Stamps

by 'Larry Mcinnis

Exploration of Canada
Stamp Series Continues

he second quartet of

stamps in the **Explora-
tion of Canada’” scries is ont
and no doubt colleclors
everywhere are poring over
sheets looking for an error,
as there was in the 1986
ISsUe.

Last year, you may recall,
the stamps honored the **dis-
coverers'”: the first peoples,
the Vikings, John Cabot, and
Flenry Hudson. One Hudson
stamp in the lower-right
block in cach sheet had a
pink blob of color that be-

came the darling of col-
lectors. '

This year the issuc is dedi-
cated to the *‘investiga-
tors': . Etienne Brig,
Radisson and des Groseilli-
ers, Joliette and Marguette,
and one showing o mission-
ary preaching to Indians in
the wilderness,

Much has been written
ebout Pierre Esprit Radisson
and his brother-in-law,
Chouart des Groscilliers.
Their dramatized story was
featured in one of the earli-
est Canadian TV serials, in
English and French, during
the late 19505,

———

Radisson was born about
1636, perhaps in Paris. What
is known, is that in 1651 he
was af Trois-Rividres. There
he soon learned about front-
ier life the hard way: He was
carried away by Indions in
1652, escaped, was recap-
tured {and paid a painful
price for his cscape), was
adopted by an Indian family,

escaped apain in 1653, made
his way to Europe, and then
back to Trais-Rividres.

By 1660, he and des
Groscilliers had returned
Quebec from the Lake Su-
pertor arca with a load of
furs. Their reward was to be
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fined for trading without a
licence,

By 1665, they had learned
enough about the interior of

the country to take their

knowledge 1o the British,
which led to the founding of
the Hudson's Bay Co. in
1670.

Less is popularly known
about Eticnne Brolé, an
cartier ecxplorer semt by
Samuel de Champlain in
1610 to live among the
Hurons, !

The reason he was sent is
less known than anything
ebout Brilé: He was given 1o
the Hurons in 1610 in ex-

change for an Indian that
Champlain took back to
France.

It was the beginning of a
grizzly end for Brllé, He
lived with ard like an Indian
for the next five years. He
was captured and tortured in
1616 by the Iroguois, but '
survived to do further explo-
ration around the Great
Lakes until he met his end in
June 1633 near Peneta-
guishene, Ont., where he
was murdered and caten by
his former friends, the
Hurons.
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