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By-election results
not just PM’s worry

Ottawa

By Stewart MacLeod

Ever since Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney =wnnounced Lhat three
hﬂuﬂhrll&:umd hle held on -Lliﬁdm
- as Jong as he -
.}mt a{awt all the attention has been
ocused on Tory chances in the Lhree
ﬂw} . .

th the opinlon poils placing the
Conservatives at an historic low,
usl two years alter they won the
iggest majority in Cansdian
history, It's perhaps understandable
that we have a compelting interest |n
their fortunes.

But the resulls of the July 20 votes
are rather im t to the two
other partles, fact, It could be
arguad (he byelections are far more
critical to the Liberals and New
Democrata than
Conservatives.

* Of course, anything can happen in
the five months before Lthe byelec-
tions are held In S1. John's East,
Hamillon Mountain and the Yukon;
in that period it's probable Tory
polularity will rise. It would be
unheard of for & governing party to
continue wallowing around 22 'ﬁr
cent in the opinion polls for t
lengthof time.

NONE BAFE -

In the opinion of assorted party of-
ficials in Ottaws, all of the seals are
up for grabs, even St. John's East,
which was won in 1984 by Conser-
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Dear Bir:

Bard succeeda,

Is more intelllgible

In English, In rebuital,

Than as haliowed-isle dinlectician,

Bard bandies names,
CUreates a eritical wasp menage,
A parochial Hllerary who's who.

Nard is erudite,
1its forie esodericlam.
Fachews the mundane,

Hard reels ofl pames, personages
L=y ir il

With elan, authority, presumpllon,
[tesorts to familiarity for
self-adulation, giatfleation.

i bard
langunge,
Is wonl (o employ nonce words,
colnages,
Baslardizea some
highland dialect,
Tries tofo'1t il onto olhers,
e shall be duly ceraured,

Acton’s quasi bard,
Enamored of, exuding
Culiure, geniility, Egocentriclty,

Can be secn o3 noslalgic pligrim,
Donnlng iweeds, Mclntosh, Tam-o'-
chanler,

Treading desolale moorn,
highinods, medieval burgs,
Secking spparitions of yore,
The Incomparable bard,

A brooding dispirited Healhclitre,
Celebruted Centerbury Tales,

iakea libertles with

poor delenselesa

rugged

to the governing.

JOE HURST

vitive James McGrath with a
margin of no less than 25980 voles.

Since then, the-"polular Mr.
McGrath has become the New-
foundland's lledienanl-governor, the
popularily of the Mulroney govern-
ment hgr ped nearly 30 percen-
tage pdints, and the NDP has made
impressive Inroads, provincially, In
that area.

And the way people are talkin
around Ottawa these days, it wmﬂg
be almost an upset if the Conser.
vatlves were (0 win the rding. Im-
agine winning a seat by 25000 voles
and then two years later considering
Ltﬁlgtenﬂm an upset. It boggles the

But that's the type of thinking
which is putting s0 much pressure on
the iwo oppositlon partles. Il's
something called Great Expecta-
tions. And the Conservatives, nc-
cording to all the polls, don't have
m&ny.

But the Liberals and New
Democrats certainly do. The polla
put the Libernls far oul in front al
per cent, and the NDP 10 points
ahesd of the Tories at 22 per cent.
And while these standings suggest
the Grits should have, by [ar, the

t ex atlons, other polis
place NDP
aunique situation,

He s, nagain by far, the most
polular leader In Lhe country.

OFPOSITION FIGHT

Ever since the Liberals emergad
fromi the 1984 election with 40 seats,
ard the NDP caplured 30, there has
been 8n  ongoing ntruqﬁle to
establish which party is the "real op-

position."

The .fll.l.'lga byelections will um-
doubtedly be the most crucial con-
frontation in this respect. And, as
things stand, the NDP seems to en-
]o;;hmme advanltoges.

e Hamilton Mountain sent was
wan by the NDP in 1984 and although
an oulslder, former Ditaws mayor
Marion Dewar seems to be n popular
candidate. You can bel your mor-
igage thal Mr. Broadbent will find
many reasond lo visit the grea bet-
ween now and July 20.

While Erik Niclson was a {ixture
in the Yukon for as long as most of us
remember, the former Tory MP
didn't always have on easy time.
There were several occasions, in-
diﬂl}ng M election, when he

Y n.

Should disasler sirike Lhe Tories
and all three byelections were [ost,
oot -tha! much would change [or the
party. Glven the polls, and the fact
that governing parties don™t usually
do well in byelections, life would
contlnue for Brien Mulroney.

But should they pull off major
upnets and do better than expected,
imagine the effect on the Liberals
and New Democrats. It would
almost certalnly revive questions
about’ Mr. Turner's leadership. And
the spectacular galng now being
recceded by the NDP would pro-
bably be reclassified as another
aberration,

The Liberals wili go'through the,

same -agoniés - should the NDP
emerge as the big winner. And If the
Grits moke the gains, the long-lerm
arectibility of the NDP's popularity
will still be called Into question.

“The only apparent way to awoid!
somie form of political pa

ader Ed Broadbent in

would be
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ONEY THAT WHKH THREKTENS
SOUTH AFRICA'S PEACE AND

SECURITY IS CENSORED!...
HEY, WHAT TH.21/e
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Nursing home reform
nursing home politics

Queen’s

By [}erek Nelson

There is nursing heme reform,
There is also nursing home politics.

