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MILITARY SNAP in bright white
[ambakin: dress (3425) by Michae! Ho-
ban for Norih Beach Leather.

Fashion forecast
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PEPLUM JACKET [3595) swirls over
miniakirt {$345) In bright colors from
Lindzen Lid.

NO-SWEAT SUEDE bares your skin

for summer. Halter dress ($520) de-
sigoed by Alicia Herrera.

Wear a second skin in warm weather
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Llke woolens, leather fashions have
‘been considered a cold-weather cloth-
Ing option. But as more designers aim
for "scasonless” collections, new
Hightweight leathers and suedes are
welcome in warm-weather
wardrobes.

some of this season’s hottest siyles
-~ bra tops, busticrs, mini-skirts amd
backless dresses — are designed in a
lambskin that won't muke your skin
too warm as lemperatures rise. For
special spring and summer occasions,
some women invest in elegant leather
suits in bright or pastel colors.

While leather outfits dermand affly-
ent consymers, many women can in-
dulge in leather pants, a skirt or jack-
et. This fashion strategy is
encouraged by designers who Lreat
animal hides as just another fabric.

“Every year we sell more leather
and suedes for spring and summer.
There are always new tannlng devel-
opments that make working with
leather and suede ecasier,” explalnsg
leather speclalist Alicia Herreca. Her
second-skin dresses sell from about
$300 to $500, and a bra top s a not-so-
sklmpy §200. _

New treatments and sllkscreen
printing add variely to leather cre-
atlons. Deslgners lixe Herrera don't
skimp on luxury, uslng “silk™ leathers
— thinner, more drapable skins, An-
other dimension Is texture, such as the
breezy summer tops made {rom per-
forated leather, For spring, Herrera
has a “denlm" leather. She also Incor-

rales a popular spring meotll -
E:uudaluut.h checks — by screen-
printing a dress.

""The tightwelght leathers also take
dye better,"” says Mateo Paulo, man-
ager of New York's North Beach
Leather store. When North Beach's
owoer Michael Hoban started design-
ing leather clothes 20 years ago, the
big sellers were heavy cowhide coats
and jackeis. Today's lighter leathers
make skirts and blouses popular pos-
sibilitles. North Beach's warm wealh-
er forecast includes ice cream colors
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and sharp military detalling. Jackels
cost from $300 to $500 and short
skirts are $175. They're also available
in Hoban's shops in San Francisco,
Los Angeles, Bostan, Dallas, Miami,
Houston and Las Vegas, or by mail-
grder.

You can {ind moderately priced
leather jackets and separates in sume
department and specially stores. Ex-
pect to pay at least $200 for a jacket
and $100 [er a skirt.

Most high-guality leather garments
are fashioned aut of lambskin, {Occa-
sionally. designers work with rare
leathers, such as the osirich leather
that Perry Ellis, Ltd. turned into a
spring suit.) Calfskin is used {or shocs
and accessories, and sometimes- for
heavier coats and jackels. Once con-
sidered inlerior. inexpensive pipskin
has become mare supple, thanks Lo

tanning technology. Herrera is even
consldering using pigskin in a low-
priced collection.

Women who object to wearing furs
may have similar concerns aboul
ieather clothing. Designers claim that
most skins are the byproducts of ani-
mals killed for {ood, and not for fash-
ion, since the demand does not exceed
supply

If you do buy leather garments,
save some money for eleaning and up-
keep. Cleaning a suede dress runs
from aboul $45 to $60. Iighly orna-
mented styles may cost more. Save
money and your leather wardrobe by
taking some protective measures,

Gershon suggests that you spend
$15 to treat new leathers with a pro-
tective glaze. Belween cleanings
brush suede and leather. '
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Four bedroom, new windows in kitchen, bedroom, 100 amp ser-
vice, extra 3 piece washroom, interlock brick, both sides of
housa, landscaped [ot, Close 1o schools, plaza, YMCA, babysit-
ling, very bright home. Gas heat, gorgeous (of, very privale

backyard.
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THE DIAMOND ENGAGEMENT RING —
THE CHOICE OF AGES

Some traditions survive in 8 modern
world in spite of all the non-stop
changes! The diamond engagement ring
11 anexample of an important tradition
.+ . and one that is still gaming in popu-
larity year after year.
Although evidence of the cngagement
trodition dates back as far as the cave-
man, the Pharaahs of Egypt are belived
to have originated the ring (or circle) as
a symbol of etermity. Their skeiches
indicate the circle as a heavenly sign
meaning that life, happiness and Jove
have nu beginning or end. The e of 2
diamond in the engagement ning setting
dates back os{or as ancient India where
unpalished stonss were used in orna-
mentation and gifts. It wasnt wntil
1477, however, that the polished dia-
mond as we knaw it became 1he betro-
thal stone. Desinng lo please his pros-
pective lather-in-law, Archduke Maxi-
millian of Austria proposed Lo Mary of
Burgundy heeding ihe words of a trusted
advisor who wrote:
“Al the betrothal your grace must have
a ring ¢t with a diamond and alse a
gold ring.”
Cut: Although ofien conflused with the
shape of a diamond, cut refers to the
precise arrangement of a diamond's
faccis in relation to one another. A well

cutl diamond with 58 facets will allow
the greatest amount of light to be
reflected. A diamond that is either 100
deep or 100 shallow will cause some
fight to escape belore it can be reflected
and returned to the eye.

Clarity: This refers to the presence of
inclusions - intenor or exienor - in a
diamond. The fewer the inclusions, the
beiter the diamond gquality, as inclu-
sions can interfere with the passage of
light through the gem. Small inclusions
discerned under 10X magnification will
neither mar the diamond’s beauly nor
harm its quality.

Colour: It 35 the truly colourless dia-
mond that 13 the most precious, as a
truly colourtess diamond, like a prism,
will break light inio all of the colowrs of
the rainbow, displaying its unparalleled
orilliance and lre,

Carat Weight: The carat is the unit
weight used (or diamonds, a word
devised lrom the carob used to balance
scales in ancient times. Like cenis to a
dotlar, there are {00 points to & carat, 5o
that a 30 poimt diamond weighs 0.50
carals, One carat is also equal Lo 0.20
grams.

The 4Cs — your guide to diamond
guality and value, throughout the ages.
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New wax free kitchen floor, french doors (o livingroom, freshly
decoraled, 3 bedrooms, 2 washrooms, 1-4 piece & 1-2 plece
{downstairs). Window coverings go with the home, huge rec
room with woodburning stove. Great lor kids, large workshop for
dad, paved drive, aluminum seflits & eaves. This home shows to

perfection,

This u:tb}"imh entitles you ker n.
K.’..'l.4.|-f.r.1.u'ur.nrmr.-:rf‘.f:u,,- accutale estimale uf' the mavtket value

suburban realty inc.
"’J( k jkod. home 53 m“t Independant member broker
S ' oo 380 gueiph stresl,
' georgetown, onlario L7G 4BS
phone: 877-5213
tor. line: 457-1752
Car Phone 587-3018

mike adams
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