How lucky we are to have a committed bunch of actors
and behind-the-scenes theatre types providing us with a
variety of plays such as comedies, musicals and thrillers

each season.

And now, more than ever, theatre people througheout On-
taric are beginning to appreciate the talent thal has
emerged {from this small community.,

Setting limits
Bravo to town councillors who decided not to pay more
than $7 million worth of liability insurance coverage.
It’s ahsurd the prices governments and businesses are
having to pay to protect themselves.

It used to be that a financial security net to cover liabili-
ty claims didn't cost an arm and a leg.

But court judgements

have been

skyrocketing--

especially in the United States. Closer to home, a Bramp-
ton claim for over $7 million is being appealed.

More has to be done to curtail the trend. Sensible deci-
gions like that of the town council can help to moderate in-
surance costs we all end up paying for.

1t would be nice if Insurance companies had more people
and institutions saying to them that enough is enough. As
well, lawyers and judges should pay close attention to the
public outcry over ridiculous insurance increases. The
oourts are supposed to reflect our opinions and to ensure

that justice is done.

Inflating liability penalties beyond what is affordable is
causing a crisis for hundreds of businesses and institu-

tions.

For example; a school which is threatened by increasing
insurance costs to the point where all or part of an athletic
program is scrapped; or a restaurant that can’t find a low

enough liability premium to stay in business.
- Though it may be a small gesture, the twon

is sending a

message to the insurance industry and lo the courts that

there is a limit to what we will all pay.
The panic of 1986 is giving way in 1987 to a more
thoughtful evaluation of insurance claims and costs.

A rising star
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John McDermid, the rising star or
the falling comet?

The Hr.'ﬂ;ntvl:!1 m;f out to igvnﬂgnte
the potentin our ramplot-

elown MP. Rumors I':m-:'%nm
mentioned on two separale 0cch-
sions, months apart in fact, that Mr.
McDermid might be o candidate for
a cabinet post in the Mulreney
government.

Senlor reporier Ani Pederion has
complied a series of arliclea on the
MP who has served this riding for
ovér 10 years.

There were definitely some sur-

rises resulting from her research.
E‘mm the bcgimﬂng, 1 think we both
believed we'd [ind emnough pralse
from bhls fellow Conservalives, Bul
evenn neulrnl observers ond critics
had an array of kind words for the
veleran backbencher-turned
parliamentory assistant,

We can only conclude he's a rising
star worthy of a promotion. .

In Ottawa, Mr. McDermid is
thought of as hard-wurkg!lg.
trustworthy, genuine and dedicated -
which makes you wonder why he
wasn'l chosen sooner for a caoinet

L.

Timing Is s0 t:rril.lcin,luinfn Iitilm
along with aphy. ortunate
ly for Mr. l:I'n-clifz’ﬂr‘:nui he's had to
take his lumps wilh botl.

Cerlainly being Joe Clark's cam-

the
help  his

during e

I stralegist
f:aggr.ﬂ.hip race  didn't
chances for a cabinet scat when
Brian Mulroney won. Being o
member of parliament from Ontario
alang with so many other members
did not help his chances for a quick
advancement, either,

Now, time fs running oul for the
Brampton-Georgelown MP to prove
what he can do, running his own
department as o cabinet minister.
Somelime before Scplember 1589 an
electian will have to be called. If the
Prime Minister [ollows partlomen-
tary tradition, we could be going o
the polis in 1888 if not snoner. _

In the meantime, the MP's work In
the communily hasn't been
overlooked., Moyor Russ Miller has
said on more than one occasien that
Mr. McDermid has respended quick-
ly to his phone ecalls and has been
generally helpful. Around the com-
munity, he's altended social fune-
tions,

1 particutarly remember one lime
he dropped inte the youth centre
near the Georgetown high school
called Open Door. He patiently
answered a series of well thought cut
guestions by studenis on o variely of
toples. He may nol have won over
many supporters, but he reasoned
oul each decislon his porty had
made, eaming the respect of the
small group who attended,

Regardless of his party stripe, Mr.
McDermld has put in his time and
hosg proven he's got the obility lo be a
cobinet minjster. At least he
deserves o chance while there's time
atill availnble before the next clec-
Lion,

WRITE US ALETTER

What do you think aboul what Is happening o Hallon Hills...seosy the np-

thon snd around the world?
Weo are Interested In you epinlon.

All [etters must be signed and Include an address: your phone number
should be listed Lo order for us io verify the slgnatare. Please keep your lel-

ter brief and 1o the poln

t. The maximium [ength {s 400 works.

