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Entertainment Qutlook

Armchair critics of Canadian television

Armchalr eritics of Canadlan tele
vision have been known (o complatn
that the trouble with Canedlan {ele
vision is that it merely coples Amerl-
can television.

I don't suggest Lhere (s ahsuluteiif.'
0o basis for such complalnt, but it wili
be difficull to level that charge
against a8 CBC haur-lunF program
talled The Real Stufl, which is set to
&lr on Sunday evening, March 29, on
the publicly-owned TV nelwork,

e title is a parody of Tam Wolfe's
book, The Right Sluff, which was
turned into a moderately interesting
(but {inanclally unsuccessiul) movie 2
few years back. 1t dealt, rather fanel.
fully, with the lives of the Amerlcan
pstronauls.

The Real Stuff, produced and di
recled by John Zariisky, is an absorb
log look gl the Snowblrds, Canada's
world famous jel aerchatic leam. Za-
ritsky got some invaluable help from
a finc leam of cinematographers, edi-
tors, co-producers #nd second unit dl-
reclers, all of whom receive well
eamed credil al the end of the pro
gram.

But Zaritsky's most visible help
came from pop composer David Fos-
ler (best known, perhaps, for his
work, also with Zarltsky, on Tears
Are Nol Enouph), Foster provided the
music for The Real Stuff and also
served as on-camera host for the pro-
gram.

What I jike moest abaul The Real

Face in the crowd

Y

Stuff Is pol the stunningly beautlful
aerial hnlnﬁnph (although that's
certainly laudablel, but the facl that
the show's high quality was gchlcved
without the kind of razzle-darzle spe
clal effects that have become so0 com-
Eunplac: ln present-dey TV and
m4.

Zaritsky and Foster set out o give
us 2 close-up look at the nine Canadl-
ans who make up the Snowbirds, and
they had ¢nough confidence in (heir
subject Lo avald the sort of glmmick
thal 0 easlly could have lurned this
program inlo yel another dreary ex-
ample of the triumph of slyle cver
conlent.

it's gmm Ing, alse, to see that 23.
ritsky found time to Include some fogl-

w Take aclose look, you may be a winner. I the face shownin |
!!-.r clrele Is yours, you're the lucky winner of g palr of §
Georgetown Clnemas courlesy J’ﬂ’:‘lfl. Call us ot X77-220) or

H17-8%22 ot drop in at The Heral

43 Guelph St., Georgetown,

Ont. to cizim your prize. If vou're not a winner this week.

keep on looking, Next week, it muy be your turn,
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:qe of the Smowbirds' wives, wlong
with some of thelr commenl on the
work thelr husbands do. And it's also
pleasing to see thot the usually [g-
nored ground crew are given some
Mmeastre of credit.

Apart from the dazzling footage of
the planes during thelr breath-taking
aerjal manouvers, what stands out in
the memory after you see The Real
Stuff are some of the lelllng com-
meats made by the Snowbirds them-
selves, Here are some I recall:

“I'm scared of helghls. | can't loak
overabalcony, [ get dizzy.”

*“It doesn't hur lo Fr_-f scared — |t
helps keep you honest. ™

“1 always have bulterflles in my
stomach, walking cut to the plane. ™

"'} know right now, I's the best job
I'll ever have. 50, for two years,
you're a hero."

“Nexl to sex, it's the best thing.”

Classifylng The Real Stuff as 2 doc-
umeniary is probably accurate
enough, but | urge you not to be pul
off by that misleadingly dry caiegori-
zatlon. It's & most enlertaining pro-
gram, one that all those who were in-
volved in should be proud of.

