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Great blue heron one of area’s largest birds

(n @ recent visit to Black Creek on
Gerorgelown's western  boundary [
disturbed a Great Blue Heron intent
an capturing fish in a quict pool of
the stream. With pretesting guttural
croaks it lifted its heavy body into
the alr and flew off to seck a quicter
lishing hale,

standing en impressive 1530 em 1l
and with a wingspan excecding 180
om the Greal Blue Heron s one of
our targesl resident birds, They are
a commen sipht in Hallon  Hills
rivers and streams, having adapted
successiully thus far, In the human
altered environment. The individes!)
that [ fMushed was likely o ceeently
arrived  magrant from wintering
gromuls in the Upined Stales, This
hardy  heron,  Dhowever,  does oot
always migrate from our area
winter. [ have abserved Herons n
January  doppedly pursuing Lish in
wee-Tree pockets of the Credit Hiver.

Greal Blue  Herons  afe oflen
misidentificd as “eranes”, & family
of  simblar  large  wading  binds,
Canpda has 1wo nesling species of
cranes - the Sondhlill awd  the
celebraled Whooping Crane. Netther
of these hirds s resident in soulhern

2 guest speakers

The North Peel chapter of the
Assecition for  Children  and
Adults with Learning Disabilitjcs
(ACALDY will be hosting two puest
i’:(-akr:m a1 Chinguacousy Secon-

l; School in Bramalea on April
L Pat Chalmers of Humber Col-
lege  will speak on  the topic
“Building blocks for suceess: iden-
tifying your child's strengihs usnd
weaknesses ond helping vour child
to cope’. Ann Knap, special educa-
tion teacher with the Etobicoke
Board of Eduealion will address
the topie ““You, your child and v
our child's teacher: helping vour
child to cope with the system **

The presentations start at 7:30
pm., and there i3 a pon-member
odmission fee of 2. For more in-
formation, call 455-8340.

Backyard
Naturalist

By IS SCALLEN
Herald Special

tintarie. The Sandhill pests primar.
by inthe Hudson Hay lowlands of ter
thern  Ontario and  in Manitoba,
while the breeding range of Lthe ex-
coecdingly rare Whooping Crane s
confined to Woil Huffalo Park in
narthern Alberta, While  there s
soine possibility that the necasienal
Sandinll Crone may rest inoour area
Hurie migEration, | am ol awiare of
any  sighbimges Nevertheless, Grear
Blue Herons and Samdhill  Cranes,
Iheugh similar in form and color can
vasily  be dislinpushedd by the way
they 1y, Cranes [y wilh their necks
outsirelchnd, while herons tuck ther
necks hack Like o roversed 25

Greast Bloe Herans wsually mest in
colonits on islands or the shopes of
Lakes anil privers A colony may even
teally contimn hundoeds of neats bl
40 or &0 45 g omure Ivpical putnber

Paying twice

Burlingten  Mayor  Roly  Hird
made it clear Burlington doesn't
want (o be paying for the ...,
(Do lwive,

Already the eity is paying for the
envirenimental  ossessment hear-
mg as o defendant, objecting to the
Hegion's selection process which
wianls o pul a new Hegional dumg
in Hurlinglon.

Last weck, the Mayor suggesied
the other three municipalities con
sider putling up the hearing cosls
on behalf of the Region, so (hat
lh.q-llnﬂlun doesnt end up paying
lwice.

He backed off from maoking any
formal motion to that effect, mak-
ng il clear he was presenting it to
Regional councillors as a sugges
tion for 1ithe other three
municipalities 1o act on.
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GEORGETOWN LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

a Armstiong Ave.

GEORGETOWN

877-6686

Usually built high up In deciduous
trees, these nesis are large, loose]y
waoven platferms of  twigs, 1hat
wnuld never pass o building code in-
spection. In severe storms they are
vasily destroyed.

Ideal heren nesling hatdlat s ool
aviilable 1o the Greal Bloues of
Halion Hitis, but the rich aqualic life
of the Credil Hiver walershed bas
enticed (hese hirds Lo setlle here
nanctheless | know of ooe celony in
Haltan Hills where perhaps  three
wore nesls have been il in the 1l
bevches  ond maples of a farm

cowamaflot,  Fawalsl a0 evmsiderable

distunce from Ihe Credit River apd
el o much human activily., this
colomy 1y L'EL‘:I]'I}' ot uplimu Furod
Babitar but for oow 6 is thriving
Brvause of their  colomal  nesting
Dahits,  herons  are particulurly
vulnerable, The lamfowners in the
area of this coleny are to be com-
menedikl  for ool disturbing  the
hierons, for iF the great birds lost thes
sitee 11 s queslionable whether they
worlllil  estalilish  anether  eolony an
nerth [Laleon

The populahion of  Geeat Blo
Herons in Halton is bealthy Tor now
W owe nraintiin the aquality ol the
weoler gt Cpexlit Iiver wiilershosd
aml don't ioterfers with the Great
Blue's  nesting sites. this happy
wabunaat e wall presail
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Ladies are gven n comphmaoniacy (ft along with an
cppertunily fe wan a wookend package at Iha
clegan! L'Hotal In downlown Toronto Includes Con- ¥
tinenial Brophliast and two passes lo Sparkles on tho
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City courtesy of Atlantic City Getaway.
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