Growth is steady |
~for Acton plant
whose specialty

1s wood products

Thanks to Toronte Wood Treating
Ltd. backyard deo-it-yourself ~pro-
jecls are achievingl a monumental
stalus.

They are monuments to the family
that builds them, ond they are
monuments because they last. The
Acton company produces (reated
wood which is guaranteed for 40

YCars,

Toronte Wood Treating hos ils
main localion cn Wallace Sireet,
another on Queen Sireel and o retail
yord (operated in the summer) on
Highway 7. The wood they produce
i5 dry to the touch and odor free. [t is
made from a unique formuta that ¢l-
ings to the fibres in the wond, said
Dave Phipps, peesident and general
manager of the company.

Since Torente Wood Treating
came 1o Aclonm 10 years apo, the
wood treating husiness has grown so
much the Acton business has heen
unable to retain their inltial share of
the marke!, said Mr. Phipps. Maore
tlecks, fences and patios are beimg
made of the wreated green wood
every yoaor.

In the fall of 1996, when Toronto
Wood Treating moved to  Acton,
there, were four other wood treating
p;:mt.n-'. in Omntario. Today there are
I3,

Not all those plants offer the range
of . products Acten’s wood reating
plant offers. In addition to the green
wood  called Al Weather Wood,
Toreno Wood ‘Treating produces a
hrown woed, Sunwood, Flame Proof
woodd,

Sunwood is treated with the same
proven fermuln of the green wod,
only the color and price is diffecent.
Sunwood is five per cent more ex-
pensive than All Weather, the green
wood,

Teronto Wood Treating is the only
firm in Onlario .making the bBrown
treated wood Mr. Phipps said. They
began making it the spring of 1926,
Deerhurst Lake in Muskoka s
covered in Sunwood.

Sunwood was crvaled because

Artcast

B
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It ol people said, 1 tike the product,
but [ wish 1 wasn'l greep”.” Mr.
Phipps said.

Flame  Proof  wxxd s another
irademark  of Toronte  Wouwd
Treating. As the nome sugpests, this
word Will not burn. It s usedd for
special projects, Mro Phipps  soid,
When Hamillon Place was buill fire
proed wood had ta be browght from
Pittsburgh  Pennsvivania, Now  that

“kind of wand is available theouph Ac-

tan.

Sunwood and Flame Prool wood
make up less than ten per cent of
Toranto Woed ‘Treating sales. Most
of the sales. 65 per cent, are the
preen weknl sold o retail, steres Tor
private wuse, About 25 per cenl ol
sales to contracters who ose  the

L

workl on Jarge seabe iurn_iﬁ:'t.a'._ stlch ais .

pusts for highway barriers.

Growlh has been sieady for the
Acton  company  over e Jast o160
years., Their market s as east as
Kingston, west as Wimdsar, soulh ns
Toranto amd north as Hunlsville, The
Umted States have their own wood
treating plonts. 3

Torentn Wouod Treating has  ex.
ported 1o the United Siates but will
to s less sinee e sgreement will
ihe United States and the nse o ex.
port Taxes on Canadhan sollwomd Mr
Fhipps said. Busioess o the United
Siates hos never been sigmbeant, he
sail.

In the summer months  Toranto
Woed  Freating has & wvery  Jwcal
markel. They epen o retml vard on
Highway 7 on Ihe Guelph side of A
ton. Students run the vard and dus
ing these months the stafl of the
business grows (rem abon! 20 to 25
Mr. Phipps said

Free books to help the hackvard
patw or fepce bplder ere available
through Toronle Wood Treasting. The
books are supplicd by the Camp
bellville company thal  makes the
chemicals the wood s freated with
Last year the Acton firm distributed
2 00 books, which i< & mongimental
Task.

~ An artistic craft
In a unique field

It takes a certain personality to
deal with artlsts, and Eric Knoespel
of Artcast hasit,

The 53-yearold Limehouse resl-
dent has been dealing with artists
for nearly 22 years.

