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CQutlook on Lifest

Family provides home
for over 28 children

The Halten Children's Ald Society
i9 looking forward to new direclions
in fostering, Couples and familics
are providing homes for children for
just a year as fostering moy be a

ri-term commitment or g career
experience. The (ollowing interview
with these Halton foster parents
reflects the rewards of influencing a
child's life. To become a foster
arent  In Burlinglon, (akviile,
lilton or Halton Hills, BCroehing
and training is invelved and o per
diem rote paid, For more informa.
tion, please call Foster Care,
BH-0211 or #78- 2375,

The Schmuck hnu;ehn[d his seen

over 28 children pass through their
doars. That s no! to say that all the
children have been  theip UWI.
Rather Althea and Peter Schmuck nf
Dakville are involved with foster
parenting.

While many parents may sirgnle
with their own [ew children,  the
Schmucks  have provided a2 tem.
porary home for at least 25 children,
not including three of their own. For
the past 19 years they have oifered o
foster home o newbomn babivs and
adolescents alike,

“I was  alwpys
children,”  said  Mrs. Sthmuck,
former secretary. It s quile 5
challenge. But you still hate parling
with them '

Peter Sehmuck, a Goodyear
employee, and Althea Schmuck. who
ret n:'{i obout a year ago, have three
of their own children 1two ape mak-
nied), yel were nal approehensive
about becoming invelved with the
loster parent  program. Currently
their home is  shared  with twis
female  foster children and their
youngest san.

Though they provide only o tem-
porary home for varving time, Mes
Schmuck noted  they  sometimes
keep in touch with former lesler
children.

“One girl In particutar is fike my
own davghter. She is 27 years old
and | had her for seven vears, from
the oge of 12 1o 19. Her child is lie
my own grandchild.”

Mrs. Schmuck., whose other in-
leresis are visiting senior citizens
and the women minisiries nt her
chureh, commented that some
children “have special needs, but Mor
the most part we treat them like our
own kids.*

The Schmucks believe the

ualitics that make a compelent
oster parent include undetstanding,
flexibillty, firmness and the ability
tolisten clasely.

“¥ou have to be flexible beeause
cach one has a different pnrmnutlzl',-
and you have lo study the person,
sald Mra, Schmuck. “Put yourse!l in
the child’s place . and alwoys be
avallable lolisten, '’

She also noted the importance for
a foster parent to admit  their
mistakes and *‘to npu]?izn to the
child. This is what they'd want from
their own parents.™

Their home is ane that does not re-
Iy heavily on rules and regulations.
Rather t Rive consideralien to a
foster chlld's rights and cxpect the
same from anyone who enters,

“Before a child comes inte our
home 1 usually tell them that all |
want |3 consideratlion for us and
we'll have consideration for them,
It's o twoway street.™

The decision to become hntgr

rents required v little ad-
ﬁtmmu In their ﬁm and the
cvery day
the child, sheaaid.

“Somelmes U our persannlities
clashed, It was wvery difficull.
awkward, Thon we just tried harder
You just have to find out what their
interests nre and then take on equal
interest inje."

“You have to
through barriers.™

One foster child has been with the
family for three months. The other
has gecn with the Schmucks for
three years and stated that her pd-
justments have been to "gel used Lo
living with new people, 1 have to ad-
1|1.|sl to new surroundings. s just
lke living In & regular home though
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same wrong weas and

adjustments’ Hepend on -

and i's the same sort of ad-
justments,*

Though Mrs. Schmuck knows the
joys and rewards of foster parcn-
ting. she dows know the disappoini-
ment of a failed relationship with a
faster child

Cyou feel puilty when it docsncl
work. Your osk voursell if you tried
hard cnough. It's hard when they re
angey at the world and they want to
lake their anger out an vear, They
feel you owe them smething.”

She believes a lToster chbld has 10
do his or her part also However,
despite 2 foster  parent's  efforts
somerimes g child  won'tl  com.
st rs

“Hut you can't take it se PR ) -
v adviees  Mry Selimpek A
loster parent s alresiciy KOmE minre
than halfway -

A foster parent is nol alone 1 the
Sinalng The  Ageacy warker
assipned  lo the case by e
Chitldren's And Society avanlatle
far the fammily

Mrs  Selumuck  comsnentid  (hat
the social warker “uyl) ve moral
suppart when we needd 1 Give -
mens anad will by very supportve

CHoused te be diiferent Theee was
A soecial worker wath eacly new chuld
Now there s andy ene socinl worker
with  our  Lendy That i imuch
micer

I's importam (or prople 1o realize
e challenge of (nster parenbing and
to be prepared. However, 11's eoqual-
ly importan! to cemember e necds
of & child about 1o enter 3 fnster
home,

“1's  important  for lhem
ehildreny 1o know the truth byl
foster homes. They iy have the
wrang  ideas  and tusconcepl ions
Then they just don'l want 1o COMe 1n-
toone.”” Mrs. Schmuek said.

The Schinucks' foster child recall-
d the hirst time she entered o fuster
home. T was so seared and | criedd |
just didn’t want to come. | had come
fram & bad situalion as it was and |
had heard se many  had things
tabout a foster homer.

