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The year in review

Anyone purposely looking for
hardahip and tragedy, could easlly
make a stop in Halton Hills, The
town In 1888 hod Its share of hard
times and sod moments, We follow-
ed the lead of -an Imperfect world,
full of promising moments and lost
.opportunities,

But through It all, the year was a
'#%0od one In Halion 1iills, Designated
‘by the United Natlons as the Year of
‘Peoce, 1986 was also the year of
‘Holley’s Comel, 3 year of ecenomic
growlh aind & housing boom.

Here al home, our communlly
matured. We're not geiting older;
we're getting betler, sironger, more
conlident, more Independent. Halton
Hills now has a chronle care facilily,
thanks (o proper licensing from the
provincial government. Our
Chamber of Commerce in Acton and

Georgetown met o plan joint pro-

Jecis and linlse to lobby for develop-
ment, ;
The Georgetown Chomber s plan-

"ning for a tourlsm/chamber office

to help attract new businesses and
visllors to town. Along Highway 7,
we've noliced more reiall businesses
starting to blossom, Lower. mor-
Igage rates helped many buy thelr
first home, stretching demand and
roviding » opportunlides for lecal
Eulldcn. i
_ Soclnl zervice agencles nssisted in
the introduction of a2 United Woy In
Haltop Hilla, This charltable
nization may eventuaily pro-
vide the funds to open tore zgencies

Flowering

__ . Stafif

Comment

| By SANDY CAMPBELL
Py ilerald Stalf

» The flower of cducation became
rt weed in 1986, Some of Lhose
ooking at the crossbreed saw more
flower than weed, colhers saw more
weed than fower, :
. For Roman Catholic separate
gchool supporters 1986 was b vintage
year. Through
was finplly exiended
schools.

It was a blooming lesson in justice
to the Catholics, who have been
waiting - decades -for its arrival.
Some public scheol system su
porters viewed it as a threat to th
provincial funding which they see
getting smaller every year.

“The e¢xodus of public school
students to Catholle schools did nol
happen in Halton. That result was
pmfi?:md by some as a result of ex-
tended funding. Those with such
fears ot least leamed that mon
was not the enly thing keeping hi
school students in the public system.
Parents and students showed Lhey
gre satisfied with public education.
 Consolidation t an unpleasant
deent in the noses of many Halton
Hills residents, More upsctiing than
the closing aof Speyside and Howard
rigglesworth public schools was

e secresy with which it was done.

* Information Identifylng which
schools would close leaked out from
gome members of the consolidation
committee, The . commillee as o
whole did not want that infermation
released too soon. Hopefully the
Board will be more about its
plans to close schools In the future.

- The fact that parents were inform-
ed so lale in the consolidation pro-
cess justified their anger, By getting
[nvelved in o protest ﬂrpmin
closures, many parents learn
more about the Board. That was one
of Lhe benefits of Lhe consotidatlon,

The closing of one publle school

to Catholic

BIll 3, full funding

Lo heip the needy.

Councl! set its sights at Improving
pur road systems in lts budget and
the '429-home development by
Enterac was approved.

Halion ‘Heglonal Pollce offlcers
were smiling afler being granted the
go-ahead to build o safety village lo
teach children about the rules of the
road. :

Feslvul Five, celebrating (flve
years at the Halton Hills Librory-
Cultural Cenire, was a sUCCeHs,
There was an opportunity [for
everyone who enjoys the aris {o par-
Hl:ipﬂlt-

The Georgelown Girls Pipe Band
did us proud In Scolland when they
won lhe best overseas band award
after many monlhs end years of
dedicaled praclice.

The future looks bright for the
Scotsdale Farm property which
could one day host a site for a
herllage borse park. A sludy and
negotlations are siill underwny for a
use for the S54G-acre property. A
horse park would be 2 boon 1o
tourism and help to further put
Halton Hills "on the map'.

The year also had s (tragle
momenls and disappolniments. Bul
thet's best left for another day,
another editorial,

The lown of Halton Hills is matur-

Ing; we can see the signs, Be o pari
of lis growth. apeak well of your
home fown, becpuse il's o greal
place tolive.

We could do with a little more pro-
motion.

education

led to the opening of a secparate
gchool. Bishop Heding Secondary
School is temporarily using what
was the Speyaide Public Schoel
building. This
rides for- many
students.

