Bonanza of giff books

By YINCENT EGAN
Thomson News Service

The Christmas gift of last resort may well
be 2 book. It can easily be a first cholce, of
course, but if you find yoursell otherwise
bereft of Inspiration It's probably the mosl
d dable solutinn, _

ere is o round-up of nates on some of the
more interesting E-ooks of thiz year in
publishing:

'=lions In Winter., by Chris Goyens and
Allan Turowelz {Preplice-Hall Carnada; 418
pages; $19.98). An anecdoie-filled history of
the world's champion Montrcal Canadiend,
told from the perspective of o sportswriler
{Goyens) and a sociclogist. No sports fana are
more loynl than those of the Habs, now a 76
year-old dynasty - ond those fans will relish
this Insiders’ look at the players, coaches and
. managers of a unique team,

-~ Beglnner's Guide to Canadlan lumor,
ediled by Lynette Stokes ond Pamela Chichin-
skat (Eden Press; 144 pages; ¥9.95). If your
jdea of fun is to stick in the dagger of satire,
then twist it, you will enjoy Lhis "'gulde'’ with
its paredy of an Enton's fiyer, a report on a
royal visit to Canada, and the purported
memoirs of Plerre Elliot Trudenu, Lots of
lnughs,

~Letlers ['ve Been Meanlng lo Wrile, by
Altan Gould (Fltzhenry and Whiteside: 105
" pages; $9.85 paperback). Telllng off those
theughtless people who bug you se much -
that's catharls like Shakespeare used Lo
maoke. Torohto-based humorist Gould airs out
o multitude of his pel peeves in this collection
of 100 witty, yet biling, imaginary missives -
to the secretary who puts him on “Hold" in-
terminably, to pecople who send him
photocoples circulars in lieu of Christmas
cards, Lo the travel agent who booked him into
a Caribbean flea-trap, and, of course, lo an
airline president.

—Fathers, edited by Alexandra Towle
(Eden Press; 256 pages; $24.85). This is an
entertaining yet thought-provoking anthology
of writings about {nnd sometimes by} fathers,
from George VI to Josef Stalin, from Oliva
Dicnne {o Merdecai Richler. The author was
fortunate in her choice of father and step-
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father, but a swrprising number of her
literary eptries are by chlldren who hated
theirs. Nevertheless, ﬂ.'s a collectioh that
fathers, especlally, will probably find
themselves quoting [rom at every oppottunily
- aind 50, too, will their offspring.

=The Rallwny Siatlon; A Social History, by
Jeftrey Hichards and John M., MacKentle
{Oxford Unlversity Press: #0 poges: $29.95).
Whatever the [uture may hold for passenger
rail service, the era of the great rallwoy sta-
tions s in eclipse in most parts of the world.
Stations, and the uadjacent rnllwug' hotels,
constitute o signlficant ond colorful branch of
architecture, and their mystique is ably cap-
tured here by two British academics, both
historlans of popular culture, Their scope is
worldwlde, s is the public interest in these
symbels of natienb - too many of which
have already dispppeared.

—Chef and Doctor on the Run, by Doug and
Olane Clement (Ralncoasi; 188 pages, spiral-
bound; $14.35), This is a unique husband-and-
wife collaboration: Doug Clement is o sporls-
medlcine doctor with a specle] interest in
nutrition, and Diane Clement is a [ormer
Olympic athlete and the author (on her own)
of two popular cook books, Here, he offers
valuable advice about maintaining good
health by self-discipline in such matlers as
exercise, smoking and calfecine in-take, and
she supplies the glamorous menus for suc-
cessful dinners.

—Faye Levy's Chocalate Senantions
{HPBooks Inc.: 208 pages; 315}, Decided!
not for the st:lf-dlscjr ined "and strong-willed,
this (s o show-stoppin
150 recipes for chocolote desserls, both
classical and innovative, written in clear and
simple terma. Levy, a well known U.S. food
writer, offers chaplters on each aspect -of
chocolnte creations - cokes, pastries, pies,
motsses, souffles, cookies, ice cream and so
o, '

—blnah"s Cupboard Cook Book, by Dina
Koo and Janiee Poon (Colllns; 208 poges:
$16.95). Here |s on advanced course in {ood
preparation from the proprietor of an u?-
market Toronto shep specinllzing in exotic
spices and condiments.
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