“1 con now see how sfupitl 1t was 1o
think that, bul then when other kids
in the shelters 1and Kroup homes)
are fetling vouw this, it pels really
scarey. | odon’t think they do it
deliberately. [ think they Lave the
they just pass
on what they've heard. [t's like o
viclous circle.”™

Misconceptions point to the nepd
for education for bolh new foster
parents as well as those children
abou! 1o become members of o
foster home.

The Schmucks' two foster
children, in rrsponse to this need,
will soon be involved in talklng with
other children in proup homes abay
foster hames. Their hope Is to shat.
ter the misconceptions. “'Some kids
are going to come with a negative at.
titude towards the foster parents.”
sdid Mrs, Schmuck, "“It's imporiam
for new parents to realize this,"

Mrs. Schmuoeck concluded

they cun come and feel safe.”

that,
“This foster home is a home where

We're recycling leaders

In an unprecedented move, the
soft drink industry and its supplicrs
have joined together to make
Ontario the world teader in multi-
material recycling,

Ontaric Multi-Materiul Recyel-
ing Inc. (OMMRI), un industry
supporied  organization, has an-
nosnced that it will spend 520
million over the next four yeurs o
put in place a provingial network to
recycle plass, metal, NCWSPAPCTS
and plastic bottles in rugy ang
urban commiunities,

“In close cooperation with the
Ministry of Environment, its our
el trdeselop u reeyeling network
acrass the province which will give
all citirens an opportunily 1¢ re-
cyele. A the same time irewill
provide a micans of reducing the
amount of wiste going into Jand-
l,™ said Robert Flemington, Pre-
sident of OMMRI,

Onarie Envitonment Minister
hm Bradley is enthusiastic about
the soft drink industry’s FESPONSe 1o
his ministry's regulations, desipned
loincrease the amount of soft drink
container matcrials being recyeled
etk the provinee.,

"I commend the soft drink in-
dustry [or making this imporant
commitment to meeting their en-

a

Jim Bradley, Oatario's Minister of
Environment, demonstrates the new
household recycling box which will
be used In  communiiies across
Canads (o collect glass, melal,
plastlc and newspapers,
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vironmental obligations,”
said,

Under the new industry program,
peapie will be encouraged 10 yse
speciol household recyeling boxes
for all glass or metal food and
beverage comtainers, newspapers
and plastic solt drink bottles. Re-
cycling program operators will then
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Bradiey on a regular garbage day,

specially designed programs™.

by Peter Moss

Las) Minute Packing

As Friday marks the start of March Break time I thought 1 would
provide you with a last minute check Jist for your equipment.
Main Equipment:

One or both camera main bodies,

Wide angle-telephote and/er zoom lens,

ble release,

Motor drive (if you have one).

Skylight filters for each lens,

Electronic flash unit.

Synch.-cord for flash unit,

Extra batteries for AlLequipment.

Film supplies (take Iots of extra film )

A film shield bag for your ficld. {This is a commercially made
lead foil bag to prevent fogging of tilm by x-raya). N your do not
have a bag or cannol obtain one, simply tell the security staif at the
Lirport 1o visually inspect the bag They wsually will at almost all
sirporis.

A blower brush.

Lens cleaning kit.

A folding minl-tripod.
Optlonal Equipment

Although you have filled
might be a touch of space
items,

I. I you are going to be arcund sand or snow, toke your polarizing
lilter, it can save your day, . £

2. Your {ull size tripod il youcan manage it. ;

3. A cross sereen filter for EFFECTIVE STAR HIGHLIGHTS on
Your scenes or subject,

4. Your plastic bags for sheating inand around surf or sand.

5. Lens hoods for your lenses,

6. A 2x tele-converter to help pull in these lon £ shols,

7. Close-up filters for dynamic flower shots.

MNow. thot should abouyt complete the well equipped photographer
for your one or lwo week trip. If you take any more Bear yol wil]
probably be averloaded and will therelore be less llkely to go out
and Lake pletures! 3

ember, il you have a camera technical problem, please try
o find & camera slore rother than altempting to solve the problem
yourself. If you cannot gbtain the assistanee of o good camern shop,
remember ?lr.-.l and foremost Lo REMOVE your film from the
camera before lryln}z to make any minor mechanical problems. If
the damage or problem |s majar in scope, bring the camera back
hemne to have major repairs done,

love a safe holiday, get lots of greal piciures, see you next week,

PETER G. MOSS PHOTOGRAPHY

your gadget bag by now, there still
left where you can add a few optional
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SPANISH
RICE

* 3 slices bacon, diced
*3 slices onlon, diced
*3 cups cooked rice
*1 Isp. salt

* 14 1sp, pepper

=2 cups iomaloes
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WILD RICE

; ; “Chie! Stoneman”’
Cock bacon and onion until

brown. Add rice, sall. pepper
and tomatoes. Mix thoroughty.
Place in an oiled baking dish,
cover with butlered crumbs
and bake at 375° for 30
minutes. Serves 8.
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pick up these materials ot the curb

For areas where a curbside pro-
gram is impractical, Flemington
said OMMER! will “work to ensure
that those residents will elso have
an opportunily to recycle through
centralized dropoff depots and
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