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$33 increase

expected for
'87 budget

By AN1PEDERIAN
Herald Siall

. It looks as if the town portion of
yiuir tax biHl will be about $403 this
year, an extra ¥ more, if you live in

theurban area.

. These |n the rurgl aren, who don't

‘pay wban service charges  for
mlmim{ga] garbage collection and
sirect lighting, may be paying %322,
anexira $Z3 over last year.

. Alter several lengthy meetings,
the budget committee wrapped up
its work Monday night, settling on a
. 7.9 per vent Increase over last year's
budget.

The budgel now goes to the town
council for final approval Monday
night.

Not all councillors were happy
with the 7.9 per cent increase and
what It buys for the town.

Coun. Norman Elliott was upset
‘$5671.800 [ntended for upgrading the
‘books and audiovisual collection of
‘the Halton Hills Public Libraries
-was cut back to $10,000.

. He called the move n slap in the
face for library board members and
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a “thorough disregard” for the!r
work and concerns.

Chlef Librarian Betsy Comwell
said that the $10,000 would be ab-
sorbed in replacing book losses Lo
theft and vandalism over a couple of
yvears and would mean no incremen-
tnl gainlo the library's collection.

“In realily that $10,000 is your
replacement  value for  books?™
Coun, Pam Sheldon asked.

“It's close,” Mrs, Comwell nodd-
edin rep i{

Halten Hills is beini singled out by
the other libraries the Central
Library System as being parasitical,
Coun. Ellioit said. They're saying
Halion Hills isn't carrying its share
of the load. The counciller thought
culs could be made elsewhere in the

L

Coun. Sheldon was another one

wunha “Fpiw:thlhecutn

¢ keep saying 7.8 per cent is &
Euideline. When we get {o the
crunch, oll of a sudden it becomes
carved in stone and no longer a
quideline,” she said. "Did any
tnke that 7.8 pec cent figure and loo
at what it does to our level of ser-
vice?"

Coun. Sheldon was concerned
about the cuts to grading, snowplow-
ing, asphalt resurfocing and hot pal-
ching, all of which affect rural
drivers.,

“The budget process, ol having
staff suggest the cuts nlso left her
dissptisfied. She said it was difficult

to defend a project when staff had §

suggesied it be cut.

The new staff belng added in this
budget concerned Coun. Pam
Johnston.

“They will have encrmous impact
on next year's budget,'” she said
“It's going lo be a lot of money that's
@oing to stay with us in future years
We'd belter start thinking of what
this ls going to coat us next yeor and

Insucceeding years.”

“The 1997 budgel adds two full-time

recreation  department  staff, one

senior planner, one computer pro-
grommer, and one cngincering
technologist. Most are to hired
late in the year, so thelr salaries
won't lmpact on the 1987 budget.

Even with this, d ment heads
are left unsatisfied. Town Engineer-
Ing Director Bob Austin sal

to other lowns the size ol
EEJIM Hills, he's short about six
staff. Planning Director lan Kelth
said Halton Hllls Is unlgue in ils pro-
ximity to Teronto and the number of
rura! and urban plenning issues it
must deal with compared to other
municipalities of the same size.

Some highlights from the
town budget include:

—A $25,000 reserve [for compuler

reﬁ::dnml:ntwns cut.
- improvement work fo Arm-

strong Avenue was cul by $26,600
leaving $69 475 for ditching, sodding,
gravel shoulders and culverts.
—An emergency power system [lor
Ihe [lire department worth 123,000
stays in the budget.
—Hairstow Crescenl gels $65,000 for
slorm sewers, and Brucewood Streel
does without those kmprovement
dollors for another year. :
—Maple Avenue East reconsimuc-
Hon gets cul [rom $10,000 Lo $5,000.
—A $20,300 reserve for a sand and
salt dome was cul.
—There's $10,000 lo replace the leak-
ing Georgetown Memorial Arena
lohby and canopy roof. -
—Improvements to the Cedarvale
madwn and parking arcea will have
towall for another year.
—The Acton Arena will have Lo do
without a new condenser.
~The Gordon Alcoit Arena gels o
new joe resurfacer and a brine pump
contral.
—There'il be $15,000 for 8 new roaf
ot the Cednrvale Community Cenlre
but no money to maoke structural
irs to the Cedarvale Cotlage.
—NEIl Street and Cobblehill Road In-
tersection improvements were put
ofl,
—There's §3.800 Lo
al Sideroad 32.
—$0,500 left in for parking lot lm-
provements at Hornby Park,
—Blue boxes to encourage recyeling
of tin, glass and newsprint aren’t be-
ing bought this year, saving the town
$24 375,
000 for creative play equipment
hns cul.
—There's $10,000 for tourism promeo-
tlon.
~$50,000 for Wildwood Road phase 1
construction, but nothing for pre-
engineering Wildwood's phaze
reconstruction.

547

replace a culvert

‘full-time  staff

WORM COOKIES?