The future of Speyside and Wrig-
glesworth publlec schools is “before
the courts. Should the Speyside Aren
Ratepayers Association win Its court
case, both schools might open again.
A victory for the Speyside up
would mean reversing consolidation
committee recommendations and
many headaches for the public
board in 1987. At least they would be
etting a renovated Speyside school

ck: the separate board renovated
the Speyside school.

One of the interesting relation-
shlps to watch In 1987 wili not be on
orime time television but in the

locel Catholic

_ news, as the public and separate

boards grow more dependent on one
another, :

Local Trustees Arlene Bruce and
Dick Howitt etched their names a iit-
{le deeper in Halton’s hislory by ser-
vli:;f as chalrman and vice-
chairman of the public board. In the
separate board, Trustee Irene Me-
Cauley served her first term as vice-
chairman. All but Trustee Howitt
were re-glected to these positlons for
1987, _

The public board lost three
separate schogl trustees in 1986
Separate schoal lrustees have sat on
the public board since it was formed
in 1968. Milton and Halton Hills
Trustee Don Gordon lost that posi-
tion with the public board.

Meanwhile, Lhe separate board
gained three French trustees, who
wil] serve at large in Halton until the
next municipel electlon.
Georgetown resident Ken Norman 1s
one of them.

For students of the public bouard
the good news In 1988 was that the
strap was abolished, It stlll exlsts In
thmumte board, but is very rare-
Iy :

Public school taxes rose hﬁ 6 per
cent in 1988. Whether the tox hike for
1587 will produce flowers or weeds
hesyettobescen, .

means shorter bus

occupa

The rhetoric is getting rough

The rhetoric is getting rough,
“With this Minister of -labor,

workers do not have a chance of sur-

vival."”

Thot wns New Democratic Party
tional henlth and safety critic
Eli Martel attacking Labor Minister
Nill Wrye in the Assembly.

*1 have spent the past while listen-
ing to o lot of nonscnse from the
(NDP) side. I have heard a lot
nonsensical so-called facls,

*“When they are reviewed, they
turn out not to be the facts.”

And that was one Wrye response
the same day.

Since the NDP took Wrye's charge
ns an insinuation that Martel wos ly-
ing - and since accusing -another
member of Jying iz the biggest

arliamentary no-no there is around
Enre - phe can galn some sense of the
antipathy that exists between Wrye
and his critics, :

In fact, there is an edge to the
NDP hostllity loword Wrye that one
can't remember hearing in any of
their assaults on Conservative labor
ministers over the past decade or s0.

NDP House ULeader Ross Me-
Clellan. labelled Wrye the "worst”
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By Derek Nelson

labor minister he'd seen In this
place.

To which NDP Leader Bob Rae
for labor reform so that workplace

pdded that McClellan's comiments
had **prompted a lot of discusalen in
our, cavcus, and it wos o very close
declsion in terms of ratlng who has
becn the worst labor minister in the
past 11 years. However, the present
minister still won the award."

And what has Wrye done or, more
accurately, not done to deserve such

conlempt? :
Strikingly, it is not that he I8
rcel as being any worse lhan
s Tory predecessors in managing
what Martel Invariably calls the
“swamp” - and of which hc crowns

Wrye the “'guardian’’. .

Those basle NDP complaints re-
main the same, {rom charging the
middle echelon burcaucracy in
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Labor with refusal to enforce ex-
isting law to a perceived bias toward
industry In many decisions.

Rather, what seems lo have em-
bittered MNew Democrats toward
Wrye more than other toward
ministers s that they thought more
of him. :

When he was opposition labor
critic, Wrye was verbally close to
the NDP bath in policy and attitude.

He had a genulne belief in the necd

safety was [mproved in Ontare.
(The Injury rale has actually in-
creased since the Liberals came 1o
power}.

And since Wrye had no lack of con-
fidenice that he was the man to do the
#h, the tough words continued to

ow from him even after he became
minister, '

But Martel says W never got a
hardle on the ministry, that even
with a new depuly minister acquired
in the summer nothing posilive is
ho ng urnder Wrye, !

nterestingly, the response of
some of Wrye's people is puzmle
ment. They do see choanges. They
suggest good things are taking
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_ No long-term guarantee

When Quebec MP Robert Toupin
decided to become o member of the
New . Democrotic Parly caucus,
Leader Ed Broadbent described it os
a '"'Christmas present”’,

But the blg question is whether the
present comes with any long-lerm

guarantee. And the answer, of
course, is No. :
The ocquisitlon of Mr. Toupin, a

37-year-old notary who was elected
as o Tory in 1984 and who quit that
party last May, was obviously a
cause for celebration by the NDP,
Alter atl, that party has never had &
Quebecer in caucus, and the ndditien
of this former Tory focuses renewed
attentlon on the NDP's growing

larity in the province.

| apinion polls have been consls-
tent in suggesting the NDP now are
well ahead of the Tories in Quebec,
the Llberals being far out in front.
And Mr.. Broadbenl was pleased Lo
declare that his new recruit will be
“a spokesman for us in the province
of Quebec. '

The leader went on: "It was ex-
tremely important for me (o have a
person who Is honest and who knows
the phlliosophy of our party and is
totally at ease with it."

