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View
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By lan
Weir

I'e & warm and delightful feeling
lo look in your mailbox one morniag
and  discover that you hgye Just
become a Preferred  Siatus Pro.
sSpecl.

I's true. I have Just received o ter-
nbly nice lefter from Kaoren Forges,
an obviously splendid person, wha
ums out lo be the vice-president of
eard marketing for American Ex-
press Canada Inc,

Raren writes: I am pleased 10
tell you that you have specially
selected as 2 Preferred Status pro-
spect for American Express Card-
raembership.

“Preferred Status means thal you
are gne of a limited group of Cang.
dians American Express believes s
ltkely to qualify for Cardmember-
i "

Raren goes on to outline the many
advantages of carryin an
American Express card, con-
cludes her letter with the reminder
thot  this ecard says  everything
atout you. Apply today ™

WF“...'F-'ﬂrp gosh, Karen. Whai
thoes a fellow say, at a time like this?

've never been o preferred stalus
prospect for anything - just ask my
F:{rlfrimd. And now, right outl of the
LR

It's  really terribly fattering.
Already 1 feel 8 sense of spiritual
kinship with Peter Ustinoy and have
spenit much of the morning exclaim-
ihg: "That's not my briefcase!
Those aren't even my briefs!

Still, this does ralse o nagging
question. To wil: how doos SOMOe0n
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Poets’ Corner

ANTICIPATING
1 feel you moving restlessl ¥.
Asihe lime heepa drawing near.
You'll enler into this busy wourid,
Nod having anylhing io fear,

U've seen yoo grow these pazt  mon-
ths

I've felt your every mave,
I'm looklng forward 1o all the years,
And all the tears I'l5 have to soath,

Maybe on a busy day

L'l be very impatient wilth youo

bt Just remember that 1'li love gl
The good and bad things you'il do.

I'ldo (he beat I can for you,
That's what a mother Is for,

' Fudu yoo and teach you
“Till the day yoo leave my door.

Souatll (ke day you arrive,
Fil anticlpate you wilh joy.
I'll love you Lhroagh good and bad
Wheiher yoa are girl or boy,

LINDA D, Palmer
B s o A T A L e e T e

Ketown, Ontario, LIG 378, Second

B77-8822

Ret o be Uspeciolly  selected™  fop
something like this?

You've undoubtedly had fhe ex.
perience of being specially sulectos!
yoursell. Probably this was revealed
o you in a form leiter which an-
maunced  that you wepe part af a
lucky nmunerity which was Iwing aof-
fered & special rale pn MGgazines
you wouldn't be  caught degd
reading

Byt we're  pot talking
Homes  and Gardens, here We're
talkim  about 5 ne-spendug:limit
redit card. S0 how il | manage in
L specially selected' s “ane of g
limited group of Canadians™ whom
American  Express  holds  in psIT-
ticularly high esteem?

If the seleetian was made on the
basis of my earming.power. then 1hat
limited group musl be larpe enoigh
o cover almast anyone wh tdnesnt
cullect emptly cans from smitheyte
bz ,

I's  possihle, perbaps.  thal
American Express  bases s
“special  seleetions”  un rcammen:
dations from ather eredit card com.
panies If 50, they may have heartd
obout me from the nice penple al
Visa, with whem 've nlways had an
amiable relationship

Every month ihe nice prople at
Vist send me s bill. Every month |
file st carefully away with afl rthe
other bills an top of the fridge

Every third or fourth manth they
offer {0 send o nice man o my doar
who will seize my card, eyt it up inla
small pieces, Ming them to the flimsr,
and jump up and down on them Al
this point 1 send them just cnough
money 1o gel within a few dollars of
my credit limit, and we're (riends
again for anather couple of months

Bul  somebow or other, Karen
Porges has the idea that I'm u
Freferred  Status Prospect Which
creales a terrible dilemma - breguse
it I fil ouwt the application form,
Karen is going to he awlully «disilly-
sioned.

There are, for instance, two nasty
little  blanks which ask ahout
“rature of business” and “‘nnnuat
Laminga’.

There are many who can fill in
such blanks baldly and confidently.
Then there are those of us who wauld
have lo enter “doubtful” in the farst
Mank and “quite 8 bBit lesy than
Wayne Gretzky, really” In the 50
cond

Worse yet, there is g particular]y
disconcerting  seclion  which asks
what kind of bank accounts vou
have. There are blanks for chequing,
savings and loans accounts. There Is
blank for

Hetier

nol, unfertunalely, a
“overdrawn account®’,
Al things considered, I'm oing o
have to pass un Karen's kind invita.
tion to apply for my American Ex.
press card today - despite her
thoughtful reminder that the card of-
{fers “‘unparallelled prolecllon,
convenlence",

have to stick lo my own un. -
ed protection and securily

em. apecially ‘recommended for
of No Status Whatsoever -

An over-thelimit Visa card and
(In case of acule etmergeney) an
Amertican dollar-bill st u}gtd ind
thadriver's licence, | .

Dottt leave home without them.
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Zundel] affair is
really 4 issues

Queen’s
Park
e O ettt vy

H-_". erek Selson

The Ernst Zundel affair is really
four different issues that are udl en-

langled.

tne 1ssue i3 the specific conviction
o Zumdel on one charge of spreading
Forlser newes

The Ontario Court of Appeal laler
decided the trial judge erred and
ordered a new trial

Attarney-General  Ian Seatd now
has announced he wyl) ippeal that
doecision.

