Page 2 - HALTON HILLS OUTLOOR, Friday, March 13, 1387

_."_,.'.- .

A CUT ABOVE-The apple or-

chardn of Al Ferrd were under in-
vasion last Wednesday by Kroups

g 5 .'-"- 3 . ) tﬂ-

of sckentlsts and orchard owners
on 4 day-long fleld Irip to wilnesy

some hands-on prunine, The -

.--.|| j.. x :_ - A ."". i
: e n ol - . ¢
T
lourage of threr busloads togred
the Ferrl Tarm on  the  Fifth

Slderoad  (Herltage oad) wear
Mutianville,

Spring meeting with a beaver

Backyard

Naturalist;
T

By DONSCALLEN
Ilerald Special

Homo gapiens was not (he anly
mammalian specics enfoying last
weekend's  exquisite warmth and
sunshine. On the banks of the Credit
River a family group of flve plump
beaver whiled away Saturday after-
ﬂ aliernately feeding, greooming

these obviously
contented creatures on the last leg of
® walk along the Credit Valley fool-
path. As notoriously short-sighted

groups con-

i of a mated pair, yearlings and,

mid to late . Dew-born

“kits"". Two-year-old olfspring leave

the kfamily group to fend for
themnselves).

The three young beaver were far
more active than thelr parenta, One
of them hauled {tsell out on the sun.
ny bank, and as a would, shaok
the water fram-its body. Then it set-
ted down and undertook a

meticulous grooming operation. {t
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sot back and witn a dexirous iront
paw, moved its broad fat tail fop-
ward, in front of its body In this
position the beaver began rubbing
ian area ol the base aof its tajl -
i:rc':'.urnﬂhly an cil gland. After col-
ecting the gland socretion, the
beaver used its front paws tg spread
It over its bady, evoking an image of
A persan in a shower stall. Afier
grooming itsel! the young beaver
ribbledk some gross shoots by. the
water's edge and then slid back in

Beaver are common denizens of
the Credit Valley walershed. On a
recent canoe trip Irom the Forks of
the Credit to Huttonyllle, trees felled

VEr were very much in
evidence, all along the 3
Emmm of beaver in the watershed

also Indicated by their amazing

construction
. and

e beaver's active
ilfestyle, make the
redatively easy snlmal to |
obeerve,

They a in mid to late afi
noon I.m dctive through
evening and into the night. When
fird a pond or a stretch of
where beaver have been at work, the
mos!  effectlve way of o
them s to simply sit and wait. O
it BBn’t long beforo one swims by, on
lts way to an aspen or poplar dinner.

y Map

the surface of the water,

a signal that teils other beaver to
beware,

on: Last week a mugrint
¥y described er Tory
Peterson's description of a Cedar
Waxwing call as a “high lisp or
yell.*” 1 assured that you wil)
never be acosted by a Mock of “yvell-
ing" Wuw In the outdoors. “The
IE'E 1 d ik
or Teep”’
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Compare
Allstate for

auto value.

YouT ke Allstaies fanr pnces,
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hands™ claim serviee
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You're in good hands.
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116 Guelph Street
Georgetown
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Preppies coming to AH

Acton High School students and
stall are preparing for o musicai
production of Prnﬂxlm. a comedy
about life in topsiders, 1o be -
formed during the first week of
May,

David Taylor's play, first -
formed in New York in 1983, has
never been produced by a  high
school company, co-director Susie
Beber sald. She odded it is g
demanding play - with up to 30
adult and stpdent cast members.

Although the production is stil] in
its Infancy, students and crew are
rehearsing for up o six hours por
week. Lisa Sonsom. o student, jy
chorcographing o gala tap danee
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