‘But it's not just n question of
whether Mr. Toupin iz at ease with
the NDP phtlosophy. . The bigger
jssue i9 whether vofers™” will accept
him as & credible disciple.

NOT EASY

Quite apart from the fact that
Cancdian volers, and particularly
Quebecers, tend to be rather unkind

- A holiday message

By DON KNIGHT, M.P.P.
Halton-Burlington

- With the Hollday Season upon us I
" went to express my ho hat the
new year will be a healthy and pro-

gperous one for all.

. My colleagues and T have been

working hard over the past few

weeks to Introduce some Impartant

E:_itlilivﬂs befare the Christmas
enk.

*Among the Items which were
recently iniroduced wasz leglalation
regarding “'Poy Equity” .in lhe
ic ond private sectors, The
E:muurnble fan Scott Introduced (hls
legislation which is the most com-
prehensive in Canada and which will
ensure that gender discrimination
has no place In our society. With pay
equity, workers will - recelve the
same wage for jobs that are con-
sidered to be of equal value to the
employer, even il the lobs are not
gecessarily the same.

* »The Honourable Jack Riddell an-

nounced the OFFIRR PLUS Pro-
gram. With OFFIRR PLUS the far-
ming sector wiil receive an -addl-
tional $96 millon in interest relief.
This will bring the totzl to $248
milllon over the next three years. As
many as 18,000 [armers are ex-
ﬁlui to apply lor the OFFIRR

us pmﬁrum. New or beginning
farmers will aplso be able lo par-
ticipale,

Inltiatlves were also taken in the

Soclal Services and Environment

{

reas.
§ The Honourable Jim Bradley an-

nounced flnes of up to &
uarter ol a millton dollars a doy for
ﬂw moet serious pollution offepders.
ibliity for pollution will
now go right to the top; offlcers and
directors of corporations will have Lo
take all reasonable steps to prevent
llution offences. Failure to do so
will In itself be a violation of the low,
and of fenders could be jalled,

The Honourable J Sweeney in.
troduced leglslation to imrrmre in-
formation regarding odoptien. This
legislation would aMlow ado ted
chlidren and thelr natural {amilics
to learn cach olher's identitles after
the children reach adulthood and
providing both sides give thelr con-

sent. .

tful planning for the retire-
mmmmpl of Ontorio citizens
resulted in the introduction of far
reaching pension reforms recently,

The legislotion contains a number
of substantial reforms. Full-time
employees will be eliglble to joln
their pension plan after two years of
service re, ess of thelr age. This
I8 o change from the usual practice
that required a worker to have been
employed for 10 ycars and be at least
45 olds old. Part-time employees will
be eligible to Eﬂin nfter 2 consecutive
yvenrs of service provided they have
eamed a certaln minlmum amount,

My colleagues and 1 will be br-
inglng forward many more new and
important inltiatives when the next
sesslon of the Legislature begins In
the new year.

I want to take thils uppﬂrlunltg to
again wish everyone s esafe and hap-
py Holiday Season.

Ottawa
Report

By Stewart MacLeod"

lo political turncoats, Mr. Toupin
has other ditficulties to overcome.

. He not only walked out of the Tory
caucus In a huff, he was carlier b
supperter of Lhe Quebee Liberals.
And, rightly or wrongly, he had
developed a reputation within the
Tory caucus of not being a good
team-player.

Whether Mr. Toupin actually
toved with the idea of jolning the
federal. Libergl caucus 8 an
whose version you accept. He says
he never considered such a step,
nlthough he was invited in.
However, Raymond Goameauw, the
Quebee lleutenant to Liberal Leader
John Tumer, says no such approach
was ever made. He says Mr. Toupin
lacks “sufficlent political stability”
for the Grits.

Only when you think of some
Liberals who were accepled, do you
rcalize the enormity of thls put-
down.