Although Mr. Knoespel isn't an ar-
~ bist, he likes art, and knows how to
talk to artlsts on thelr level,

“I remember the John Diefon-
baker statue we just cast. You
wouldn't believe the criticlsm [t got -
_the nose is 100 big, the head loo small
- petty stuff. That's one thing you
" shouldn't ever do, because what is
right or wrong in art is almost im-

Ible to say. Professional artists
"know what they want, They have
definite |[deas,” Mr. K 1said.

The DHefenbaker statue stands on
- Ottawa’s Parlinment Hili, a tribuie
tlo a former prime minister of
Canada, It was cast at Artcast, and
is.the work ol artist Leo Mol of Win-
nipeg. !

Artists are nol your overage
cltizen, and
allowances’ for them sometlmes.
They can be temperamental at
times, and talk in different wave

I. Mr. Knoespei said.
- wever, Mr. F;:Empel holds a

great deal of t for them, par-
::;im:uty for their dedication to thelr

“Their dedication is

unbelievable,"” he exclalmed. "They
can barely survive economlically,
yet still they will go buy expensive
:m:tinﬁn_”
Dealing with artists wasn't what
Mr. Knoespel anticipated he would
be dolng, 22 years ago when he and
iwo others siaried up Mid Canadlan
Investment Castings - Ltd. in
Georgetown.

Located where . the McDonald's
Restaurant 18 now on Mountalnview
Road, the fledgling loundry started
lo grow so that within a year It moy-

ead to Mountalnview Road, where

Cercor now slands. Cercor was the
. mew name the company loock on

3 o

you have (o make.

when iL was a year ola.

The occasional bropze casting for

an ortist incrensed as word got out
that hete was a company that does
the lost wax process. -
* “We were doing it for the fun of it,
but it got to the point where more
and more people come out, and so
we decided we would creale o new
department,” Mr. Knoespel sald. Of
the three pariners, he had the most
aptitude for dealing with artists, and
80 it became his baby,

However, as Cercor developed,
there was less and less time and
:ﬁmze available for asecommodating

e needs of artists, and Cercor
decided to close that division.

‘That was the turning point for Mr.

Knoespel,
i ¢ lﬂenug,ht, why don't I break out
of here and run Artcast as a
scparale company. [ sold my shores
to my two pariners and, made Arl-
cost o separnle  company,”  the
father of throe said. -

That was in 197, The resi |s a list
of famous Canadian artists, heginn-
ing with Almuth Luetkenhaus af
Ookville who had all the pleces far
her {irst show cast by Arlcast. Thal
was a major undertaking for the new
company.

She returned to Arlcast in 1983 to
bronze cast one of the largest pro-
ccts  undertaken by the firm, &
uge, goldplated sun for the
backyard of an Oltawa resident.
Who are some of the other artlsis
Mr. HKnoespel has worked with?
r are: Frances Goage of Toronto,
Bill McEicheran of Toronto, Bruce
Watson of Torenlo, Walter Bachin-
ski of Guelph, Gerald Gloadsione,
Jordi Bonet of Montreal, Augustin
Fllipovie, Leo Mol of Winnipeg, Joe
Hosenthal, Arto Tchakmakijlan of
Monltreal, Eslther Werthelmer,
Ellzabeth Holbrook of Dundas, Dara
De Pedery Hunt, John Reynolds,

Helen Granger Young of Winnipeg, .

Gord Smith, .and Lea Vivel of Kleln-
burg. '
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In the cool basement of the Domi-  Phillp  Callus  count  hyhrdd Ny

nlon Seed llouse, nursery and farm
workers Pavl Thompsen (left) and

tilbs. (1lerald pholo)

g o . T .
{hganic controls for garden pests

nre gatning popularily every year,
Dominlon Seed llouse General

Manager Doug Peck says. The long-
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Ume employee finds Jack rabbits the
hurdest 1o control on the 63-acre
Seed House property. espectally
where beans and corn are grown,
{tlerald photo!