You may remember g story here
some months ago about Bob Bossin,
the Vancouver-based minstrel, and his
show, Bossin's Home Remedy For Nu-
clear War, It's a witly and sane look,
In musical form, at the horrors of the
nuclear age,

Bossin's takea to the road agaln af-
ter a winler layover, and he's In tha
midst of a string of dates across Can-
ada. This month, he already has put
on his show (o a few places [n Ontario
and Alverta, but there are still quite a
number of scheduled performances to
come.,

O March 19, Bossin Is In Edmon-
ton. The pext day Lhe locale s Leth-
bridge. Calgery can see Bab Besslnon
March 21, then Mediclne Hat {22) and
gt;.lllr, Saskzlchewan {23) and Regina

From March2s to Aprill, Bossin's
Home Remedy For Nuclear War can
be seen al the Prairle Theatre Ex-
change in Winnipeg. Between Aprill?
andié, he will do his show at the Great
Emdun Theaire Campany, In Ot-

wa,

Then come some scatlered dates:
April2d in Windsor; May? at Na-
naimo, B.C., and Hlp o Vancouver,
From Mayitodo, he'll be at the Ca-
nadian Popular Thestre Alliance Con-
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ference in Sydney, N. S.

Names, Names, Names: Andre
Gagnon wiil compose musie for Lhe
Stratford Festival's production of The
5chool For Scandal. And veleran Ly
clo Agostinl will perform the same
functica for the same festival's pro-
duction of OtHello , , . All you Ed
Asner fans can ¢alch him as a school
principal on hi€'new serles, The Bronx
Zoo, which debuls this week on Global
TV . .. Al Waxman [s the hos! (Sun.
day, March29) of a CTV speciat called
The Ticker Tesl. It deals with the lal-
¢sl sialisties and developments about
heart discase , . . A Nest Of Singing
Birds Is the litle of a TV movie cur-
rently shooting in Saskatoon. It's

ased on the Susan Charlolte Haley
novel and is hﬂin% direcled by Erle
Till from a script by Jos Wiesenfeld
shella McCarthy and Barry MacGre
gor star . . . And wrilerdirector Don-
ald Brittain (who did Canada’s Sweet.
heart) Is preparing a leec-F:lrt film
Ei;:grnphy of Willlam Lyon Mackenzle

nE.

Singer Louisa Florlo's career got an
early boost last frtar whenshe was in-
troduced to audiences across Canada
cn Roger Whiltaker's tour of this
couniry. The young Toronto singer is
getting another boost, thls time on the
record charts, with her single, Today
I Met The Boy I'm Going To arry.

Barris
Beat

The baby-boom generation may well
lind that {itle famllizr. The SO0 Was
wrillen, way back In 1963, by Ellle
Greenwich and Tony Powers, and was
recorded by Darlene Love. The record
dido’t do that well back then, but Ellle
Greenwich has been rediscovered of
late, and with the boomers reaching
the age of nostalgla this new version
by Louisa Florio could break through.

Have you noticed, by the way, haw
many TV commerclals now use songs
{rom the 196037 Thal's becauss to-
day's 30-year-old viewers “'relats” 1o
those songs of thelr youth,

Morley Calla sometimes re-
lerred o as the lather of Canadjan Jjt-
erafure, is the subject of a oarhour
television profile due on March 26 on
CBC. Callaghan, now In his 80s, [s the
Ruthor of some dozen novels and
about 100 short stories, and he's still a
feisty and fascinating man.

On the TV progrant, Callaghan
locks back at his life and career, In-
tluding his time In Paris with (he likes
of Emest Hemingway, Scolt Flizge
rald and James Joyce. Also appesring
la the affectionate tribute are Timo-
thy Findley, Marle-Claire Blals and
Callaghan's sons, Barry and Michael.

Inside Howle Mandel: ‘e‘i? [riends
make fun of me, but I need nolse, |
sleep with Lhe television on. When 1
WL & hnhﬁ ! couldn't sleep when it
was quiet. My mother used to {urn the
vacuum cleaner on and let it stand by

m{ bed.
No offense, Howle, bul I somelimes
sleep with the televisfon on, Lo, }
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