Mr. Toupin, who quit the Torles
over the closing of a Montreal oil
refinery, sald he was originally at-
tracted to the party “because they
presented it as the Progressive Con-
servative Party - but it iso't pro-
gressive, IU's just conservative.”

However, in some of his earller
parlinmentary speeches, Mr. Toupin
ceripinly didn't indicate he had trou-
ble with this. In June 1985, as New
Democrats were rolling against the
first budget of Finance Minister
Michael Wilson, Mr. Toupin was
stoutly defending it ns "'couragequs
because 1L increases indirect and
direct taxes."”

He said it contained “'a new vislon
of Canada where Individuals and the

WRITE US

What do you think aboul what I8
happening In Halten Hills..in this
province...across  the notlon  and
around the world?

We are interested in your opinion,

The Herald Invites itz repders to
expreas their opinion through our

cltizen's forum section,
All letiers must be plgned and in-

clude an address, Your phone

‘numiber should be listed In order for -

rivate sector will pln_vqan increas-
ngly lmportant role."” That's not ex-

actly the stuff of Lthe New
Democrals.
RIDING PROBLEMS

Mr. Toupin had also applauded the
Mulroney government lor using "the
living stren af the market and
banks..”" He also bad high praise for
the government's $500,000 lifetime
capital gains exemption,

But on joining the NDP he had this
to say about the Tories: *“[ reproach.-
ed the party because of ils lack of
direction, because it fovored the in-
teresis of high flnance and the
multinationals to the detriment o
ordinary people.”’ - .

As Prime Minister Mulroney once
sald in a different context, “‘we¢'re
having diffleulty getting our
messoge across.”’

But it's not just in political

ilosophy or credibility that Mr.

oupln is likely to run into trouble.
There's the more practical problem
of holdlng his Terrchonne seat
Although long held by the Liberals,
the riding is regarded a3 somewhat
conservative,

In the 1684 election, Tory Toupin
swept the constltuency with nearly
44,000 votes, defeating Liberal in-
cumbent Roland Comtols by 25,000
voles. The NDP candidale reccived
only 6,454 vules,

And the entire executive commit-
tee that worked for Mr. Toupin says
it will remain loyal ta the Tories,
The party claims to have more than
700 ml:mgers in the riding while the
NDP has virtually no organization,
Te the ostonishment of no one, the
Conservatives now are plonning a
membership blitz in Terrebonne,

While ail Quebec scats might well
be up for grabs (n the next election,
you can safely assume that the Con-
servatives will spare no effort to
hold Terrebonne., And given Mr.
Toupln's political lineage, he could
be In for a very rough ride - even if
he does manage to say al]l the right
things.

A LETTER

us to verify the eignature. Please
keep your letter briel and to the
point. The maximum length s 400
waordy,

Send your letters to;
The Herald,
453 Guelph Streel.
Georgelown, Ont.
L7018

" elected  presidemt  of

¥

Minor changes
to Enterac
agreement

e N —
Minor changes to Lhe Enterac Pro-
perly Corporation's plan of subdivi-
sion for Georgetown Soulth were ap-
proved by town council last Monday
night. i .

Most of them are design changes
to the draft plan approval conditions
passed last December by council

Coun., Betly Fisher had some dil-
ficulty with one alteration (hat
stoted Enterac, out kuf Its I:ocpliet,
must prepare a park conce an
thot sﬂlifﬁm the town's p&mﬂng
director,

Coun, Fisher was concerned the
“concept'' might be beyond coun-
cil'’s budget and would be lepdin
home buyers to expecl great wm

|

Town Planner lan Kreith said the

lot levies pay for the development of
Lhe r:nmmunﬁ:,r ark and the concept
plan will be on a budget accordingly.
He reassured Coun, Marilyn Ser-
jeantson there won't be auy active
recrcational uses for the community
near the residence. Raiher
there will he more possive wses like
swings and sfides for small chlldren,
There won't be any Lt tennis courts.
Coun. Norman Elliott sold he was
satisficd with the nlteratlon amd sald
il delegations were lo come (o coun-
cil from the Enlerac homes, they
could be complaining aboul a lot
more than the park, lkely about
things counctl hasn't even dream

wonderful things. ol ~

3

place,
They think the NDP i Jjust
politicking out of fear of losing labor

volers lo & popular Liberal govern-
ment.