With 63 acres, Dominion seed firm
s more than a backyard operation

Hy ANI PEDEFRIAN

Herald Stalf
the “‘s’uip:r_-"
can  he coented nong
customers of  the
House, savs s penecal manager. )
“That is one group that's mere in-
terestied  in boats,  coltages  and
travelling.” the kindly Doug eck
smiles. “Thev're missing oul,  Hut

All st

the generation sinee that one, the
eV

vounger ones, are  planting
though they may enly have a small
area.”

Mr. Peck may  have been
Georpgetown  seed  rompany’s
general manager [or only flive yeors,

bul he's been with the lirm for near-

Iy 45 years.

Ask him how to keep the punt from
overtaking your  vegelable  garden
and he'll tell you - plant o in o pot.
You can lest lis knowledge with
tougher questions and he's sure nol
o disappeint you, having beenoun
avid gardemT from  boyhood,  just
like his dad,

“Hack then, all hoys were ex
pecied to help oul in the garden, it
wis parl ol the ritund of growing
u;ll.“ the white hadred gent explain-
(L1

Historic map
ready for
April unveiling

When George Tremain  printed
several hundred coples of his map of
Holton County in. 1858, hapa he
would have becn the Insrc;ersﬂn fo
expect one of them Lo be hung in the
hbrary of his heme town, more than
130 years later.

Bu! he would have been surprised.
Next month, the Georgetown
library, In conjunction with the Es.
quesing  Historical Soclety, wiil he
formally unvelling ‘one of six re-
maining maps in the arca after an
exlensive  restorailion  pracess
costing $1,700.

The Tremain map, which
measures about 20 square feet, was
donoted to the Georgetown Library
by Halton Hills restdent Marion
Young In 1983, Mrs, Young acqulred
the map from the famlily of Dr. Allen
McCullough aofter his death 30
Eﬂﬂm ago. Dr. McCullough pro-

bly acguired the mop dlrectly
from the printer, George Tremuain,
in 1858

!

peneralion
the
Dominion  Sexd

thi

Al G acres, the Dominion Sced
Flunse |rruiwrt5' s much tmore than
the usuval backyard pgardener has to
contentd with. Onee surrounded by
[armlamd, the Georgetown property
is now surrounded by single family
hoimnes, slrip plazas and industey.

Mr. Poeck says the labd is parl of
ihe old Brodley homestead which in-
cluded Cedarvale *ark, and extend-
el all the way back to thwe
Grorgetown GO station parking Int.

Williom Hradley started fhe mail
order husiness in the late 1'20s, put-
ting a2t the first colalopue in 1928
Two years Inter, il was dipes! size,
Mr. Peck sadd,

Originally o bank clerk, thea o
vicuum cleaner and barber clippers
silesman, Mr. Hradley begoan sell-
ing seeds when his other sales were
alow. Soon the seed bhusiness wos
twiming, and the electrical business
wis dropped.

Today, Dominlon Sced  House s
sl @ Tamily business, run by the
doughter of  Willlam  Qendley,
Margarel Harding. Many of the cur-
rent emplovees have been with the
firm a long time, even those who on-
ly work part-time. :

“Some of our part-lime employeds

have been with us 25 years. It speaks
highly for the organizalfon. We try to
make it family like. Everybody
knows everybody,” Mr. Peck said,

Domininn Seed House hos 23 {ull-
hime employees and another 70 part-
tmers  during'- peak  seazon which
starts the thicd week of January and
runs "t} March end. :

Pretty well all of the company's
business Is done through the mail,
although in the early days there used
to be a small sales station on the two-
lane Guelph Slrect where peopny,
iris, lily and gladiola blosms used to
be sold to passershy,

The two main buildings in which
seeds are stored  and  sorted, and
ueders (illed and packaged for mail-
ng. were buill in the early 1500s,

during the Depression. You can see

Mack  and
Maple and

the  distingtive
butldings  [rom
Sreets,

his is the firm's Gith anniversary

white
Luelph

amd tmany changes have taken place
aver he yvears. The most noteworthy

15 that hybrids have been developed
for vegetables, petuniss, impatiens

and ather flowers, Al the same lime,

some of the sveds still popular with

gardeners go back farther than 193,
e, Peck pointed to Golden Ban-

lam Corn. Grandpa always grew it,
so people still want il, although there
are beller varieties now available,

* he said.