But the Zundel case is really o
symbol of much wider issucs

After all, Zunde! was m-gmlmd on
e second charge of spreading false
MWws - .omething obout o Zignist-
Freemason-Communist-banker con-
spiracy against Islam. Are we o
assume that in this instance Zundel
was I{-IHnFthﬂlmthT

The real (ssues are three
—~Whal are the limits of free speech
in Canadian saciety”

—How should society peact to the
publication of views that cause emo.
tional ngony far people?

=What is the responsibility of the
medin in covering issues and trials
arising oul of the existence of realots
like Zundel?

NDFP Leader Bob Rae touched on
the first two of these ciements in ap-
proving the Scott appeal.

Scott himsell said al that was
needed on the third point when he
the question of publieity

> Zundel . was “entirely in the
hinds of o free press to declde, You
hnow who to ask about Lhat

Rae, meanwhile, had, asked “why
I8 it in 1987 we have to force the sur-

vivors of the Holocaust to prove |t .

happened?™

"I 1 could speak personally, (o
sk my  wile's  grandmother to
estiabilish that her entire family was
wiped put by the Naozis, strikes me as
an ineredible ordeal to ask of any
one individual and an extraordinary
orkeal to demand of o communily, "’
D sanied.

N one, of course, asked the sur-
vivars 1o prove the Holocausl hup-
pened

(Mher  than  (formerly)  obscure
pamphleteers  like  Zundel, whn
doutted or doubts j1?

Bae favors amending the current
law Torbidding group batred to make
cvichions  easier. This would alse
mmove the need 1o use the false
news section of the Crimina) Code

aim wouid be 1o “maoke i
financially impossible for (Zundeis
In operale ond. for them to ypread
their  hatred throughout  the  pro-
vince,"'

In other words, the answer of Hae
nrd others is 1o selectively narrow
the bounds of free specch.

Selective, becouse it is pot NDP
policy to make hotred agatnst anp
wentifiable class (“the rch”. ar
tandlords, or doctars, for exomple) o
rime

But for the favored Rgroups ihat
would be proteeted, it scems clear
the law would act for the sole reasan
that pepple’s feelings would have
been hurt (see Hoe obove)

The point should be clear here
Zundel  wosn't advecating violence
or genocide against a  group
firopically, he was denyin? thal &
particular genocide actually toak
place). '

One can have sympathy for people
who feel mental anguish because of

whal has been written about g graup

of which they are a member,
whether It be their ethnic origin, na-
tionality or even their class,

But emotlonal paln Is & very sub.
lective thing, and much In life can
causs i,

Mandating Lhe state to soolhe such
agony Is hardly a legitimate use of
 much a mighty weapon,

urt

Mclermid

Parflament resumied sifting on
January 19ih fotlowing & holiday
recess. There have been numerous
initiatives taken by the government
over the past few months and jn
arder 10 bring my constituents up-lo-
dale on government business in this
New Year, | will briefly ouline a fey
such iniliatives,

CHALLENGE '57: $18 miilion for

kstudent sum mer joba

The federal government’s student
summer job program will receive
3180 million in funding for 1987, The
Challenge  employment program.
ow in its third year of opcration,
helps students to find summer jobs
an te  develop cnlrepreneurial
tkills. An evaluation of last year's
program indicates 80 per cent of the
®.000 jobs created were a direct
result of government support. Dur-
ing the summer of 1386, some 142
jnt's were created under this pro-
Eram in  Bramplon-Geotgetown
Further information and npplication
forms will be available in carly
February 8¢ Capada Emplovment
Centres across the country.

Daytime running lghts on new cars

Transport Minister John Croshic
hius released the specilications for
the mandatory installation of
aytime running lighls on new cors,

new regulation specifies that as
nl Seplember 1988 any new vehicle
manufactured with o daytime runn.
ing light system  must meed  the
technical  requirements of  the
l[ederal government Afler
December 11989, it will he man-
datory that all vekicles manafac-
tured in Canada or imporied jnio
Canoda be fitted with a daytime run-
ning bght system. the new safety
feature will reduce doytime multiple
vehiele collisions by 0 1o 20 per eent,
and save up to 5200 million a year In
medical and property domnge costs,

Fnvironmental  protectlon
oo proposed
Dralt legislation on environmental
Ertcu::mn has been released jointly
Yy Environment Minister Tom
McMiltan ond Health and Weilare
Minister Jake Epp. The povernment
would have brond new powers (o
protect  the  cnvimnmen! ang in-
troduce  lifecycele mansgement  of
toxic chemicals. In the next few
months,  the legislation will be
reviewed by the provinces, Industry,
and labor and cnvironmental oups
bofore being l:re:irmed to Parlia-
menl in 1987, If accepled, it would
hive Canadians some of the toughest
Mvironmental  pretection measupes
n the Western hemisphere. =

Sofiwood lumber seitlement  pro-
tecis Canadian soverclgnty
Canada will not have to pay an
ORCToUs 15 per cenl duly en soltwood
lumber exports to the Unjted States
s o resull of a settlement reached
between the 1wo Eovernments, In-
stead, the fedeiw government will
collect an equivalent expart Lax,
thereby ensuring that (he money re-
mains in Canada. The agreement
will also prolect Canada’s control
gver ila foresiry resources, because
the provinces “will retzln  control
aver the stumpage fees they charge
Ilunhermpnnim.

leglsia-




