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Latest resignation
causing depression
among Tory MPs

Fﬂ'hﬂftﬂ it's the accumulative of-
fect, bul Lthe Bissonette affalr soemis

to be having a grealer Impact on Lhe

Tory backbenches than any of the

other problems mmu.ntnnJ by the

Mulroney government.

One reason may involve the tim- -
Ing. Most of the 209 Conservative
MPs had returned from their
Christmes holidays, highly op-
limistic about the governmeni final-
Pr shaking off the so-called "“slcaze
actor®'

“When we broke for the Christmas
holidays,” said ene western Tory.
member, “we felt really good about
things. I think we all thought we had
turned the cormner.™”

"Who needs more of this crap?”
You get the same type of comment
from most comers of the Tory
backbenches. There is some anger,
some resenimenl, even some pity.
But above all, there is frustration.

One  wonders how the prime
minister must fec),

It obviously doecsn't help to have
the latest Gallup Poll indicating
thal, for the first lime in history, the
Conservatives are in third-place in
terms of noational popularity. At 2H
percentage points, they were [wo
points behind the New Democrats.

NOTHING RIGHT

One angry member said he spent
the Chrisimas recess “busting ' my
butt™ en behall of the guvernment.
50 how do you think it feels to come
back and have all this blow up in
your face?”

He answered the question himsell.
“LM}I,IH

Anather said that he has never
seen  his caucus colleagues so|
depressed about o particular issue.
“It'e not the resignation itsell, or
even Lhe events surrounding it; il's a
qu;stiun of whether it will ever
m II|

Mr. Bissonnclie (s the sixth
ministcr  to  leave the Mulroney,
Rovernment under some degree of
controversy. Only one hos relurned
to. the cabinet table., Marce] Masse,
now ene minister, quit n 1985
while the RCMP were investigating
his election expenses: when cleared,
he rejoined the ministry,

R t Coates resigned ns defence
minister after visiting a strip joint In
Germany. John Fraser, now Com-
mons Speaker, resigned as [isheries

Ottawa
Report

By Stewarl Macl.cod

minister over the ‘Tuno  affair.
Suzanne Blois-Grenler, quit as
minister of state for transport over 4
Enli-:y disagreement concerning the
gilout of oil rofineries.  Sinclajr
Stevens  resigned  as industry
minister ami conflicl-of-interest
allegations.

And while caucus colleagues were
no doubl sorry In each case, none of
the first five resignations resulted in
any discernable cavcus depression.
But it wasditferent this time.
maclend?

REACTION SEEN

Anyone who walches the daily
Question Period in the Comnmons
can quickly notice the effcets Just
waltch the faces; better still, listen to
the applause, or rather the lack of i,
on the Tory benches. Usually, when
the prime minister or the  deputy
rime minister defends a Tory cal-
eague, he is supported by loud clap
ping.

It has been rather tnuted of tate,

Said one MP: “It's no fun sitling
ihere day alter dnf.r while Grits and
the NDF keep talking about a retten
government, ond  every day  the
nc-wspailmrs odd  new {wisls o
things. I mean. how long are we sup-
posed Lo sit there ond clap?™

One can nlso spol some resent-
menl, particularly among certain
weslern MPs, over the fact that pro-
blems are being caused by the prime
minister's Quebec friends. While the
Bissennette alfair was at its height,
three aides le Quebec ministers
were forced to resign, twe of them
for past criminal activitics.

“Up until this lalest scandal, 1
thought there was lots of time before
another electlon and all our pro-
blems would be forgolten by then
said an MP. “And there's still time,
But I am beginning to have my
doubts whether we can ever shake
the ‘sleaze factor”,

“"God, how 1 hate thal expres
slon," he added. .
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Many budget options
for windfall funds

TORONTO-The kind of good for-
tune enjoyed by Treasurer Bob Nix.
on is best jllustrated by what Pro-

Ive Conservallve Leader
fossman wants him to do with his
spring budget.

Nixon sitting on  windfall
revenue as a result of o combination
of a booming southern Ontario
economy and Libern] tax hilkes im-
posed when the Grits first took
power in 1985,

Windfall revenue In this gense
moans not o genulne surplus, but in-
come above the levels the govern
ment expected and budgeted for,
therefore money that remains free
to be allocated,

Grossman says It amounts to 51
billlen. In fact, he 5lrmih:tﬂd such a
huge revenue surplus lasi spring
woas inevilable because the Cris
were  deliberately  underestimating
provinelal :

S50 far Iy admits to being
$400 milffon ahead of prediction on
revenues,

Grossman clalms that snother
B0 milllon will show up [n the
figures evenlually, while the
Liberals will { a variety of
El:mmﬂnii tricks and last-minute
spending) hide another $300 m\Nion,

Maybe. Maybe not.

