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Row with Peterson
hard to undrstand

At this particular moment, [ am
nol  sure why Deputy ' Prime
Minlster Don rankowskl would
want lo get into a publlc spat with
Ontario jer Dlavid Petersan,
It's not as lhﬂl.lﬂ'l palitical life is ao
boring for Mr. Marzankowskl that he

a new lssue.

In fact, it's remarkable that he has
tme to even think about the Onlare
premicr. Being House Leader as
well as deputy prime minister, the

Alberta MP has had his hands full’

of late, whether It be lenaing off op-

tion attacks in the Oerlikon al-
oir or apologiring to Premier Brian
Peckford for bypassing New-
foundland in the fishing dispute with
France,

And it's not as Lhough Premier
Peterson is an inviting Largel, com-
pared with, .-r#r. the uﬁnuih Mri::n
government. From all reports, his
Efpulﬂril is holding high — inuch
igher than that of the Mulroney
Eovernument in Onlaro.

And the deputy prime minister
surely couldn't have been trying to
promole nationzl unily when he
decided (o say a few things about the
premier. Since the nub of the matter
involvea the proposed use of westemn
mal in Ontario, it has the patentlal Lo
ber divisive,

LETTER LEAKED

Mr. Mazankowaki wrote Mr,
Peterson last week, accusing him of
avolding  discussions on the coal
issye. And wilthin a " remarkably
short time, the letler was leaked to
the media,

It's not a Jetter that the premier’s
ciflce would want to leak, 50 we ean
ossume |t was slipped out In Ottawn.
Certainly, the premier assumes this
end, furthermore, he thinks it was in
retelistion for  his stinging
slatements on the federal plan to
designate Vancouver and Monireal,
bt not Toronle, as international
bank|ng centres.

Whoever leaked the lctier, the
depuly prime minister scemed
cager enough to expand on il. He tald
the Commons he was surprised ot
Mr. Pelerson's ‘“ponchalant ap-
proach lo such a wvery important
wsue," He had thought the premier
would be "“right up fronl and centre™
gince the use of cleaner-burnning
weslen coal, rather than the
American variely, would reduce
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acid rain and create new jobs in
Canada,

A [ederal-provinclal study releas-
ed last year recommended that On.
tario Hydro should use western coal
o reduce acid-rain emissions. The
report also saild this could also result
in 13,000 new jobs aver the mext 15
years, A

thy Slewart Macl.eml

PREMIER REPLIES

If that was the whele story, I could
readily understand why the deputy

ime minister would want the [ssue
nundered in public,

Whether Mr. Peteson is being non-
chalant in petting together with Mr.
Mazankowskl is a matter that can be
debated  elsewhere. The premler
soys the suggestien ts “'ridiculous™
and he cited only one occasion when
the depuly prime minister soid he
wolld in Teronio and would like
to meet with Mr. Peterson, The
premier said he would be out of town
on that particular day,

“Frankly, | am surprised al Don
Mezankowski because 1 didn’t think
he was so  small-minded,” Mr.
Peterson snid. The depuly prime
minister was reducing political pet-
tiness “to o new low, "

The premier insists he is quite
willi:lg to discuss the use of western
coal oy Ontarie Hydro, bul there is
no particular urgency because the
provincial utility’s contract to buy

ican coal doesn't expire until
19¢. He also snid western coal is 47
per cent more expensive kthan
American coal, and millions of
dollars would have to be spent on
plant refits,

The changeover, we've been told,
would ralse Ontario electricily costs
by 16epreent. -

Someday, hopefully. ways will be
found for the econemical’ operation
of Oniario Hydro with western coal.
But Lhat's ot Jeast five years away
and, in the meantime,  Premier
Petcrson is not taking the slighiest
political risk in his province if he
does appear_nonchalant. There is o
far greater danger in attacking iim.
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Liberals’ strength

rests with

Toronts - The polls continue ta
confirm that the Liberals' greal
strength sn Omlario rests on three
words:

Premier Bavid Peterson.

That’s the obvious conclusion to
draw from the latest Environics
Hesearch Group quarterly pall on
party standings in Ontario.

As reporied in the Glabe and Mail,
the poll shaws the provinclal
Liberals with 47 per cemt popular
suppart, the Conservalives 30 per
cent and the New Democralic Party
2i percent.

November poll, it mirrors
similar polls from lale last spring
and sumimer.

Translated Into eleetorn]l terms,
the resufts would give the Liberals a
comforiable ma:llurn ' governmenl,

Some of the details revealed by the
E}ll. however, are especially reveal-

B.

The Liberals recelved general ap-
proval for their handling of ony six
of what the Globe story called 13 Key
lssues,

On two fo them, pay equity and the
environmen!, supporl has “dipped
sharply” since the summer.

Moreover, support for the pro.
vince's frev trade position tor nun.

dition, lo be more accuraler, hos

en plummeting™ for o year

S0 whnat i3 their strength, thep®

The pell showed Peterson 1o be the
lisl choice for premier of 45 per
cenl of respondents, compured with
only 16 per cent for Conservative
leader Larey Grossman and 15 per
venl for NP Jeader Hob Rae.

