It's a tired and overworked cliche,
but somehow, this tme of year, It
ﬂl“‘_ﬁ;il"ﬁ scemns lo be appropriate:

“The playolfs are the start of a
whaole new season...”

And 30 [l has been, ond is now for
the Geargelown Gemini as they ol-
tempt to “'beldly go where no Gemini
team has gone before, "’

The Gems are curtently enmeshod
In a ‘guarter final t!-(lqu..rcln‘ struggle
with the Vaughan Haoiders, as-the
first step in their pttempt to clalm a
Central Junlor B hockey Jeague
thﬂmﬁl\nn&h!— L

il they should nccomplish the Lask
- and a difficult ene it will be - it will
mark the [irst time In the Gemini's
11-ycar histery they hoave been able
to advance past Central loop play.

In the 11 years of their exisience,
the Georgelown organization has
had more than its share of ups and
downs,

In thelr inaugural scason, there
was greal couse for oplimizm to sur-
round the nowly-formed Georgelown
Geminl. "

Desplle being a now entry, the
Gems finished a phenomenal Ein:t In
the Ceptral leapue with a record of
19 wins, 14 losses, and three ties for
41 points.

“In the opening round of the

layofls they upsel Dixie, but then
est In a deuble round-robin series
with Strectsville and Bramplon,
held to determine the league
finalists.

WNot bad for 8 new club.

The Gems continued to hold a cor-
tain degree of respeclabllity the
subsequent Iwo  seasons, finishing
fifth in 197677 and sixth in 1977-7.
However, they were eliminated in
the first round of the playoffs both
Yeurs.

From Lhere, things started lo go
somewhat downhill.

In 197879, the samce seasom the
Streelsville Derbies went on o win
the Sutherland Cup, the Gems finish-
cd a miserable 12th and missed the
playolfs.

The Georgetown Gemlinl are no strangers to playoll
hockey, having made it Lo post-season play seven Umes
in thelr 11 seasons. Bul this year, desplte a strong finlsh
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in regular season play, they are struggling against the  (Herald photo)
Vaughan Halders in a best-of-seven quarterfinol series,

The following season they were

seventh and made a  token ap-
arance againgt Burlinglon before
ing ousted four gnmes lo twa.

in the 138081 scason they were
IGth, and the following season they

were ninth, missing the playolis
both years.

The following seasen, hard as 0t
may be to believe, the Geminl came
the closest they ever have to winning
the league title, under the coaching
of Jules Ruaslani.

Whal was surprising obout it was

The road to the Sutherland Cup

Barrie
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Georgetown
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Millen
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Midwestern Champion
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Metro Toronto Champion

" (Golden Horseshoe
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P

dropping the firsi two games of the xzel.. Here, Mike
McNiven of the Gems goes down to amother w loose puck
in front of his nel durieg sctlon Sunday In Vaughan.

the fact that they finlshed seventh in .

the regular schedule. The upstart
ems had o record of 10 wins, 26
losses and six ties heading tnto post
season play, but beat Oakville and
then the Burlington Cougars, before
{:Lrl.a}-lg}' bawing to Strecisville in the
inals. : >

In the 1983-34 season, the Gemind
finished & healthy fourth but were
dispersed in the quarter-finals by

Mimico.

In the 1984-85 and 198586 seasons,
e Georgetown uad madae the
layoffs but were eliminated In Lhe
irst round both years,

All of which brings us up to lhe
present day.

This year, the Gemini finlshed ihe
regular schedule with a record of 19
wins, 15 losses and six lies, good for
H peoints and fourth place in the
cight-team loop.
© That could be termed respectable.

However, anyone who was of the
betting persuasion may want te take
inte account the leam's record over
the last hall of the seasom before
placing any wagers. .

After rcaching the midway paint
of the season, the Gems had a record
of seven wins, 12 losses and two lies,
Since thal point they rolled lo 12
wins, just three losses, and four Hes.

Butl there's more...

Two of the Gems' losses in the se-
cond halfl of the season came on the
tast weekend of regular season play.

On Feb, 13, Georgetown loat to
Ookville 63 in a game that wiimate-
:ﬂnhnd no bearing on the final stan-

ml

The following night they lost lo
Burlington 83 in what was, in the
true sense of the word, & “nothing
Rame’",

Anyone wanting to loke a sclen-

- lifle approach to predicting the for-

tunes of the Georgetown Geminol in
this year's post scason play would
cerfainly want to keep that In mind
when coming up with a projection.

On the other hand, however, one
wouldn’t want to forget the 196384
scason, when a fourth place regular
season finish meant nnttﬁnﬁ after
the Gems were put oul in the first
round.

Only Ume will tell if the Gemini's
strong finish in the regular schedule
con be J:ﬂnﬂa}'t-d into their flrst-ever
league champlonship.

After all, the playefls are indeed
the glart of a whole new seasan.

Petrie earns honor
as High Life Player

Wally Petric has been named the
winner af the Carling 0'Keefe Miller
High Life Player of the Year Award,

The Georgetown Gemini winger
occumulated a total of 2 points over
the season, based on threestar
sclections conducted - after each
refuilor home season game.

Team captain Woyne Morrow waos
in sccond with 17 points while Rod
McClure was thind with 16,

Bill Hawkins, who chaoired the
commiltee for the wward program
made (he announcement last woek
olter final tallles were totalled.

In the balloting for Player of the
Month honors throughout the
season, McClure was the winner for

the moath of November, and shared
the award jointly with Mormow for
the month of December, Pelrie was
the winner for January, while War
ren Hart won the honer for
February.

Petrle will h-r.-fprl:'ﬁmlnd with the
Miller High Life Award at toe
tcam's end-ef-season banguet.
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CESTIUAL ONTARID JUMSHMEL 5
' QUARTER FINAL PLAVIHFFS I
| Bl ol -2r v o Sl b
Barri va, Mimbca

. Carrie K
(tarrie lends series 3-00 I
. Gama 4: Wednredey todayr at Mimico o l
p.m

[ | Oakvifle ve, Millos -
{Dakwilbe beads meics 211
I Game 4: Tuesday (Cyedterday) sl Milten
Garse b Friday, sl Dakvills 0 p.m
Burilagion ve. Nebieion |
l Ewrilagios Nkletow
{Daurlington leads pericy 1-11 l

’ Game d: Tuesday merrj..;rp ot Burilpgton
' E

Game 37 Friday st Burlinglen, § p.m.

Gernrgriown vi. Vau ghaa
Vaughan 1 Crargrivern
Veoghend LrpipeLown §
i Yaughan lends sries 301
Game 3 Tuesday (yeslerdays l
Geme §: Thiiraday st Yaughas, d p.m.
I Gamek: :!hh::d:;uﬁuuﬁwu,l:ﬂp._m_' l
[ Game§: Sunday at Vaughan, sp m.*
Gurme 7: Tuesday al Geoegetoan, 7:305 m.* l
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