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Cold-causes birds
to feed more often

When the mild weather of a fort-
night ago yielded abru o & harsh
winler resurgence, b in thelr
multitudes returned to my backyard
feeders. Over the past two weeks,
more seed has been consumed by the
finch Mocks than al any other two
week perlod durlng the winter. In
part, this is due to cold - the birds
need more food to malntain Lheir
body teruperatures. The amount be-
Ing ealen mow however, slgnifleantly
exceeds that which has o
sumed during similar cold spelis this
winter, despile the fact that bird
munbers have remained relatively
corsiant over the past two montha,

This increased uplake of food n‘lni?'
be a premigratioh responce. Red.
pells will spon leave on a journcy
that may take them os much as Jor 4
thousard kilometres north, lo the
tundra ol Greenland and Canada‘s
arctic. Pine Siskins will head
towards the pine and spruce forests
of boreal Canada - a shorter jound
than that of the Redpoll, but a
strenuous one nonctheless. It may be
that these birds instinctively bolster
lheir fal reserves belore embarking
on their taxing northward migra-
tions.

The frenzy oround my ({eeders,
especially the niger [eeder, has
reached a fever pitch. Finches com-
pete  aggressively for pecches, al
limes ¢ven landing on a companion's
back lo take over a perch. These
finch battles take place almost ex-
clusively within specica, for a
definlte and seemingly immutable

ing order exists within species.
the three small {inches thal [re-
t winter {feeders, (Redpolls,
iskins and Goldflincheds), Goldfin-

They Jial slekly and preeely 1o

1 yle ¥ passively lo
ﬁqpﬁ-m demands of thelr two naor-
therm cousins. Because of this,

Gaoldfinchea have been almost on-
Urely displaced lrom the feeder that

$5,600 damage

A left tum onto & private drive
off of Trafalgar Road caused an
accldent In which o total of $5,500
domage was caused March 8. A
Geargetown woman was  north-

on Trafalgar Road when she
fumed Jeft onto a private drive.
The driver of a car southbound on
Trafalgar Road at 75 to B0
klomelres per hour collided with
lhe car that tumed In front of him,
police sald. The Georgetown
woman wus charged with [ g lo
yield the right-of -way :

dispensen the deairable nif::r seed,
reicgated instead to the black oil

Radpulhfmm th of th

oCoup 8 {o is
mini pecking order. Shl:hl'::u almoat
always give up thelr perch, without
complaint, to the sllghtly larger tun-
dra dwellers. [ had to qualily the last
statement with an *“‘almost",
because 1 did observe enc Instance
perd1 a SR:d r:zfu!:erg to wil Its
to a : e in
this case, huwwpg-], did not pnl;:us the
l=sue.

Definite pecking orders between
bird species have probably evolved
over the milleniums. Birds have
likely found it more profitable [rom
an cnergy conservation standpoint
lo solve their disputes withoul resar-
ting to aggression.

If passivity belween similar
specics is the noarm, it can be just the
reverse  within species. Attempled
perch snatehing by o bird of the
same species froguently resuolis in
vacilerous standoffs. If neither par-
ty backs down, the squabbling hirdy
may  actually make physieal oon-
toct, occasionally lo the point of
grappling in mid-air,

Because of the ficree competition
[or fecder perches | now have some
misgivings about feeding the binds,
Not that the displays of aggpresston
disturb me - but because the en-
vironment that precipitates the ag
gression is not a natural one.

Feeders provide a concentroled-

food resource that Is not really
paralleled in nature. Food sources in
nature are usually far less concen-
traled, meaning that the birds are
more  dispe and less Jlkely o
resort {o aggressive behoviour. Red-
polls taking advantoge of weed
seeds o a fleld for example, tend to
spread out becpuse Lthe food
resource is “‘spread out"’.

The behaviour or birds at feeders,
rmj"gﬁ me j4:;|‘ a National
¢ specinl on chimpanrecs

that aired last year, lﬂa this
documentary, researchers provided
chimps with & concentraled food
source - of bananas. In thls watural
state, chimps eal primarily fruit
that is di . rotighout  this
habitat, Feer.lh:s behaviour is
genernlly peaceful. This peaceful
normn -was altered dramatically by
the introductlon eof the hanana
feeding station. The typically sedale
fmdingf habits dl:-gmﬂlnt;ltd Into an
gy ol nggression, with the more
dominant members of the chimp
m hording the llons share of the
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Garden Gossip

By MADGE WHITFIELD
i Herald Special -
Can you belleve this winter and
early spring 19677 It may be hard 1o
ﬁ#vn but not hard Lo take, EN-

I do get questions in a sort of
‘round-g-bout way and o recent one
pconcerns mildew or powdery mlldew
on roses, begonins, phlox ete. For
garden roses you cam apply a lime
sulphur (dormant) sproy before spr-
lng growth starts to prevent the
rmuldew starting.