And that's the edge

Peterson enjoys wvoter confidence
He has appeared as o breath of fresh
wir and activity after the tast stuffy,
directionless yeas of former Tory
premier Bill Davis,

Ferhaps more important has been
the conlrast between the definess
displayed by a new Libersi govern-
ment &l Queen's Park and the sheer
incptness al news management and
ssu¢ control  shown by the Hrian
Mulroney PCs in Ollawa,

It isn’'l thal Peterson hus  been
et Farfromit. - o i
So he . has - handléd
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premier

Queen’s
Park

ihy Drerek Nelson

relatively well, such as the ban on
mtrmhﬂﬂng and the resulting doc-
tors' strike.

Others were less deflly finessed,
like the Exploracom ~finencing
fiasco or the Rod Lewis “galden
handshake. '

in no case, however, has Pelerson
received public blame for lhe foul-
:JIF, 8 success which has ieftl much

the medla and Peterson’s Conscr-
viitive and NDP ngupunents X press-
ing amazemenl about his *“*teflon-
like' ability to prevent
slicking to him.

Perhaps it is because, in this ape
of media overkill, the public has a
trunsitery inlerest in the avernge
Queen's Park slory.

What they care about is more a
gencral perception of their leaders,
of their style and how they appear to
be performing.

They care about leadership itself,
whieli is an intangible, much more
than palicy specifics.

And in their eves Peterson is much
mare dowinner Lhan a toser.

The paradox the Libeeals Tace s
that Therr grealest strenpth s also
their greiatest weokness.

It is (o state the obvious to say thal
having the high reting of the
Liberals so dependent upon Peter-
son means that If he does crash they
ali come tumbling down.

Thol's why the oppasition parties
here enjoyed lnst week so much, It
was the first time they fell they had
I’ﬂﬁﬂnimmnﬁll}fnnt ropes,

He foltered and fumbled on the
trade trip to Washington, on the
Kimberly-Glark  backdown, on the
expdoracom flasco - overall, it was
nit & geod week for Petersan,

But a single week docs nat o
government break. IL Is golng to
take a string of them before the

Tories and NDP can do anything hyt

anylhing

trembdi at'the thobght of a nwelection.
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A conspiracy?

Fdilor's nole: This note was filed
wlth The llerald for publicatlon,
Dear Congressperson and Senator:

Please re-introduce Bills  #55476
and R as originally written for
decoder  stondardization wnd  third
parly distnbution marketing with no
compromises,

{n Aprl 4, 1986, [ have wrillen a
letter to Mr. Bl Winegard, my
member of porliament. and receiv-
ed a reply from MP* Flora Mac-
Donald dated July 3¢, 1986 My letter
requested  the banishment of  the
/A Com VO 1T from Canadp, !
have also imparted to her a copy of a
ieller from M/A Com  requesting
that these devices be returned to
them. It is dated April 21, 1986,

Al thal lime, there were Tog VO
II's in Canada. There are now over
5000 here. Why are these devices
still being imported?

I, like many dish owners, do not
wish te pirale the signals of the pro-
Frammers bu! 1 do not condone the

~yable companies forcing programs
mers inlo scrambling Lheir material
ar aver the air stolions being tald to
pay for a cable channel or be thrown
off the cable system, ie. CBN,
KTWU (}*BS) in Kansas, ete.

[ do not understand why the FOC,
the U.S, Justice Dept.. and the Dept.
of Trade and Commeree are scem-
ingly refusing to take any firm ac-
tions .on the plight of the satellite

dish owner. Heaven knows, enough .

information hus been sent to them to
sink an aircrafl carrier!

In my epinion, the marketplace is
not working and 1 have conie to the
conclusion that there is o well or-
chestrated conspiracy by some pro-

* Brammers and cable companies to

Rain tota) contru over (he airwaves
ared the satellite industry, complete-
iy, =

Many programmers were asked
by Mr. Tom Hurke, 1o send their rate
schedule for fhird party marketing,
and hey have blatantly refused io
teal with us

Michael  Fuchs, vcoewn. H.B.AL,
after much  prodding  during  the
Senate hearmg, was requested  to
send his rate schedule to the Senale
Ihid the Senate ever receive that in-
formation”

Bany programmmers da pot want (o
foster competition n the
markeiplace and “olher  program-
mers are being forced fo aceept the
VO I as the standard deeader, even
theugh il has many deficicneies, and
Ihese programmers will wanl 1o
keep confusion in e macketplace
by inlrocducing o bill o not allow o
standard decoder. Why the change
n o their  altilude?  Please  vole
upninst ony bills which request this
iypeof thing. _

Please do everylhing  in your
power, regardless who  supported
youo in o your  election  campatpmn,
financiully, and belp preserve the
freedom af the sirwoves and your
First Amendment rights, A loss of
this feeedoin keads 1o the eontrol, of
the tdeas of a rold - a2 danperous

sltuation, indeed, You' cannot gnd .
must not allew: this (o vome  about.. |

Thanking yiis for vour T with me
on thix importardl 'and . significant
matter, . et o fos
ol T
.r._. Il I. Il:_‘.mputﬂl_l
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