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Loblaws
electronic
coupons
faster

Altheugh  cenls-ofl  eoupons  show
increasing popularity with Canpadian
consumers, many  shoppers  seldom
use coupans becouse of The time e
quired tn  search  throuwgh
houscholder mailings or newspaper
mserts for offers that correspaiul o
their speeilic needs. :

Customers al 10 Meirs Toronto
area Laoblaws stores, however, will
be able to eliminate the Uresome
search  for coupons  and,  astead,
benetilt  from o new  clectronic
couponring sysiem,

Lablaws  and  Cataling Coupon
Systems Ine, which holds the Cana-
dian rights to the coupon salution
system,  have alecady  begun -
staltation of the cguipment o 10
selected stores. The launch in May
will mark the entry of cleetronic,
scapner-driven  couponing  to
Canada.

According to David Siewart,
President of Laoblaws Supermarkets
Limited, the system is designed lo
generale coupons in response to con-
sumer preferences,

“The system scans . each
mstnmt-r‘su!;urchascs as they're be-
Ing checked-out by the cashier. It
then prints coupons that are ‘trig
ﬁmﬂ by the itcms being purchas-

The system can be programmed to
issue cents-off coupons for products
in the same category, ar for an [lem
in a related ealegory. For instance,
a  cusfomer who buys disposable
diapers might receive a coupon for
bhaby powder,

“*The cancept is to provide
customers wilth coupons for things
they nermally buy, without them
kaving lo scarch through reams of
paper to lind the right coupons,” Mr
Stewart expluined.

Based on conswiner response in
various regions in the United States
where lhe sysiem is in use, Metro
Torontn residenis who  receive
coupons  at  Loblaws  should  he
“delighted™ with this new approach,
according 1o Bran Cahill, President
of Catalina Coupon Systems

“Fewer and Tewer people fre will-
ing lo spend the time o search out
and clip enupons. Coupon solution
tuis beoen designed o lackle  the
realitics of today's shopping.”™ Alr,
Cahill said.

Following the May  lavnch  in
Toronmio, Loblaws intents 1o install
the electronic coupon syvstem chain-
witde over o period of several pum-
Lhs,

Behavior talk

North Halten Parenls Suppaort
Group is sponsoring Debavior Con
sullant Ms. Joki Martin who will
speak obout behavior  manage-
ment in childeen. The date s
March 24 ot 7230 pm at EC
Drury Junior Schoa! in Milton,
dorm 2 (YMUA nursery schooll
Everyone is welceme. For more in-
formation coli B53- 212

Spring fitness

The Acton YMCA |5 meeting
your [ltness needs by offering mor-
ning and a new evenlng fitness
ass this Spring. Momning clazses
are twice per week from 9 - 10 a.m.
with weekly “‘weigh-ins"' far those
u':,rin? to ehed those extra pounds.
Evening filness classes begln the
week of March 30 every Tuesday
and Thursday (rom 8 -

8 pam.
Phone 353-1070.
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Wilson may sugér coat bitter tax reform pill

Tax reform is regarded as a bilter
pill by many [Tunﬂﬁiﬂrr.ﬁ.

In general or abstract terms, they
may agree thal our tax “system"” is
an incomprehensible patchwork —
but in particular, they fear that re-
form might [force them to pay more
and to sacrifice certain “‘tax pre-
fences.™

S0 Finance Minister Michael Wil
son, as long ago as last Oclober, ap.
plied a sugar coating to the pill:

“By reducing the number of tax
breaks that benefit only a few, by in-
suring that profitable corporations
pay their fair share, and by relying
maore on corporate and sales tax re-
venues, we will be able to cul present
income-lax rates.”

That statement embaodies two
time-tested slogans with broad ap-
peal: “Soak the rich™ and “'soak the
corporations.”

In the current fiscal year, which
ends March 31, corporate income
taxes will account for about 13 per
cent of federal government revenues,
compared wilh 43 per cent from per.
sonal income taxes,

After reform, that gap will be nar-
rowed, ifij}p&urnnces can deceive,
however. You may find that any sav-
ing 1n your personal income Lax will
be offset by the tax-induced in-
creases in the cost of all the goods and

- Services you buy.)

“The average Canadian will no lon-
ger haveto pick up atabfor profitable
cempanies which do ol pay their fair
share,”” Wilson has said.

To broaden the base of corporate
taxalion, says Lhe charlered-ac.
countaney firm of Thome Ernst and
Whinney, the Finance Department
may reduce or eliminate today's ac-
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celerated write-offs of manufaclur-
ing and processing assels.
Capital-cost allowances may be
broughl more closely into line with
actual depreciation of those and other
classes of capital assets, and natural-
resource companies may find their
depletion allowances trimmed back.

Other possibilities include tighter
resirictions on the transfer ol losses
from one company 1o another, and the
taxation of dividends paid by one
company to another when the firm
makes a profit but pays liltle or no
tax.

And it is also expected Lhal Wilson,
borrowing a leaf from Lthe Americans’
book, might introduce a minimum
lax on corporale income above a
certain level — analogous 1o the Al-
ternative Minimum Tax on individual
Canadians.

Inallthe s ation about the spe-
eifics of the forthcoming tax-reform
Fa-::kage. there are lwo important po-

itical realities:

One i= that it will be designed W
bring in more revenues, notwiths-
tanding Wilson's commitment that it
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will be “'neutral inthat respect. That
is pot necessarily a bad thing, given
the garpantuan size of the govern-
ment's annual deficits (running at
$29.3 billion in the coming year) and
of the accumulaled publc debt (ab-
oul $266 billion).

The other reality is that crities will
try to lear the reform package to
pieces, repardless of whatever its
actual merits or faults may be.

The hostite reaction of Liberals and
NDF te Wilson's innocuous budget of
Feb. 19, and the anguished bleats in
respaonse lo its minuscule tax in-
creases, prove that the subject of Lax.

87 ACCUHD, 4 dr., aulo, loaded

ation cannot be discussed dispassion-
alely — that would break the rules of
the political game.

That was demonstrated in the late
19605, when Lhe Carter Commission
proposed a comprehensive, inte-
graled reform ol the tax sysiem.
Eventually thal was watered down to
a lew barely recognizable changes in
the 1971 amendments (o the Income
Tax Act.

Let’s hope that this time, two de-
cades after Carter, we can find
agreement on the genuine reform
that our tax structure so badly needs.
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PRICE BUSTER SALE

LOW COST LEASE S8PECIAL

GEORGETOWN HONDA

203 Guelph Si. (Hwy. 7) Georgetown

873-1818

Realtor
360 Gueiph St.

CALL ANNE & AB GENOE

BUS: 877-5211

RES: 853-1505

TCLL FREE PAGER — 1-553-6010

It's all here |

$159,900
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175 Poplar-$109,300
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SOLD BEFORE PRESS TIME
PLANNING TO SELL? WANT ACTION & RESULTS? CALL ANNE & AB GENOE

kevfaw beauty

7120 $145,000 7128
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Great Bovis buy

$149,900

Affordable country

$155,000

Suburban Realty Inc.

846-0913

A 20 Division §1.-$159,900 7071
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Dldr & better

Townhouse special

$93,900

GO WITH EXPERIENCE, DEPENDABILITY, AND PROFESSIONALISM. CALL
AND “ASK FOR" ANNE OR AB GENOE YOUR ACTON & HALTON HILLS REPRESENTIVES
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