An outsider has a difficult time .
judglng the truth of much of this, .-
especlally in as murky a ministry as-
Labor, about which no two stories .-
describing the same event ever have - .
" the same punchline. -,
But there is no doubt that some of

the arrogance is gone from Wrye's
responscs in the hssemhli;.

And one can'l help but ralse an
cyebrow in wonder at how he is
handling the allegations about sex,
drug and treatment irregularities at
the Downsview RHRehabilitation Cen-
tre of the Workers' Compensation
Board,

Whaot the Assembly has seen is, as
New Democrat Ress McClellan nice-
Iy put it, “the most extraordina
situation of three separate tas
forces commissioned by the same
minister” on the same problem.

Frankly, It doesn't look good for
Wryc's retaining his portfolio when
ﬂ;bintt shuffle ume comes later this
WInier,

The winners of the Georgetown

Chamber of Commerce home

decorating contest were announced.

The twelve winners are He
Coptond, 91 Mountainview Hoad;
Bob McColgan, 3 Temple Road;

Herb Roshier, 20 Churchill
Basil Pacini, 2 Bardl Lane;
Davidson, 10 Albert §t.;
Parker, 41 Albert Si.; Harold Henry,
15 Market St.: Bill Carr, 81 Prince
Charles Dr.; Ted Evans, 97 Prince
Charles Dr.; James Young, 10
Shelley &t.; Cal Lalster, 14
Yalleyview Road and Clarence
Heslop, Reid Court,

J.H. Taylor of "Appleby was
the Halton
Federation of Agriculiure at the an-
nwal meeting in Fairview School.
His- vice-presidents are R. Lakirg‘i.
Mac Sprowl, Ed Fish and B
Harris,

The Norval Presbyterian Church
had their Christmas concert. The

Cres.;
Cecil

chairman of the event,” Rev. G.
Lockhart, and Sunday school
superintendept  Thomas McGee

organized the concert.

15 years ago

Kenneth Blair of Guelph was
named judge of Halton district and
county courts. The announcement

wns made in Ottawa by Justice
« Minister John Turner.

Bud James was featured in Lhe
Herald ps a man who dedicated 20
years to minor hockey, He “recently
retired ns  the HRoyal Canadian
Legivn's Saturday Morning Hockey
chairman.

Rick Dowding, one of the profes-
sionals of 1he Georgetown Fi

gure -
Skating Club, is troining an Oakville

brother and sister for- the Canadian
uhumpinnahi 5.” Debble and John
Dowding will skate in London for the
Canactian title,

Three Georgetown midgets were:
in the lincup of the Tri-County
Midget All-Stars who were defeated
by a North York all-star team.
Hepresenting Georgetown were
Glenn Robinson, Alex Ovenden and
Gord Willlams,

10 years ago

Georgetown lawyer Dick Howllt
and Acton School Principal Gary
Dawkins received up?uinlmi:nu la
the Halton Board of Education. Mr
Howitt will serve three Ezi;m with
the Halton Hills Library rd. Mr.
Dawkins will be the new principal at
Acton's middie school. He has beemn
the principal of M.Z. Bennett.

'I'ﬁe. Holton-Peel Highland Games
Association received 3 Wintario
grant of $1,58. The moncy wiil be
used for transportation, and fees for
ju’dg[.s‘ *

Gearge Groy and Fred Zorge were
at the opening of Mountclair
Developments on Armsirong
Avenue. The company had an of-
ficial opening aofter offices were
moved from Guelph Street,

. o years ago

Town councll opposed reslorin

“the century-old Acton town hall,

7-5 vote decided the maller.,

Maria Jaramillo
husband with a pew baby Christmas
Day., The baby, Jesus Antonlo
Jurnmillo, woas elpht pounds six
ounces and was borm in Georgelown
snd District Memorial Hosplital,

Evelyn Madden won a 14 inch col-
or television from Zellers, The
presented by  Zellers' rep Helen
lRoberison was second place In the
slore's Christmas Sweepatakes
Draw, ‘

The local Red Cross is seeking
donations for Poland. The Interna-
tional efferl called Polish Rellef Pro-

F,rnm is secking Lo ralse $7.5 million
' u "

r needy Poles this winter,

POETS
CORNER

PLEABE BE THERE
Wanting
to l}rnuw you
moYye completely
than the reflectlon
who shares my mirror
- 1search
Each time
Iturn my back
you both
disappear
When I look agnin
wlll you
be hack,
—Hy MARLOWE C. DICKSON,
Becton, Outatio

i

Dick ..

presented  her
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