What do you say lo worm
cooklea? Or how about gum
far brenkfant, lunch and sup-
per? Thal's what Ellen lLouise
Matthews, 9, a Harrison
Public School student thinks
will be the food of the fulure,

Al the vitaming you need will
be In the gum you chew, she
cxplained Thursdoy while tak-
ing part ln thr TSeorgeiown
Public Library’ uinropol’
forecasting fun. (Hernla
pholo)

Penrice tops list

for new Chamber job

Doug Penrice beal oul 30 other ap-
plicants f{or the new ps]mur:ll
manager's position offered the
Georpelown Chamber of Commerce

Chamber director and  seleclion
commmitiee chairmoan Dave Whiling
made the announcement Monday.

Mr. Penriee is 2 former Chamber
of Commerce president who served
from 1980-83.

The general manager post is o (ull-
time position. This s the first time
the Chomber has hired a permanent
rson to help with
promoting  business’ and  fourism
within the community, slong with
other duties. ,

A vole way taken by the full board
ol directors and the choice of Mr.
Penrice was an unanimous decision.

A Chamber director for over 10
years, Mr. Penrice will be epsed into
the job on a part-time basis beginn-
ing somelime in May, said Me
"In"-'hltiléq. e will then take on full-
time duiies “‘around the end of the
swmmer.”’

Mr. Penrice was considered the
top candidate because of his
knowledge of the local area,
businesses, the town and the
Chamber, said Mr. Whiting.

"We hnd o number of pgood can-
didates, but most were from out of
town," Mr. Whiling said.

Mr. Penrice is 4 pasi president of
the Jaycees service club and is a
life-long resident of Georgelown. He
lives on Case Court with wife Dianne
and children Sondra, 16 and
Christopher, 12.

He is the former president of the

Beaumont  Knitting Company of
Glen Williams, which was sold to
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Ambulance
reponse time
unacceptable

By ANIPEDEHIAN
Herald Stafi

The average 10.25 minute wail for
an ambulance thal Acton residents
now hoave has been called “unac
table™ by the Halton Distriet Health
Covtned!

The Ilmtth Council’s recent
Emergency Health Services Reportl
for the Hegion shows Acton has the
highest respense tme for am-
bulance services in all of Halton.

By sharp contrast, ambulonce
response times are the Region's best
fer Georgetown residents, al 528
minutes. The average ambulance
response Lime in Hallon is 7.66
minutes—this is again unacceplable
toihe Health Council,

Among s 13 recommendations,
the Health Council's report stales an
amhulance wait lenger (han seven
minutes is unacceplable in an
OMergency.

Halton Hills Mayor Huss Miller
has brought these facts (o the atten-
lien of the Ministry of Health in a let-
ter to Murray Elston lust week, He
wilnts ambulonce service for Acion
reviewed and response time improv-

Coun. Rick Bonnette brought his
cancerns  over how  long  Aclon
residents have to wait for sn am-
bulunce up last spring ot the Region,

The recent Heailth Councll report
backs him up. Looking at the
response  times, Coun.  Bonnelte
peinled oul they were done in March
nnd April.

“What happens in February, with

the worst snow conditions,” Coun.
Bonnette demaonded. Instead of 10.25
runutes, Aclon residents will surely
have to wail longer for an am-
bulanee to come to their aid.

With development slated for both
Georgetown and  Acton., the
Grorpetown Ambulance Service will
ber further hard pressed lo meet the
nﬂ:rrJ;'- of lh}-é- I“?lmmrnunitics

mn night (Hallon-Burlington
NMPP) will have to play a wcrygtlm
partant role in this for us 1o get a bet-
ter ambulance service in Acton,
“Coun. Bonnette said.

Mr. Knight is on heliday and
unnble o comment, The Herald was
told Tuesday marning by his office.

What has happened as a result of
the long respense time is that Aclon

Doug Penrice

‘hused  the knltlmf Company
m Mr. Penrice and offered hnm n
pasition with [ts textile division.

The new genera! manager said he
wis quite hn}:!p}' with the decision,
wis looking forward to the change
;u.;;i considered the pasition a “'fun
ob’,

“I'vee had a long-lerm relotionship
with the Chamber and hove time to
dirvote to the job,"" he said.

It is an ioteresting lime for the
Chamber with the town set to grow
in pepulation, he said. Business will
hnve to be aggressive, he said. A key
role will be in the areas of tourism
and business promotlon, he said.

Members of the seleclion commit-
tee jnelude Dave Whiting, Murray
Lawton, Rick West, David Page
Wnlt Dixon, Marg Tonas and Joe
Simon, the administratorclerk for
the Town of Halton Hills.

The next goal of the committes is
to select a site for u Chamber office,
probably within the next two weeks,
said Mr. Whiting.

“Then, os Murray Lowton says,
we'll have all pur ducks in & row,” he

Rennie Industries of Guelph., Hennie ». said.

Acton couple
wins $10,000

A trip (o the varjely slore made
an Aclon couple 310,000 richer last
week.

