Page 4 - HALTON HILLS OUTLOOK, Friday, March 27,1987

Omilook Is publlshed each Friday by The Halton I1ijils Herald, home

hewspaper of Hallon Hills, a divis)
ted, & cet. Geor

Limi
Class Mail - Reglalered Number o941,

877-2201

877-2202

eir Cutleoo

of Canadian Newspapers Com ny
t &5 Guelph Bireet. Geargetown, .

Onterlo, L1G 128, Second

877-8822

Progress on acid rain

My work a3 Chsirman of the
select Commiltee on the Environ
ment, which I mentioned In the last
report {s underway, and 1 believe
CVErYOone Conc is most pleased
with Lhe progress of the henrfng! on
acid rain. -

M.P.P.

IJ."
Eron Kiright

Premier David Peterson recently
pointed ocut thal Ontario's education
sysiem must be improved to meet
the needs of young ie to provide
them with new skills to compele in
the modern world. Speaking atl the
annual  Ontarie Liberal Herloge
Dinner in Terento, Premier Peler-
son noted thal there is a 40 per cent
drop out rate from high scheols in
the province. That rate is one of the
highest in the warld - three times as
high 0s in Sweden and West Ger-
many and twice thal of Japon and
Great Britain, As one of several in-
itiatives to help reduce the dropout
rate, the Ministry of Eduecation will
begln a special study on school dro
outs. The ohjective of the study will
be to recommend ways of ensuring
that Ontarle's education system is
relevant to the needs of young MEI.E
and to the realities of the labar
market they are preparing toenter,

Ontario's drinking laws should be

changed to reflect the attitudes and-

cxpectations expressed by both the
mgfﬁ: and the industry according to
a recently released government
reporl. The report emphosizes the
promotion of responsible serviee of
aleohol in licensed establishments,
ns well as individual responsibility
and mederation in the comsumption
of beverage alechol.

o o
i

The Onfario Studeni Assistance
Program (0.5.A.P.) budget will be
increased by 17 per cent for 1587-88.
Specific Improvements 1o 0.5.A.P.|
include a sharp reduction in the
financlal contribution from rents
of students from Jow income
familics. As well, sole support’
parents will now be eligible for grant
assistance to cover child care costs.

0.5.A.P. will provide maore

ossistance {0 studemis from farm.

familles because form assets will
now be consldered at hall their net
value. The decision 1o Increase
assistance to  students from farm
families resulted from o review of
declining farm prices and  the
resulting impact on farm incomes.
In addition, 0S.AP. will extend
prant assistance to studeols atten-
ding degree granting  religious
schools and approved art schools,
Until now, students attending  in-
stifutions such as the Omiario Hible
College and the Nationa! Theatre
Schoal in Montreal, to cite just two
examples, have been  elipibie anky
tor loan assistance,

Much of the new funding will be
directcd o increasing  the grant
assistance  provided to  students.
These changes to 0.5 AP are con-
sistent  with the Ontarie govern.
ment’s policy of Increasing  ae-
cessibility to post secondary instity.
tions. This Is the second substantial
increase  in the Ontario  Studen
Assistance  Program  in  as many
YCOTS,

I was pleased recently to host a
question and answer forum  which
was faped for cable television.
Guests an  the show were the
Honourable Jim Bradley, Minister
of the Environment and Mayors
Gord Krantz of Millon and Huss
Miller of Halton Hills, The exchange
of views was maost infermative for
all concerned, and [ will be hosting
more of these programs in  the
future, The show will be aired on the
local ezble chennel in the near
future.

Berry's World
MG

“... And, comrade, what if this new openness
turns us all into YUPPIES?"'
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Grits can’t gloat
over recent polls

Despite being comfortably ahead
of the Tories, and less comforiably
ohead of the New Democrals, the

Liberals really have little cause for-

jubilation over the opinion polls.

Given the sorry position of the
Roverning  Conservatives, and the
fact the Grils ore the officinl posi-
tion - or government-in-walt ng -
they should be standing much higher
in public poputari'y. With the Taries
languishing In the low 208 on the
percentage secale of popularily, cne
would expect the Grits to be well
over 50 per cent, perhaps even nudg
ing GO,

Insteod, the Jatest Gallup survey
fnund the Liberals al 41 per cent, ac-
lually a three-poinl drop from a
month earlier. Both the Tories and
NDP rose two points . the {ormer to
24 per cent, the tatter 1034,

The highest recorded by John
Tumer's Liberals since the Tory
slide began was 45 per cent Jast
December - the survey was taken
immediately alter the party's wejl-
publicized nodional convention. Thal
was when Mr. Tumer's leadership
was cenfirmed by 763 per cenl of
delegates. Apart from that, for the
last year the perceniage has been
cons|stently in the low-$0s.

And there Is small comfort in the
news that the NDP, which has never
clected an MP |0 Quebee - although
it acquired one by conversion - is in a
dead heat with the Liberals in that
province. Before the 1984 clection,

the Liberals held 74 of the province's

Toseals.
NOT NOTICED

The foct that Prime Minister
Brion Mulroney scored so low in
surveys aobout leadership per-
formance grabbed headllnes recent
ly. And when only 24 per cent of
Canadians apprave of a prime
minister’s performance, it |s
legitimate news,

ul what recelved less attentlon in
that same survey was the fact that
Mr. Tumer's performance was ap-
proved by only # per cent of
tes ents. And while this might
look impressive compared with Mr
Mulroney, il's  really remarkably
low for an oppasition leader. What 1
mean s, oppositlon lesders don't
have 10 make un lar declslons as
prime ministers do. Thelr Job (s
taller-made for popularity.

appraval rating (or NDP

Leader Ed Broadbent was 64 per
cenl, which, by comparison, seems
unusually high.” But, when you stop
and think about It, why shouldn't o

party leader, who happens to be fac

+ing an apparently unpopular govern-

ment, get approval from two of three
Canadians?