Whal we're getting from the (n-
tario Health Ministry 15 o lot of the
politics and very little reform.

The big news recently was the pro.
vinee selzing the Counlry Place nur
sing hame from the owner, John
“edyna.

The conditions in 0 were, e
cording to the ministry. “appall-
ing"".

That led a Press Gallery colleague
here, Lorrie Goldstein, 1o recall the
1983 ministry grab of the Ark Eden
home, alsn for supposed “appothng”
vonditlons - charges thal were never
substantinied,

In foct, the Ark FEden operator
finally went to court opd gol his
licence hack.

Fedyna cloims (he seizure  of
Country Place is no more valid, He
suggests the New Democratic pariy
and some of his Canadion Union of
Public Employees’ staff are oul to
make an example of hiro.

And that's true, .

Back in 1884 the NDP puplicly
savaged Country Place in o pross
release thal a lubor arcbitrator Iater
labeliod  “‘defamatory™. - Goldstein

righlly suggests we teserve  judge-
ment on the valldjty -of the ilafesti .
selzure, L

.-There is more than a litfle suspi.
cien thot- il is pure polltics, with

for each parly to win one seal. It ‘Health Minister ‘Murray’ Elston try-

weddom turns out this way.

ing {0 make Lhe goverument lock

tough.

Not that Country Place is the only
political game being played at the
momaent. &

Last December, Elston introdueced
socalled Grey Power legislotion
that included o *“blll of rights™ for
nursing homes patients. Fer i
stance, residents would gain as
“rights” such things as privacy as
information. And they'll get counclls
and commitiecs citablished  that
would keep an eve on the homes for
the ministry.

To put it another way, residents in
nursing homes will legally acquire
ihe right to snitch ond scoop on the
places

At the same time, the ministry will
olso gel greater powers with heavier
polentinl penalties.

It is as though oursing home
operalors  are cotegorized as
suspicious characters whose every
moment has to be serutinized or
they ™t be derelict in their duty.

In essence, one mighi r:nf! the op-
proach punitive. But then, bashing
rofit-making nursing home owners
or being rotien o their clients has
dlways been gnod politics.

M course, the trouble with such on
attilude Is that il docun't really deal
with the main issue. And that is,
whal & nursing home (s supposed to
do and be.

For example, o decade ago the
average age of n nursing hame resl
den! was 71, Today, it is 85
' The common type of infirmity, at
ape 86 tends to be much different

Lthom it would be 10 years earlier,

Increasingly, nursing homes
where patlents supposedly require
only 1-1% hours = isory care o
day - are filling in for chronic: care
hospltals.

Letters

Universal day
care not
the answer

DearSir: -
Many people In Canada are cen-
oened about the care of children

ts are working out-

paren

side the home. The Katia Cooke com-
mission on day care has

that the government set up unlversal
day care, 5o that all women would
have access to free governmenl.-rym
day care jnslitutlons at all times.
This would mean free day care for
everyone - for lawyers and doctors
as well as low-income women. The
government {8 now comsidering this
zﬂm and other submissions "and

soon make a decision.

Chlld care for mothers who fee]

' must have a paycheck lo make

moel is & problem that must be

fnoed, but iz universal day care the
answer? We think not.

As & who believe in equal
rights for women, but not at the ex-
pense of other human rights, we feel
that the government should consider
the needs of children s well 23 the
needs of women, whether working In
the home or in pald employment.

Love is a child's birthrdght.
Modern psychology as well as tradl-
tional emnphasizes the |m-
portance to the small child of the
ts - especially the mother. The
that takes ce  belwoen
the child and ths mo and lather
is of great Im for its emo-
Honal securily and mental heatth,
The child needs & great deal of
lender, loving care to be healthy and
EEEL Some children have even

from lack of cuddling. Day care

imstitutions can never equal good
home care in this respect, eoven
though they may sometimes be
nocessary, il the family is In
distress, [n case famlliea peed da
care, we should see that it Is provid-
ed by people who really lave
d‘illlﬂrm and will look after them
well,

However universa! day core is
neilher necessary nor desirable, and
would impose an  enormous  fax
burden on everyone, This, like other
taxes, would !liueu{! the middle in-
cone famlly. il {8 estimated (hat
this pmugmm would cost at least §il
billion dollars per yesr - our whale
natlonal deficit in three years.

if such a heavy tax load were add-
ed o the burden that we siready
carty. moal famllies wouwld need lwo
incomes just lo put bread on the
table, and most mothers would be
therefore forced inlo the job market,
as has happened In Swoden.

Our organizallon has made some
posals to the government to hel
amiiles who are in need of help with
caring for their children. These are

ns follows:

Famllies should get the benefit of
any money spent on day care. Only
needy families should be subaldized -
lhese should receive the money

. directly, so that they coud then

chooss the Ly
wiftable, w
elsewhere,
Higher child tax credits,

of da
er In L

cam most
home or

and

higher credits for spouses caring for

children at home.

+ Yours alocerely
Lynn Scime, Preal dﬁ_ﬂ’;

o T il s T e Do - -