Bill and Eva Watl of Aclon wm
$10,000 in the Scraich and Win lot-
L on their second try. The
Uckets were bought at the Royal
Mini-Mart on Queen Strect.

it was & good omen for the
retired couple who moved te Acton
only a month age, from Torento.
They moved to Acton lo be closer
to Mrs., Watt's Anito
Ockenden.

"She (Mrs. Wall) bought one,
and told me to go in and get
another one,” Mr. Watt sald. *'She
borrowed one cent from me fo
serateh it with, and T haven't got it
back yet."

The couple plans {o use Lhe
money lo travel to Edmonton {o
visit thelr daughter. They have
another deughter in Toronto.

slater

Thief enters
occupied homes

The residents of three
Georgetown homes were surprised
early Thursday morning when

discover an intruder In
their midst. Police suspecl the
same person ls responsible for all
three Incidents.

The Tirst break and enter was ot
145 a.m. an Mountalnview Rond.
The screen to the kitchen window
wns removed aond the Intcuder
entered the home. Someone from
upsloirs came down to the (irst
floor and the intruder (led.
Damapge tothe screen was $50.

Just 25 milnutes loler o rson
sitting In thelr kitchen in o Glbbons
Ploce home was slartled when so-
meone entered. The intruder ran
when he discoversd somecne at
home. Entry to the home was
through an un!&ﬂte& side door,
palict sald.

The same night at 2:45 o.m. peo-
ple in o Gray Gole home were
woken up when their bedroom light

~ was switched on.

residents are relying more and more
on the Acton firefighters to tum up
for emergencies. ‘As the town's [ire
chief said Jast month, rescuscitotor
calls to the fire depnrtmmt have in-
creased considerably, putling a
heavier workload on the volunteer
{irefighters.

Georgetown Volunteer Ambulance
Service Vice-President Bob
Crawlord said his 35 volunleers do a
preat deal of work wilh the Acton
firefighters compared with  the
Georgetown  [irefighlers. That's
mainly because of the distanee in-
volved in getting to an Acton call.

“They (Acion [lirefighters) res-
pored to many of our patients and to
motor vehicle collisions,'" Mr.
Crawford said. ““They will do first
aid and have helped stabilize a pa-
tient until we've gotien there.”

_Three to five minutes is the crucial
time il breathing or a heartbent
stops, Mr. Crowflord =aid, ond it can
be too Jate hy the time an ambulance
arrives, even with minimal response
time.

However, If a person is In trouble,
Itn::ﬂghlﬂrs can do a lot lo stabilize
his condition till the ambulance ser-
vice arrives,

“The Acton lirelighters do a very
good job. We're \lrnrlling more and
more wilh them,”" Mr. Crawford
sajid. I don't lhmh we could do
without their help.

ThE two g;oupﬁ are sharing train-

ing, so t ecach organization's
volunicers know and respect what
the olher one's volunleers can and
will do. Familiority will foster belter
co-gperalion  between them, Mr.
Crawford said. g

The (reorgetown Volunleer Am-
bulance service was started in 1957,
It covers all of Haolton Hills, which is
an area about 100 square miles, with

uiation of 35,000, .

“Certainly, to get to Acton {rom
our Georgelcwn base, 10 minutes
isn't a bad response time," Mr.
Craw{ord sald,

He taid the Health Council's
recommendation for seven minutes
ambulance response lime is “a nlee
number’’.

"l wish we could get everywhere
within seven minutes, too," he said.
“It depends on road eonditions and
edbher conditions too. ™

Problems with signage
inadequate directions

Paryl {lberson, on the Volunleer Ambulance Service executive, says
he hesn't heard any complalnts about lhe Ambulance Service (aking too

long to arrive.

“I'd say, 39 per cent af the Ume, usoally when we get there, they wanl lo

know how we gol there so fast,””

Mr. Glberson sald.

Naoturally. 1l takes longer fo drive le a call thal's hallway between
Hockwood and Acton than (o ooe In Georgelown. Une mojor problem Lhe
amhulance service cxperiences {8 wilh road signs missing. down, or
twisted, or road nomes that have been changed, he 2ald,

Then there are those city folk who've moved oul into the couniry whe
don't really know where they live. They don't know (helr concession or lol -
number or what rural road they live on., or even whelher It's Feel, Es-
quesing, or Eramosa Townshlp, Mr, Glberson sald.

That can stow down the arrival of the ambulance, as it's forced to creep
along looking (or & red house with two trees oul front,

Into the

How many dld she bake? Even
Belly Flikkema doesn't know. The
Moultry Crescent, Georgetown,

women was up at 4:30 =,m. Friday
morning baklng 17 loaves of currant
rulsin bread for the Georgetown and

District  Christlan  School spring
baramr Baturday st the school. The
bazanr staris st 10:39 a.m. with an
auction at 3:30 p.m. Mrs. Flikkema
has already sold 30 loaves of her cur-
rant ralsin bread to frends and
nelghbors, (Herald phota}
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