-

L
e et e T T TP

? E

Page 10- HALTON HILLS OUTLOOX, Friday, April 3, 1987

THE BARRIS BEA FUN OF IT, |
recently tried a ratber inosual
men! — visiling, barely a week

-two similar

{dinner theatres, Lo be preciss) that
are geographicelly separated by
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about 2,000 miles, glve or Lake a plt

first was the well-known Burt
Reynalds Jupller Theatre, 8 Jupiter,
Florida, some 25 miles up the Atlantic
coast from Pelm Beach. The second
was ibe relatively new Stage West st
Mississanga, Ontarip, jusi past the
western botndaries of Toronto.

The Burt Reynolds Juplter Theatre
has been operating successfully for
aboul a decade. Although the famous
movie star whose pame It pan out and
was closed.)

In Juplter, Florida, | saw a 19608
musical revue called f:lq!hivt. a fuffy
item with a cast of slx singers (all {o-
maie) and a six-plece rock band on
the stage behlnd the singers. At Stage
West, e aliraction was the female
version of Nell Slmon’s comedy, The
Odd Couple, with Sandy and
Slella Stevens as the stars.

Lel’s deal first with Beehive, It's an
lnnocuous melange of bils and pleces
of some 40 songs that emerged some-
lime during the 1960s, performed eng-
lgjnﬂr enough by six atiraclive sin
ers. There {3 no story line, very liile
dlalogue and nol very much in the
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way of imaginative choreography or
sct design.

The design Is straight-forward
enough:

The stage Is framed by indicallons
of a huge juke box, and all the mus!-
clans and singers perform inside [is
vorders.

The songs Include IU's My Party,
Where The Boys Are, The Beat Goes
On, Ta Sir With Love, Proud Mary, A
Fool In Love, Me and Bobby Mc(ee,
The Name Game, She's A Fool, You
Doa't Own Me, Downlown, Make Your
Own Kind Of }du:it:. a28d many more

bonaoras

baby-boomer 1A,

': nothing particularly wrong
with these BODES or the olher ocnes in
Beehlve, What's wrong Is what's miss-
ing How does gne "cover” the music
of the 1960s wilh nary a nod lo the
Beatles, the Rul]in¥ Stoaes, the Beach
Hnrp or Bob Dylan

erhaps the error was In casting-all
women, rather thas having a mized
cast. 50 many of the 1960y songs were
boys’ {or, If you llke, men's) songs
god thus inappropriste for women.
Perhaps the rights to some of those
soogs were unavallable. Whatever the
reason, the Imbalance s .'u.nss
ooe. Come Lo think of It, had they
a mixed cast, lbe title may have been
unusable. Beehive refers {o the wom-
en's halr siyle of that tlme.

The other aspect of the visit lo the
Burt Reynolds emporium that went
sgainst the grain was the matier of
house rules. One has become accus-
lomed, of course to the probiibilion
nfnimtmnkin t!urtui performances
al dinner thealres, as well as o the
serving of drinks during the actual
show. Bul at the Burt Raypolds Jupl-

Theatre, you must finish your
drink and all glasses must be e
moved from the Lable before the show
even staris. In additlon, i vou want a
drink during the intermlssion, you
must order it before Lhe I:mgtuning of
the first act.

I asked our wailress why this was so
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and she smiled and zald, ““That's the
way Burt wants it. He doesa't want a
lot of Unkling glasses during the per-
formance."

Barris
Beat

ualy when the show began did I re-
allze what a foollsh nolion this was.
When the rock band to blare
forth, Il would bave been Impossible

- for anyone {iocluding the performers)

{o hear the itokle of a thousand
glasses above that din,

Whatever my reservations, Beehlve
layed lo & full house the 11 was
Eha-e—:‘l'tmdl night In the sixth
week of the show's nin — 30 [ guess
people accept such allly restrictlons.

Stage West, at Miss[ssaugs iz a
larger (430 scals} room, well con
structed for the p of dinner
theatre. (The r:.lga iy will be In-
creased Lo &0 when Eyluz baleony Is
completed. )

Unllks the Juplier Thealre, where

u ordered dinper from a set menu,

tage West has a falrly extensive buf-

-fet, which I like because you have

maore cholces,

The sight lines are very good (as
they are at the Jupiter) and the high
ot ing glves Lthe room & spaclousness
that (s welcome, ailthough It may at
%lmea creale same minor audio prob-
ems.

The Odd Couple, with fuss-budget
Fellx Unger and slob Oscar Madisan
transformed inlo Florence and Olive,
Is still & very funny play, and Sandy
DH::I::I s partti:u E‘:I!f t!‘mi[:lh‘e l:;
squeeting every lau e out o
the revised Hnla'Stm on I'?,-Jolf The Stella
Stevens role [s perhaps not as reward-
Ing, bul Ms. Stevens does reasonably
well with il

Bui there's no doubt that the distinc-
tive Sandy Dennls style, that tentallve
nervousness of hers, Lhal way of slari-
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Female version of hit play The Odd Couplé

Ing lo say one thing and then Inter-
rupling herself in mid-thought, makes
her the atar attraction o this produc-
tion. .

The rest of the cast |s effective, too,
especially Damon Redfern and An-
ihon enn, who play two Spanish
brothers {rrphcln; the fwo women
wilh whom Oscar and Fellr had a
date In the urlilm.l verslon) tn appro-
prialely broad fashion.

The price ranges al both the Jupiter
Thealre and Stage Wes! Iz nol unres-
sonable. Our seals al Lhe Jupiler were
ﬂ‘l‘%ﬂ tél.l.ﬂﬂr for dinﬁtr aod the lih;w.

ge prices range [rom
$28.50 to $28.00 gnnﬁmu] t
of ihe week. Drizks, I both places.
are exira.

Both rooms are altractive, but
Siage West seems (0 me & bj less
lzr. Mﬁﬂm Odd Couple s

dinner tre fare then Bee-
hive, but I've no doubl the Juplier
Thealre ot other {imes offers equally
productions.

My biggest problem at (he Jupiter
were those s {hnruh'l:tium ﬂuu

and or-

dering E:::r'n:{;tlan an hour be-

fore you wanlt them. Stage West [n-
flicts po such nonsense on iis palrons.

Ircalcally, the Stage West thealre In
Edmonton (at the Mayfleld Inn)
burned o the late in February
= just as construction was under way
fo expand Its capacity. But Howard
Pechel, the execyilye producer for all
three S'l;agc Wes? ons, vows Lhat
H will be rebulll and will reopen
wiihin slx months,

In the meanUme, 1 welcome Lhe ex-

ansion of Lhe Stage West empire Lo

¢ Toronlo ares.

No free ice

There'll be no free ice time ot the
Acton Arena for the Raotary Club
Shate-n-Thon, council decided Mon-
day night.

A letter from the Rotary Club's
Erie Sellors asked for Iree fee time
March 29, from noen to 3 p.m.

Coun. Gerald Rennie's motion 1o
wiaive the $174 charge for ice time
wis |ost,
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