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By CHRIS CARLISLE

Things aren't always what they
seem. Sometlmes they aren't even
close,

Take the television preacher who
clalms (o have talked with God. I
the preacher doesn’t ralse sg many
million by March, God'll call him
home,

Where is home? A conds in Miami
Beach? Hawall?

Home is where the beart is. [t's
where you hang your hat,

So |!Iu$t where {8 this guy going in
Mareh?

He led his viewers to belleve
he'll die. [ doubl very much that he
will. But what great televiston it
could make.

There he is nttached to the heart
menitors. He has gone into a coma.
The monitor out his slow,
mexndering heartbeal, We see the
little green or blue blips on the
sereen  beside his bedside in the
aludle. Fighting il the end, he is.
Mhey -ptay his old impassioned
peeches begging for dollars (o save
tis life while the blips and bleeps
Jlow down,

But the deollare just don't come In
nd the ing stops. Silence on the
«reen while a million heartbheats
wross the continent speed up. He's
iead, But wailt, thirty secands later,
e, blips start up again, They gel
‘wler and  faster. Yes, it's a
aneacle!

He's nol only been home, he's [eft
. He has been sparcd for another
nonth. Une more month ta try to
-vach the magic figure,

Maybe a5 he lies there in his
coma™, the calls will pour in and in-
wtead of weakenlng, the heart will
speed up lster and foster, untit, in a
frenzy, he awnkens 1o thank the
world for saving his life,

A friend watched o religious show,
-the minister pleading for funds to
save the earthquake victims in some
far off ploce like Peru. The viewer
searched his mind for recollection of
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thal particular earthquake in which
thowsands were to have perished, He
asked oround, checked files. Found
no record of an earthquake.

While leads me to'a very deceptive
ml:mt?f-mﬂlting scheme - or is that
scam? - we folks in this Jand of lakes
could easily begin. Cuir motto: Bleed
the World.,

As the cameras ol
scures of tiny fish-but villages on the
bay, the sod voice begins,

"These people had homes. Jobs.
Coltages. Retirement homes. Bul
the levels of the lake rose, fooding
those homes. Then winter came.
Froze the walers,

"These poor homeless people are
forced to live on the ice in tiny four
by six-foot shacks. Some are withoyt
heat. All are without food and water
syslemse, They are forced to flsh for
food through a hote chopped in the
lce. They can’t even offord
fishing rods, but must fish wilh these
crude litile ﬁﬁ:' reeling in their
calch hand over hand.

“There Is no tap water. They get

- their drinking waler from the holes

or these little brown botlies from the
mainland. Contaminated, the bubbly
amber liquid makes many ilt and in-
coherent,

“There are nn sewers. How
sewage enters their waler supply
through another hole in the ice out
back. They-brave blizzards and Are-
tic lemperatures to take eare of
thelr personal needs.

“These brave, strupgling Cana-
dians have no elecinicity and after
dark they rely on the lights from
flashlights donated by us. They are
without baoks, schools or churches.

“We want to send them Hibles for
hope on those long, dack Canadian
nights. We want to build thetn n
church. Using the most modern far-
ming methods, we want {o teach
them to grow their own fruits arl
vogelables in the snow,

"Help us to help these wvalinnt
Canadians in their struggle, Send
your money to: Bleed the World, ..

Don't get me wrong. There are
man? legitimate charities and
religious  orgonlzetions out  there.
Thank Heaven and whoever for that,

But they aren't all what they
seem. The miracle of television can
confuse at -limes. When in doubi;
Lhink of the gregt Canadian sporl,
ice fishing. And ask questions.
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Shoe’s uncomfortably
on the other party

Ottawa
Report

BBy Stewart Macleod

I ¢an’t recall many of the oxact
wortls that Conservative MPs usexd
to throw ot the Trdeau povermmoent
when there appearsd 1o be on un-
necessary delay In calling byelee-
tions,

Hut it was usually rather strong
stalf. “Alroid to foce the people®,
was one of the more eommon oe-
cusations. "Cowards™, woas snother
30 was “anti-democratic'.

The overonding  orgument was
that, after a seat has been vocaked,
the governmenl had an oldigation to
act swiftly to ensure the riding was
nol  deprived of representation
longer than necessary,

And lhere were  necasiona when
the Tory cutrage scemed singularly
Appropriate. Once was in 1978 when
then-prime minister Plerre Trudeay
wolted as long as possible before
colling no less than 15 hyelections on
oneday,

The resulls indicated why he
walled, The Liberals won only (wo of
those 15 byelections, wilh the Tories
taking 10.

GTHEHR FOOT

But now the shoe s, obably un-
comlfortably, on the mﬂrer foot. It
was last Aug. 31 that New Democrat
MI* 1lan Deons resigoned his
Hamilton Mountain seal to nceent a
federal appolniment. And four ays
later, Newfoundlond Tory James
MeGrath resigned his long-held seat
lo become leutenant-govermor of
Newfoundiand.