Bend your leiters to: The Herald, 45 Guelph Bireel, Georgetown, Ont., L1G

What is a political party for?

Terontuo—Whet 15 o political party
for?

That was the background question
o o recent Tascinating CIIC Dateline
Ontario show with the NDP's provin-
ol secrelary Brian Harling,

I wasn't really answered the woy

“you rmught expeet, which is thal a

political party is a wehicle for
schieving power for implementing
ong's ideas,

But it probably wos answered ac-
curalely,

“What s important [vr the New
Democratic Party is  that  the
nianbers and supporters of the par-
ty feel thut we are, in fact, lalking
aboul the issues thal matler to work-
ing people..* Harling sald,

Leaving aside the foct thatl the ma-
Jurity of “warking peaple’ don't
think those tssues mitier enough 1o
actually vote for the NDP it is true
that New Democrats put o much
higher premium on puelicy than on
personalily.

it 1= an vmphasis that has cost
them in the past; for example, when
they clect Michael Cassidy ny
leader. When volers conlrasted him
to Hill Davis in the 1981 election they
deserted the NDP in druves.,
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Thxir Sir:

my obstetricion-gynaccoiogist
tor Jack Ford has bwen stnipped of
his hospital privileges  following a
mevting of the Board of [hrectors of
the Georgetown Hospilal onApril 7.
19687, [t ix my understanding 1hal ths
deeision was related o Doctor Ford
by Mr  Marc. Hochon, Fxecubve
Director  of Georpetown © Hospilal
and [Dr. Boyd Heddinett, Chiel of
Stafi. y

Hoving been o patient of Doclor
Ford [or the last seven years, | ommus!
EI]'.H-"'.‘-'-!-. Bl aanasement aned
dishehief at s sction. Doctor Ford
has consisiently piven {o me The baest
of medicatl care. He las delivered
iwo of my children and to this day
stifl remembers their names They
are now  six oand  five years old
respectively. At ali times Doctlor
Fortl has been totally professionol,
caompelent, thoroupgh and coring. |
have aiways {elt f{ortupate to e
treated by a physician with such ex-
perience und cormmittiment to his pa-
tienls

As it patient of Doclor Ford and ns
a tax-paving realdent  of  the
(reordiiown comunily | wan! to be
odvised of the reasons why such an
extraordinary  decision was  nade
and acled upon. The !uf;}i'mn:«:mu of
Ixmpital  privileges  directly  affects
Doctur Fards ability o proctice s
chosen profession which s depen.
dent on wccess to  the Hospital
facilities. Tt alse  affecls  Doctor
Ford's  professional  reputation,  lis
wile nmd lus childeen, and bis vory
livlibumwd

More to the pant this  decision
dircetly and  adversiey  offects  his
patients some of whom  were in
haspital. Tt also affects  Lhose
scheduled  for  surgery  ond  those
close 1o lheir due dates for deliver-
ing their bables. T am sure thal ulter-
nate srrangemenls have been made

remains

hos been removed by o

which we, the patienis,

put _
The reasons for Lhis sus
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This decision haos
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[ have recently been informed that
[hiw

for such patients: however, the fact

Ignl the patienl’s righl 1o be
treated by the doclor of her choice
rocess it
Iy L=

maion of
privileges should be made public
unnecessnrily

Queen’s
Park

iy Derek Nelson

Hut il is an emphasis thal mokes
the NDP important in ancther way.

The reporters questioning Harling
asked him what would hoppen if the
lLiberals stole the NDI*3  anti-
insurance compoany plank for
themselves? _

It was one of the few big issues still
remaining belween the two pardjes
inctuadly, all three Onlario old-liov
partios).

The Grils hod  adready  atolen
issues  like pay equily and  exira
bititng, with the result that the

blic saw no need te vote lor the

DP 1o pet NDP policy

Harling had an answer,

**There may be a difficulty for us if
the Liberals become New
Dumecrats  in pubhe  percedption
and implement tjm policies thal we
haywve n advecoling, including
public autoinsurance.
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Citizens’ forum-

Disbelief in board’s Action

hestnirched the professional reputa-
hon of a respecled man, IE's divisive
effects  are already spreading
through our cominunity, In farness
ty  Ihe HBoard of Direclors, the
tmspital admipistration, the medical
stalf, the nursing stadf, Doctor Ford
and his [amily and his patienis, this
matter warrnnls a0 public heanng
immediately A briel oflicial state-
men! is an madequale responsye o s
sininus o matter asthis

Respectfully yours

Mrs. Bonnie Jordan

‘Need more saf
about hospita

Pear Sir,
Concerning Hospiial Bonrd
Membets
1WThe inwn councitlars on  the
Hospital boned - are they there 1o
report back to the town evenls hnp-
whing ut Board Mectings - even f |t
LHH to be reported “in camera’ .

