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ergency

does have 24 hour staff

When it comes to  information
about the Georgetown and District
Memorial Hospital, the Emergency
Service Report relessed by the
Halton District Health Council |s
already out of date, says- th
hmgtta'l'a executive director.

The first dralt of the report was
completed in July 1986 and the final
report was finis in October. An
announcemnent to the press by the
District Health Council wns not
made until January 1987.

Execullve Director Mark Rochon
told The Herald ibere Is 24-hour
emergency service at the'
Georgetown hospital. When the first
draft of the report was issued in Ju.
iy, nighl emergency nursing
coverage was provided by super-
visory personnel, said Mr. Hochon.

Prior to Ocl. 14, it was the respan-
sibllity of the hosplisl's nursing
supcrvisor (o respond lo emergency
care needs during the midnight to
7.30 om. shift, Mr. Rochon in-
dicated. i

Since  then, existing resources
have been re-allocated 1o provide 24
hours a day, seven days per werek
nursing coverage in {he emergency
department, he said. One member of
the nursing staff is now assigned -
spectlically to the hoespital's;
emergency  department during
nights. -

“Her prime responsibility ts the
emergency room and if there is o
greater need In the hospital for her
nursing services, e nurse could Eﬂ-
o relleve that problem—but the'
rnurse's prime responsibility Is the
emergency room,"” Mr. Rachon safd.

The Health Council report noted the
demand for 24 hour emergency ser-
vice personnel existed ot Lhe
Georgetown hospital. It alse said the
Georgetown hospital was the only
hospital in Hallen Region without
em department staff after
midnight. However, since Oetober
1886, n purse, primarlly respomsible
for the emergency department during-
the midnight lo 7:30 a.m. shift has
been assigned to this task.

MNow that the hospital has made the
changes, it is going even further. A re-
quest has been made for additional
staff In the emergency department
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during peak periods lo reduce waiting
time for patients, a problem which ex-
Ists in most hospilal emcrgency
departments, said the  executive
director,

“"We have to sce what the Ministry
of Health hos lo say about it ithe
stafling request). It's been recogniz-
ed in the District Health Council's
report.  We've made changes o
alleviate the problems intemally
and we'll wait and make our budget
submission and include in thal our
request for additional nursing
stall,”" Mr. Rochon said.

Al doctors have basic cardiae life
support qualifications, although, not
all have ndvanced cardiac life sup-
part qualifications, he said.

The Health Council report says
Georgelown  and  Milton  hospitals
share o radiologist. Mr.Rochen SaYS
that was never true. Georgelown
hospitel has its own [ull-time
radiologis! on siafi, Cambridge pro-
vided a rodiologist for March and
April 1986 while Georgetown looked
to [l the position, he said.

“The radiclogist started work in

May. We had a radislogist for a cou- -

[}_;E of ycars bafore that and then he
efl and went back (o New

Brunswick. We then had a two-
monih period where we used ser-
vices from Cembrdge while we
recruited,” Mr. Rochon explained.

As lor the hospital's disaster plan,
il wos developed in 1975 and has
been updated on at least three occa-
sions, the most recent being June
1985, he said.

The Health Council's Emergency
Health Service Ieport is to go before
Regional council this month.

Joane Sanders of the Health Coun-
cil said the.report was begun in carly
1985 and data vsed in the repert is
about a year old.

“"We're in the process of gﬂh'réf:
feedback on the report,” she said,

“some of the things it mentlons have'

already been acied on. ™
The assistant executive
pointed out the improved
Georgetown  hosgpital's  24-hour
ermergency coverage ps an example,
"We were rcally thrilled,' Mrs.
sanders safd of the re-allocation of
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The sun was shining, the
bouquets of daffodils were
blooming and the Canadian
Cancer Bociety kick-oll In
Georgetown Wednesday

was a resoundlog
saceesd. Helplng to minke
the breakfsst .cvent at the
North Hallsz Golf and
Country Clab & profitable
affalr were members of the
activily group sssociated
with lbe Georgetown onil.
They make crafts for sales
and thelr items can be par-
chased sl the Cancer Socle- .
ty office on Guclph Street .
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday alterpeona, Seen
_bere are telt to fght) Bere
nice Herisom, Nancy Sieln,
Betty Hnll  =2nd “Norma
Carlisle,

A heat pump system that would
be ener saving is being con-
sidered for the new Halton Hills
municipal complex.

Last week, the architeel for the

roposed 37,000 sguare fool

ildil;i said a system whereby air
warmed by the sun would transfer
its heat to waler where it would be
slored unti] needed, is belng looked
at,
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