Anocther good way i3 lo upse
Benomyl, which is o systemic
fungicide, te control powdery
mildew and black spot througheut
the growing season. As o systemic
control it provides a curative aclion
at the time of treatment and a
residual protective action, being ab-
surbed through the plant tissues {nto
tie sip stream wineh carries ot to alt
paarts nf the plant

It doesn't wash off hut continues
work within the planl protecting it
igainst  future inrouls  of funpus
diseases  Hennmyl can also be psed
on mlechxd howse plants bul showld
b wseed ot hadf strength,

Benomyl can be obiained fram

Baby pygmy
hippo born
at zoo

Metre Toronlo Zoo's continuing
commilment lo conservation efforts
has puirilmﬂﬂ wilth the hil;lhhn! a
PYgmy tomus on February
lﬁlﬁ?’tm PTP'}?F; represents a slgnifi-
cant contribution to the world

population of this raore amd en.
dangeroed sgecim.

“Pai'", the father, was bern at Lthe
Nationa! Zoo in Washington, D.C., on
October 13, 1972, ond came io the
Metro Terento Zoo on July 18, 1973
“Hilda™ was born at the Basel Zoo in
Switzerland on March 13, 1972, and
wrived ot her present home on
S-Er({-mber 6, 1973. This is her fourth
call.

NEWS FLASH!!! Sprin
zoobabies have siorted to arrive Ig
carnest! Abigail the orang-uian
gave birth lo a baby on March éth.
You can wisit Abigall and her

newbarn in  the Indo-Malaya
Pavilion.

HALTON ROMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL BOARD

FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM
REGISTRATION PROGRAM

The Halton Roman Catholic Schoo! Board offers a Middle French
Immersion Program to its English language students entering Grade 5.

Registration is to take place at the designated school parents wish

their child to attend.

Date:
Time:
Location:

-

Saturday, March 28, 1987
9:00a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Holy Cross School

222 Maple Avenue
Georgetown

For further information, please contact;

Michel S. Lecavalier
Program Consuitant
632-6300

W.C. Hawken, Q.C.
Chairman

C.G. Byrnes

Director of Education

Dominlon Seed House or most places
that carry garden supplles. i

Have wvou noticed how rnur hirise
plants ve ed ur. Now is
definitely the Ume to dlvide, re-pot
or satart allps. M vyou've had
geranlums Indoors all winter they
are probably either becoming huge
or | . Slips or cuttings taken af
this time will glve you new
geraniums for outdoor planting. Cul
actively growing - non-flowering
slemns three to four inches long just
below a node. remave Lhe fowest
eaves, dip the stem in rooting hor-
mone and plant In a mixture of sand,
peal moss ond  vermiculite or
porlite.

This methed can be used 1o star
cuttings {rom begonins, coleus, ivy,
hoya and impatiens, It is o good idea
i pul o clear plastic bag over your
new  plantings o, encourage  and
sped Up the rooting, IF plastic bags
are ustil the plants will have to be
hardened off alter they hive become
established. Good pardening:

Semd  any  question  andfor  com-
ments lo Garden Gossip, /o The
Iterald, Georgelown, Ont

=—{'ourtesy the Gicorgetown and
Disirict Horticultural Soclety

on Litestyle

Concert to
‘Just help
somebody’

For the t several months a
group of local Brampton
songwriters, musiclans, and singers
have been combining their talents to
gudu an all ociginal record album

ralee  money for the Peel
Memorial Hospita) Foundation.

The album named after its title
song Just To Help Somebody wil be
released at o concert glven by all the
participating musicinns and singers
ot the Lester B, Pearson Theatre on
Maorch 28, 1987, at8p.m.

Net E;ocuds from the coneert and
from the sales of the record album
($10) will go to the Peel Memorial
Hospital fer new equipmen!. Tickets
are 5 for adults and $3 for seniors
and students, and are available from
the {heatre box office, 150 Central
Park Drive, Monday to Friday 8:30
am. lo Y p.m., Saturday 10 2.m. to 6
p.m., or by phane at 793-4500,

Hecording artisis include the Peel
Hegional Police County Line Bund,
Helen Kameka, Sharon Leigh, Lloyd
Wiseman, Bill Cruise, Mike
Haldasio, Chuck Dempsey, Dave
Connley and Shaun McGuire,

]-‘ﬂr further information contact
Michael Boldwin ot Peel Memorinl
;ﬁpilnl Foundation, 451-17i0, exi.
[} 5

RENOVATION

-SPECIAL

“WALTEC LOW PROALE”

Toilet with seat, oval basin,

Econo bath

with tub en-

closure. All for one low price.

* Faucels Extra

WELL
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7 PLUMBING SUPPLIES LHSTED

PLUMBING SHOWROOM

ACRYLIC BATH
& SHOWER UMITS

WHIRLPOOLS
PEDESTALS

VANITIES &

SPAS MEDICINE CADINETS

11 ARMSTRONG AVE.
GEORGETOWN

877-2293

453-8911