Why wa:, this not done?
D they are to report o the town
and do notl, then are they worthy of
holding  an  clected  posibon sup-
poserdly representing the taxpoyers?
I Hlow  are  the Board  Members
nomianiiod 6 in D7 AMost of the
public has po idea who they are o
they want 1o seck information. We
know who our councillors  are
because they are elected by us.
1:Could an clechion system ant be us
el for Members ol theHosplil
Board n the nol too distant febure
S5tAs taxpayers and coniribulors e
thee  Ontaria Heallh  System,  we
should have more knowledpe and
say inwhal poes onm our Hospital,
fronna fabin
Cnod WK more s1Enatures

Death penalty
deters murder

The it Hoa. Mr. Brian Mulroney,
Prime Minister of Conada,
Parbarnen! Buildings,

{Miawan. Oninno.

"But I think yvhou misundersiand
what the Ontario NDP is sll about
upd what mativates people In the
P y.

“This is not a party that people
ome o or get involved with, iIf yeu
like, as a resull of opportunism or an
opportunity o bdvence in their car-
MeUTs.

“1f we can get (government oulo
msurnnce) by electing more pecple
or by forcing the (Liberal) govern-
ment to do it, we'll tuke it whichever
way wecan get it

In short, New Democrats care
more about seeing the world evolve
lhe way they want it to than about
uny short-lerm concern over being
clectod.

"What we have done a3 the third
party has been to set the agenda and
v set the course for Ontaro politics
andd ochieve v considerable im-
provemnent,”” Horling suggested.

Now, that isn't a4 new pnalysis by
iy means.

HBut us the boundaries between the
lhree old-line parties biur more with
every passing day, it is worthwhile
being remintded that the reason for
ibe Lthree of them looking the same is
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DEHHEHLIDR

Pear Sir: | um a single parent and
4 mature student  al  Georgetown
Ihstriet EHigh School with Grade 12
lvw as one of my subjecls. As a con-
cermed and  voting citizen, | would
like lo express my views regneding
the reinstatement ol capital punish-
ment.

I hove discussed
length  with

this matier at
my parents, brother,
sisler and  neighbaurs and  we il
agree that the present laws must
change to  prolect sociely.  Since
Parhhoment, under the [Liberal
povernment  in 1976 veled ngpinst
eapitnl lwumntum.‘:ﬂ, mitders  hnve
imceeiset] geross this country,

In 1996, a [r. Philbronk, then o
representotive  of  Halton  Riding,
conducted a survey in thls area and
mere than sixty-{five percent of the
people voled to keep copital punish-
ment. Dr. Philbrook voted with Mr,
Trudeau against caplia! punishment

and won with a mere six voles. Dr.
Philbrook did notl represent the peo-
ple of Haolton Hiding according to the
survey and wius not voled in fer
ancther lerm in office. | The tax-

yers will not puir i representotive

000 per yeoar plus fringe benefits
tadishonor their cleciorales wishes.
We sincerely believe that anyone
covicled of premeditated murder
deserves the death  penally,
regariless of who they murder. The
death  penalfly  administered  should
be by n lethal injection and within
twn wieks of being  sentenced.
Anyone cunvicted of second degree
murder, or if there is ooly  clr-
cumsianbial evidence ogoninst them,
siould be imprisoned for life, nol
just Iwenty-five years. While im-
prisoned they should be maode 1o
cum thelr keep and not expect the
tax puvers Lo feed and eloth them
people  becoming  senntors.
member of parliament should go to
his of her constituency and find out
what i1hke wishes of the eledcioraie
are and vote accordingly.

we lirmly belicve, alopg with
wgre thun eighly pe cent of this na.
tion. thal the death penalty is a
deterrent to murder, The tax money
savedd,  approximaltely 555000 per
year, per prisoner, I'm sure could be
oul 1o o much beller use.

Aaurecn Krazsmn
Acton, Datario.

Fach

In your opinion

Ann  Drudge:
Decause  last
yeat I wan bored
standing on the
shore and 1 sald
‘this 1g exciling'.

Greg Herron:
We've been do-
ing it for the lust
five vyeoors 20
what's  the dlf-
[erence?