"We contract all over the workl
for seeds, We don't prow any here,
cxcept for rhobarb,” the gencral
manager said. Sceds come  from
American and European producers,

The Georgetown preperly is used
for the prepagation of peonies, iris,
day lilics, rhubarb and horse radish,
Mr. Peck explained. As  well,
pladiolas, dahlins and lilies are
Erown in case there's a shorlape of
bulbs Lo meet the demand.

“That's what you see blooming,”
he said,

To grow the seceds here in
Georgelown Isn't practieal. For one
thing,- the climote isn't ‘right. A
langer pgrowing season s needed,
Mr. Peck sald. As well, the property
isn’t larpe enough,

Mooy of the flower sceds and some
of the vegelable seeds come from
California. Tdaho supplles the secds
for beans, peas and corn, and Japan
many al the hyhrids, broccoli, eab-
bage and some flower seeds, There
are flower and vegetable seeds from
Holland and West Germany, and
those for odd Fflowers from  from
Africo and Indin.

Seed House color catalogue
a key to the firm’s success

Fver since the mail strike of 1972,
the Dominion Seed House has peotien

aut of selling rose bushes.

“We decided to get oul at that
point,” General Monager Doug Peck
sabd, “"We were fnled
were able to hold them (rose bush

vrders) and they dido’t go In the

mail™".

With nearly all of heir business
dotte through the mail. it can be
crucial i Mving things ore caugtht In

[uell-
color catalogue (estures all manner
of vegetable, flower and grass seeds,
ilus bulbs and garden scecessories -
mi your won't find the sensitive rose

n mail strike,

The Seed House's Bi-page

bushea,

In 1heir busy,

of orders filled ond ready

ready (0 o out.

“We have n good working rapport
poat mnster here -- an ox-
cellent relatlonship with Mr. King

with the

lucky that we

after-Christmas
season, the company gels hundrﬁds
or
tlelivery. A bock room |s full of huge
wire basketa [ull of 1hese parcels

nned his staff,” Mr. Peck snid.

Daily, the mail truck comes over

to pick wp-the sorted Seed House

parcefs and takes them . direclly lo

the teway teeminal.

*“It's jul ns casy for us lo presort
them here os send them down there
tGeargelown post officer’, he said,
“We can gel parcet defivery Lo Van-
chuver in seven wr ¢ight days, which
IS super™, .

Doininion  Seed  Housh . customers
are const lo coast, -from New-
foundtand to Vancouver, and even as
far-north as the Yukon, the general
managgr sald. The company doesn't

export, because of all the red tape In--

volved. - '

Br. PFeck said  vegelable and
flower secds are equally - popular
wlth customers.

“I's the lype of, business that
when the ecanomy s tight, people
buy vegetable seeds, When money s

frecr, ]:H:ﬂ?!ﬂ buy flower seeds and

garden related producls, M swings
with the cconomy,' he said. -
Although Mr. Peck says Lthey have

.

- vefelable sceds, o

no problem wath birds and pests on
the mmgany's Georgelown propers
iy, lljﬂ}r 0 have a prablem with J;;ljmk
rabbits. Experiments with wvarious
pecially  corn
squash and beans attract the hungry
four-legged noimals.

Tomntoes are still the best sellers,
then beans, earrots and letluce, Mr,
Peck gald,

Along  with the anmtnl seed
calnlogue, {he company puls out an
annhuol fall bulb brochure for tulips,
daliodlls, and other bulbous Mowers,

Whal's the most expensive item in
the Seed House catalogue this spr.
ing? _I’s the new ivy leaved

geranium. It's selling ot $5.25 for

cight seetds. Thal's because there
was it Jot of intenslve breeding in
volved, Mr. Peck explained,

Anybody can plant a garden, he
encourages. You don'l need o green
thumb for maost seeds. He says May
24 is stlll the rule of thumb for when
to plant, When the groupd s
warmer, you gel fnster germination
ond faster growth, Mr. Peck said,