Last Jan, 18, Erlk Nielscn, former
prime  minister in  the
Mulroney government, vacoted %is
Yuken seat to become chalrman of
le Canadlan  Transport Comunls-
slon.

Since the date of a byelectlon must
be annotnced ne more than slx mon-
ths alter m seat is officially declared
vacanl. the nrime minister ‘had anly

one day left in which to declare Lhe
date for Homilton Mountain,

50, he lumped all three byeleclions
together and anncunced they would
take pluce on July 20, nearly- five
months down 1he rond., As cam-
palgns require.only 5t days, volin
tlay could have been called for mid-
May.

sSince summer elections are tradi.
tisnally aveided in Canada - becanse
50 many people are oway on vaca-
tion - and since Tory condemnation
of byelection delays are so fresh in
mind, it's obvious the prime
minisier and his advisers are deeply
concerned abaul the oulcomes.,

With opiniot: polls showing Conser-
volwwe popularity is al an embap-
rassing 22 per cent, it's probably Jit-
tle wonder Mr. Mulroney is willing
lo risk opposilion ridicule with the
delay. He must be reasoning that if
the law of averagea has any validity
whatseever, Toty fortuncs surely
con't continue to tumble over the
next Mive months,

REACTION STIUWONG

Marion Dewar, the former mayor
of Otlawa, who it representing the
NI in Hamilton Mountain, says the
Fr'irrm minister Is clearly afraid. Hly
widing the clections In  mid-
summer, she says, any government
embarrassment would get loss ol-
tention.

“It's  cowardly," says New-
foundlond Liberal M Hrian Tobin.
NDP Leader Ed Droadbent called it
“extrnordinarily anti-democratic” -
a phrase he might have had left over
from the Liberal car.

Sloce Mr,  MeGrath  swept St
John's East by 25000 votes in 1984,
the Conservalives have high ho
of relnining this seat. But consider-
Ing Mr. Mclrath's high personal
popularity, ihe anti-Trudeau sentl-
ment of 1984, and the recent Conada-
France fishing flasco, o Tory victory
is not a faregune canclusion.

Neither is [t in the Yukon, where
Mr. Nlelsen won hjr- over 4,000 voles,
In recenl territorial clections, the
NDP outpalled the Tegjes.

In Hamilton Mountain, Mr. Depns
won by B000 voies, which augers
well for Mrs. Dewar,

Cold water
on paper’s
‘playful
whimsey’

[dear Sir,

Your paragraph in the Editor's
Nolebook lumn of Feb. 11, 1987,
concerning  Gary Dunford's tale
about the library stall member who
would nol disclose the title of a re-

ucsied item te anyone other than
the clienl, requires a little clarifica-
tion.

In fact, it is not necessary to know
the title of the item requested in
order to claoim it at the || rary. We
hold all requested materials under
the name of the requestor and only
that need be given to locale the item,

| include in this letter to you the
substance of my response to AMr.
Dunford because 1 believe thal the
core of the matter, so lightly regard-
ed by both of you, should be clearly
understood.

“Dear Mr. Dunford,

The item entitled Top Secret in the
Feb. 6 edition of your column was
brought 1o’ my attention this weck
and as the Chief Librorian of the
public library cited | am constrained
to lhrow a little cold water on your
playlul whimsy, P

Item: Section 2 of the Public
Libraries Act, 1984, S4). 19684, c 57,
specifics that o fibrary board shall
nol release information which **iden-
tifies an individual user aof library
serviees by name or makes him or
her reaulily  indentifinble Ly other
means”. This is construed as o
peneral obligalion to maintain the
eonfidentinlity of any library user's
Iransactions.

ltem: Under the heading “‘damn-
ed if we do and damned if we don't” -
nol releasing information to anyone
other than the elien! can and does
resull in awkwardness and delay,
but if we do release infermation into
the wrong hands we can create un-
forgiveable  embarrassment  ar
worse for our client.

Item: I, o3 your tale implics, the
Geargetown husband, out of & sense
of pique, mischief or idle curniosity,
is withholding the message from his
wife, he is nol only doing her n
disservice (her problemi: but
wasting library stafl time, obstruc-
ting public occess to information,
and therefore wasting public mondy.

It pains me to have to respond to
vour light-hearted little story in such
a heavy-handed atylc but there is an
Imporiant issue at stoke, one which
Journalists, especially, cught to ap-
preciate ™

Thank you for giving me lhe
chance to sct the slory straightl for
The Herald's readers, ;

Yours lruly,
iMrs.) BLR, Cumwrﬁ.
Chief Librarian

m
Little old lady: Conductor, at
which end of the traln car do I get
of {7 '

Conductor: Either one, madam.

‘Both ends stop at the same time.