Bul there I certalnly no doutd that
Nixon s wal the money roll in
in unparalleled volumes,

Since the 1983 takeover provinclal
revenues have climbed 25 per cent,
13ﬁ:untlutulcm.

tlon then becomes what
to do withiit.
3 .ﬁ;hmi:smnn'nlmﬁpe for Nixon is tax
8. a [lve-percenluge-point cut
In personal Income tax and & one
percentage-point cul in the sales tax.

That would tke $700 million,
Another $300 million would be ap-
plﬁdw“nﬁuhléumddim :

¥, Grosamsn sald this

't pecessarily what a Tory budget
would do d the party ever get
lhuh:nmln . i

They might reorder thelr spen-
ding pricrities, ;

But given the figures for transfer

yments and s0 on tha Liberals

ve already announced will be [n
the next budget, this iz what they

‘should do with the excess reverue

Queen’s
Park

il Derek Nelson

they are geccumulating, be said.

And what s Nlxon's response?

“There is great pressure (o im-
prove pro t have been
strangled for money, particularly
during the last few vears of the Con-
servalive government.” y

While he'd like lo see toxes reduc-
ed, "'we have to glve a good level of
service and we intend to do that.”

Is he out a tax cut in the
next budget, then?

Well, no. As Treasurers normally
do, he Just izn't saying.

Une suggestlon |8 that U Nixon
does go Lhe tax cul route [t Indlcates
a June election for certain.

Nixon, by nature, isn't a tax cut-
ter. He believes In the efficacy of
governmenl spending and, a3 8 con-
sequence, he lauds both high levels
of spending and the taxes required to
pay for It.

For example, with one major ex-
ception, the tax es i firat
budget - the first Liberal et [n 42

ars - from a four percentile bump
f; the personal Income tox to mak-
ing gasoline a flal tax, all produced
more revenue, $550 million In tolal.

(The exceplion was lhe $1 sales
tax exemplion, later broadened to

Darker side
Dear Sir,
mg‘:-ﬂ.ﬂuf&lﬂm Darker Side! i
evied owing prospecis
w for my retirement
. 1 did enjoy & small meanoe
of tax sheiter, last few years,
while employed. Three years afler
'my retirement at 8,
up, that Indeed for
dl inlo my “ralny-day" :
At my bank, it would be no lem
to 'll'fthdur $6,000 [rom to
buy a car, Then the bad pews: the
Government would take from me
$1,500 for this wilhdrawall Later
came a cruncher. My income, with
wile's combined, ml.id,adutﬂlpm-
sion supplement. On my application
lo renew this ement 1988, 1
was disallowed!...The $8000 I
thdrew to buy the car is con-
sldered income, (herefore Do “ex-
tras". To sum up. The government

2 , thdrew
LRONEY, THAT 151 100k #1500 because I wi my

oney. The government gol pur-
chase lax for the car, §400 (it's the
law). The government has deducted
] mimth from our combined
on income. RASP? Get the full

5 1
T o
Ra Cres.,

Georgetown
A smokescreen

Dear Sir, :

The uproar over Sunday as an
enforced rest day Is a
smokescreen. The Sceriplures pro-
cloim the Seventh day as the
Biblical Sabbath In bﬂlgl the aold
ond {he new Testaments. A look at
any calendar will eonfirm that the
seventh day [s indeed the day we
know as Saturdoy. The following
quotes show who changed the day

“You may read Elble from
Genesls to Hevelation and M“
not find a single line au ng
the sanctiflcation of Sunday. The
Scriplures enforce Lhe religious
coservance of Saturday, a day
which we never sanctify.' James
Cardinal Gibbons, The Falth of our
Fathers (1817 ed. ).

"The Blble says 'Remember the
Sabbath day to keep it holy.' But
the Catholic church says 'No, keep
tbe first dﬂ\; of the wmm the
whele world bows In ence. "’
Fr. T. Enright, Roman Catholle
Priest.

Sa, e disobey the Creator
Yahweh's Law by working on the
Sabbalh and uphold the Pope by
enforcing Sunday as the rest day,
It s & almple malter of obedlence
to Yahweh, Disobedience brings
death. (Romans 6:23)., Danlel
wrote about the changing of the
law In chapler 7. John wrole shout
the religious empire that rules the
warld tin Revelatlon 17) as
Babylon, maother of Harlots.
Babylon's day of worshlp is Sun-
day, and annuplly December 15,
the Venerable day of the Sun. The
Sunday law is only the nning.
The Tribulation the Blble says w
result from this will make the ex-
ierminations and martyrdoms of
the Early and Middle Ages (also
gzrpetrnled by the Christian

urch: conservative estimaley
50,000,000 deaths) Insignificant by
comparison. (Malbew 24:21). The
time Is coming and indeed s
already here when ALL people will
have to make a cholee.
is ; ahweh,

Michae! Lindelauf,
for Yahwehs Assembly In Mexsiah
Eox 767, Armstrong, B.C; VOE 100




