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Origins of beloved customs
lie in ancient marriage rites

It happens in every wedding: The
bride and groom exchange rings. They
share cake. The bride throws her bou-
guet. But do you knowe how these cus-
tums bepan?

THE BRIDE: A Cefelration [Harry N..

Abrams. Inc., & new book by Barbary
Tober, Edilor-n-Chiel ot Bride’s mupa-
zine, reveals their sometimes surprising
arigine.

The ‘bride throws her bouguel o
unirrned friend can “caeh” st luch,
in romance, poes the modern ex nliita-
ton. But the custom aciually sianed o 4
torm of s¢lf-defense,

In times past, befief 10 (he :'u}_\[:ic.ﬂ
value of 4 bride’s adornmenty prompred
Mmends and strangers ahie o iry ta prab
4 piece of her vuttin. '

Eventually, some clover bnde found
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Elizabeth’s store hosts a
show for brides-to-he

Brides-{o-be got an in-depih look at (he gllmmer and sparkle of a white
wedding Feb. 1. :

it was the second annus! Bridal Fashlon Show pul on by Georgetown's
Elizabeth's Fashlons. '

A sell-out, 1he shaw featured 19 exhibiiors who offered ofesslonnl and
expert advice o brides and thelr moms=advice on Mors arrangements,
catering, make-up, Invitations, photography, minsle and gifl ideas.

Everyone loaded up on pamphlets for foiure reference.

The show staried off with a look 8t the new and upcoming faskions for
spring &nd summer. There were ool summer dresses and casusl wear
Paol suits. There was sexy lingerle modelled by bashful young women
who weren't keen on taking off thelr houseconl to reveal ihe sllky lacy
nightles underneath.

During the fashion show, a number of BUL certificates were drown,
compljments of the exbibitors. All handy for any bride-to-be,

A large selectlon of styles and colors of bridesmald dresses gave yvoung
brides an idea of what was avsllable. Even men's (ashion Juxedos were
modelled, in colors coordinaled to mateh the bridesmalds.

A lovely telection of flattering styles for the mother of the bride were
brought en stage, all elegant and feminine.,

Then, one by one, the highlight of the show appearcd. the bridal gowns.
There were different siyles lor different laktes oot only in bridal dresses
but also in headpleces and fbral arrangements, all In the lalest aiyles,

Just as In many a wedding, the kit of the fashion show were the ltile
{lower girl and the rlng bearer.

The show ended with a finale of all the fashionx g slyles for o last look
on stage. Much hard work and preparation went inte the Heldal Fashion
Show, ance again.

The Wedding
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Freeman makes
the diflarence with
thelr -wide selection
of formalwear. For
1987 an added
featurs includes an
"array ol accessotlas
in every colour to
match your wedding
attire.

Pick Up Your
Free Catalogus!

e

| ‘in

=

thet by linging her flowers away from
herself, the crovd waild haye something
to Light over — and she would cscape
intact!

The wedding party originally sepved
the serious purpose of privieciing the
brade amd groom from the curses ol evil-
wishers, They dressed in ¢lothes cxacily
fike those of the hride and groom, so the
nkentiy wf the happy couple was Keplose-
cret on the way to the church snd uniil
thes were safely marrivd.

The first puece of wedding cahe 5y cul
and caten by the bride and groony g
a varry-over from the time when the
sharing of food or wine oflen wary e
marrisage,

Teutons, for cxunple, were considered
wed after drinkipg mead topether for 30
days. (The word bridal comes fepm
Brride-ale.)

The aiste ronner protecied the bride
from evil spirits who, it was thoughi,
lived betow the groun | These demons
were alwn feared to lurk around dour-

wayx, hence the bride is carried over the

thresheld of her new home,

kuce symbolizes the age-old hope hay
the couple wauld be as-fruicful as the
carth. In Franve, guests shawer the bride
and groom with wheat; in Moroceo, with
raisins, figs and dates,

People clink glasses when they toast
the Pride and groom in order 10 produce
a befl-hke sound, (Hells, it was heliey e,
were repellent to the devil).

“The Xisv™ as 4 signilicant moment in
the wedding dates from 1he REoman
Empire. At that time, the betrolhal <ere-
meny consisted of a kiss ynd the ex.
change of rings, with the kiss being the
actual fegal bond

The trowsseaw, or dowry, was actually
an eatly formy of hfe insurance, since i1
Was meant to envure tha the bride conld
survive without her husband if the need
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LACE, EMBROIDERY, CROCHE
ding night. White bed linens, brass
ramance for newlvweds, The beds
are irlmmed with shi
shams, coses ang

Bells Are R

To compliment the
bride, we at JV,
Clothing oMer a
beautiful selection of
bridesmaid dresses.
Whether short or
[ang, wo have an al-
lordable package

deal for you!

MERMAY - J- V. CLOTHING

FORMALWE AR

877-1598

GEORGETOWN MARKET P
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LACE

T. EYELET — From wedding day to wed-
candleholders and candlelight vow fifetime
pread is crocheted cotton white the sheets

mmering embroidery, The niix of lextures continges lo

pillows allin wedding white,
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