Cuestivn: Whol made vou declde (o
take the plunge Into the [(ridgid
walerd of the Credit River Tor the
Crary Hoalt Bace?

aziness

D o n
Ilulut‘lryI:uh:
Lost year 1 spec-
loled gnd this
[ declded 1
dtodoit.

Lotsy Soswlir-
shi: Becnuse |
wanted to get
wet and show afl

my body.

[lave Kurnccon:
[ took the plunge
tu beat eur bud-
dles!

Tracy Mansup:
Becnuse It's fun
wow |

e s s

thal the Liberals and Conservatives
have essentially become New
Democtalsin tnrwﬂnttmmnjg,

If there are any principles
motivallng Tories and ﬂrl‘ﬂ! beyond
the desire for power, |t is difficull to
know what they are.

True, an occasional fight like the
one Conservatives waged agamst
the ban on exira:-billing does in-
dicate o few resldual beliefs that
haven't yel been compromised, but
there aren’t many.

It all comes back to that question
which HnrlinF implicitly answered.
What [s o political party for?

The NDP answer ls that its job Is
io change the world. And in the cor-
text of Coanada it has certalnly
achieved (ts aoim (thanks, partly, to
o media which elevates NDP ideas,
if not the poarty, lo the slatus of,
mainsireom  thinking and commen
wisdom ),

It is both sad and illustrative that
you would never find a Conservative
or Liberal backroom equivalent of
Harling who would disenss. their par-
ty’s achicvements In the way the
New Demoerat did his,

Time may
be right
for car
air bags

VINCENT
EGAN

Un Business

Even thinking about a head-on car
crash is a nightmare — your car
coming to an abrupt stop against
another car, a tree, a bridge abut-
menl, while its momentum drives
your body lorward against the steer-
ing column and then the windshield.

A reliable and effective device for
minimizing the risk of death, or seri-
ous injury and facial disligurement,
hasbeeninexistence for many years:
The airbag.

It's a small, plastic hnF that, in a
head-on cellision, instant z becomes
a big, air-lilled pillow, helping lo
ki"il_ﬂ the driver safely in position.

¢ federal transport department
last week held an auto-safety semi.
nar in Ottawa, highlighting the role
that the airbag could play.

And the following day, Ford Motor
Co. of Canada called a news conler-
ence Lo demonstrate the airbag sys-
tem that it is offering as an oplion en
its 1987 Ford Tempo and Mercury To-
paz compacts — the two biggest-
selling marques in Canada.

Nobody. apparently, dispules the
value of airbags in head-on collisions.
The U.S. transpert department has
eslimated that, if ::IJI cars were
equipped with them, 8,500 lives would .
be saved annually, and tens of thou-
sands of injuries {largely to the head -
and face} would be avoided .

What, then, has been holding back
the use ol airbags, throughoul the
nearly 20 years Lhat they have been a
practical reality?

— You haven't been able to buy
them, except on inordinately expen-
sive imported cars and, between 1974
and 1976, on some Buicks, Oldsmo-
biles and Cadillacs.

(An Eastern Ontario driver bought
aused Oldsmobile, not knowing it was
airbag-equipped — until he subse-

' quently survived a head-on highway

collision.)

—4 Teo much has been made of
airbags' supposed shortcomings.
Granted, they are useless in other
that head-on collisions — but that's

an irrelevanl criticism. Despite con-

jecture thal they might be activated
inadvertently, that has never been
known to happen.

—t [t seems to go against human
nature lo protect oneself against a
possibility as remote and as unHleus-
ant as a head-on collision. (Similarly,
human nature impels many people to
avoid making a will.) Airbags aren't
bought; they have lo be sold — and
dealers’ interest in selling them
seems Lo be slight.

Safely, il seems, isn'L sexy. Invain,
Ford heavily advertised such safety
innovations as “deep-dish™ steering
wheels {le yield a little on impaect)
anil padded instrument panels, in the
mud- t450s.

Here's a possible solution to the im-
passe. Heguire that new cors be de-
signed and built with two cavities for
airbags — one in front of the driver,
the other on the passenger side. That
would make il feasible far safety-
conscious car-owners to buy and io-
stall airbag modules in the after-
markel, probably al 2 much reduced

price.

THEY MELT

iF WISHES
WERE FRIENDS
1I'DNEVER
HAYE
AN EMPTY DAY
IF WISHES
WERE GIFTS
MY WHOLE LIFE
WOULDBE
ONE BIG BIRTHDAY
" WISHES
ARE COTTON CANDY
THAT MELT
AND FADE AWAY

—By MARLOWE C, DICKSON
R.R. 2 Beeton.
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