Provisional Stamps
Can Be Very Valuable

R ccently [ iold you about
those little violet or red

posiage due stamp? that arc
often ignored, but shouldn't
. be, because many af them
arc worth o few bucks.

Nuow let me tell you about
another type of stamp that’s
ofien worth a lot of bucks:
provisionals,

Provisional stamps are
issued o fill an wrgent need,
such as supply shartages or

becavse of & sudden rate
change. There are many
alher reasons, of course, but
that gives the general ideg.

Cunada has had many
provisionals, and so have
other countrics.

For example, on July 28,
1899, a 2-cem black over-
print was applied to o 3-cent
curming Queen Vicloria
stamp (Scott 88} that without
overprint is Scott 78 of June
21, 1898. On Aup. H, the
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overprint was applied (Scott
87) to a 3-cent carmine (Scou
6%, issued Jan. 15, 1898.

These two provisionals led
to another class of provision-
als, called postmaster provi-
stonals. These stamps are not
tssued by a nation, but by a
pustmaster to meet a local
emergency, although some-
times using national stamps.
Bear with me.

These (wo provisionals
were needed because Lhe
postage rate had dropped
from three cents 1o two —
Imperial Penny Postage.
There were few 2-cent
stamps, bul many 3-cens,

hence the overprint.

In the tiny community of
Port Hood, N.S., the post-
master was in L moge serious
situation: he had 3-cent
stamps galore of the June 21,

Stamps

1898 ixsuc, but none of the
2-cemt value — he had not
reccived the overprints —
and no f-cent stamps.

The Port Hood postmaster
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J-cent stamps, and here’s  creating a I-cent stamp.
what he did:

He cut the stamps verti
calty in uncqual portions.

They were issued Jan. 5,
1899. When postal officials
in Halifax learned about it,
inspector C.J). McDonald
was sent (o nvestigate, He
conliscated the stock, des-
troyed it, and declared the
provisionals illegal.

By LARRY McINNIS
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