Whal's more striking, it scenis to
me, is that fewer than haif of Lhe
respondents  Judged Mr. Tumer's
erformance to be  satisfactory.

urly-six per cent of those polled
sald they disapproved and 20 per
cent couldn't make up their minds,

NOT GOHOD

Again, these figures actually seem
rather tmpressive when compared
with the prime minister's 66-per-
cent disopproval - another [0
cent couldn't decide - but only 19 per
cent disapproved of the way Mr,
Broadbent was doing his Job,” while
17 per cent were undeelded.

That particular survey was taken
by Angus RHReld Associates last
month - and It was carried out before
the Commons vole on crulse-missile
testing which embarrossed the 40
member Liberal eavcus. Four MPs
broke ranks and, In ofpning further
tests, volted agpinat the rcolleagues.

Delegntes to the party’s national
convention In November voled over-
whelmingly against the tests, and
Mr. Turner has been criticized by
many Liberals for not accepting (his
high-level advice. The embarrnssing
Commons vole was bound to raise
W %umtiuna about leadership.

And although the Llberals ovoided
b split on the recent {ree-trade vote,
It was achleved by way of an amend-
ment that merely added confusion lo
the party’s own posilion on this basic
subject. Once agaln, this debate did
H!It to enhance Mr, Tumer's pro-
ile,

There are also many who feg] the
Liberal caucus Is not performing to
Ita full potential In the Commons and
that some front benchers are not
displaying a consistent zest. *It's
nol easy to make the adjustment
when ;.rnu"en had 2 taste of govern-
ment,” sald ene. “It's not f(alr to
blame the leader."

Fair or mol, i's the reality of
palitics. And If the NDP continues to
goin ground on the Grils - regardless
of how the Torles fare - you will be
hearing a lot more of il.

In recent years we have been |o-
spited by a series of ‘‘cross-
country’”  athletes. Strong-willed
men like Terry Fox, Steve Fonyo,

and Rick Hansen have created the -

largest following: but there are
other worthwhile causes and other
dedicated, determined athleles,
Doug Mohr is such o man,

In these days ol mullimedia
advertising many people complain
ahout ads. We are bomborded with
them every day. Some have been
cailled *“trivial”, or “‘moronic™, and
much worse. Most of us wall and
complain and Jet it go at that; but
there are individunls, who have the
inner strength to take the bull by the
herns and develop worthwhile in.
tellipent ads. Doug Mohr is such a
man.

: A I'Hiin[.‘!ﬂﬂfl being powerless n;-:r.l
mpotent ¢ &1 many {ine people,
espoecially uﬂfm they think. abgut
nuclear weapons and the Super-
pawer anms race. The lask of op

ing such masslve weakness and fear
is too big, and so the familinr ory isg
heard “What can I, onc small, in-
significant person do?" Forfunalely
some people are stirred by such op-
position to organize the ‘many in
dividual rcsponses, until - together
they could sland in the path of a
landstide and defleet it from its

. course, Doug Mohr is such a man,

Wha is this Doug Mohr? He is n
key fligure In the Canaodian peace
scene. He has ridden a  bicycle
across  Canada  roising  awareness
and money for peace. He founded
the Capadian peace letler writing
network, and he is the chair of Peace
Productions in  Kitchener-Walerloo
which produces the Ads for Peace,
You can be Insplred and empowered
with his latest ideas and his analysis
of the peace scene In Canada ond
around the world by attending "‘An
Evening of Peace”™ on April 6, o
7:3, in Georgelown High School.

Ray Piercy,
for Halton Hills Actlon for
Nuclear Disarmament

Poor service

for VIA trains

Recent news reports indicate Lhat
VIA Rall Is planning further cuts in
&mgu- train services in Southern

tarlo, It is no wonder (hat-VIA |s
losing passengers when jts trains
have Irequent breakdowns, run late,
and when VIA falls to provide
enough cars for ers at Wind-
sor, London, tchener, Guelph,
Brantford and elsewhere foreing
passengers to cancel trips, travel by

means, or wait hours for the
next train.

Passengers were treated especial-
ly badly when, un March 1st, train
7 leaving Toronto al 5:35 p.m. was
not held for five minutes so that
passengers on a late traln from Mon-
trea! could make their connection
[or Brampion, Guelph, Kitchener,
Stratford and St. Mary's.

Transport 2000 Onidrio is a non-
proflt organlzation promoting better
public transportation. We would ap-
preciale passengers on VIA trains
writlng to us at F.O. Box 8418, Sla-
o A, Toronlo, MSW 1X3, about
their experiences with VIA and thelr
idezs about how to Improve rall ser-
vices. As a consumer group, we
belleve the public's volce needs 1o be
heard now to stop VIA's continulng
decline. A. H. Turrittin

President,
2000 QOntario




