A Chrisimaz present from Canada
Post...the new 29-cent ppecial discount
stamp lasued for the hollday season |
nhow on sale. The stamps ore to be used

f

oh lpeciiuy tndtd envelopes avallable

In stores now. The stamps for the 1388
Christmas season were Iaunched |[n

Toronto and postal employee Billy
Yoods helped out as Santa.

Choosing good toys
1sn’t child’s play

Choosing good toys Is far from child's
Play, say consumer experts.

The wind.up, ride-on, asﬂcmhly-rc?uired
world of toys that so delights chlldren,
often confounds their parents with the
sheer number of products available, '

“Some stores offer acres of toys from
which to choese," says Pat Weldon of the
Ontario Ministry of Consumer and Com-
posaible to pick out. the. best plagthings Lo
posaible to pick outl the playthings
mmpari:;? a few important factors and do-
Ing a bit of resenrch before buying."

One populnr source of information, The
Tay Heport, will be released In October as

of nptional Consumer Week. Produc-
¢d annually by the Canadlan Toy Testing
Council, the report rates more than 1400
playm. .The 1987 edition s b-elnq
publ .with the help of the Conmumners
Assoclation of Canada (CAC) and will be
available on newsstands across the coun-

try.

- Each featured 15 asseseed in termas of
aafety, play value and durabllity, says
Julle Creighton, an executive on the coun-
cll. The new also includes a “‘best
bet" Jist and other hints for toy-hunters.

To get the most from The Toy Report
and similar atudies, consumers showld use
the infermation they provide as a
. reference when comparlson shopping,

Don't pick o toy ba solely on & good
rating. Be sure the product is sultoble far

your child, Ms. Weldon,

Children often ask for particular toys
just  becpuse ther are connecled with
popular  television programs, Ms,

~ Creighlon  explalns, Based on g

characler's animated exploits, children’s

expectations of a toy can be unrecalistic, .

For exomple, plasiic fi may not even
be bendable or a cuddly-looking creature
could tum out to be heavy or unappealing
to the touch.

“We think parents should alk & lot more
with the child® she says. "Don't- be

- negative about the toy In question, but Lry

to flnd out 1 the chlld's expectations are
going to be fulfilled. Often, the best thing [s

to go [nto the toy store and ask to see the
toy out of its bax.*

Visils to a few Loy stores can settle many
concerns and questiona for child and
parent allke. Plan to make the trip well in
advance of Christmas - before hopes and
dreams have seitled on particular pro-
ducts. Look at oll the toys available, in-
specting  likel carefully for
_snfety, ease of use and durabllity - this is
where ratings can help, [s the item. ap-

propriate for the age and abilitles of the.

child? Is it iIntended (o be an actual
plaything or Is lla purpose Eurel}'
decorative? Sales staff may be oble (o
onswer questions or offer advice about
particulpar products.
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KNITTING MACHINE

$249°

MEMO-MATIC
MODEL SK-700
PUNCH CARD KNITTER

*  SAVE $zwn

l N E R 211 Guelph St.
: Northview Centre

Georgetown 873-1853

5 popular stitchas = Built-
in ttonhater = Drop-in
bobbin » Adjusts to
various fatyric
Lhickne s sos » Freo arm
for sewing sieeves « Buill-
in camrying handle '

ONTARIO OUTDOORS
BAIT & TACKLE LTD.

110 McLaughlin Rd. N., Unit B, Brampton
{416)459-3941 |

. CHRISTMAS
%z - SPECIALS
- The Outdoor Persons Christmas Store

For The Fly Tyer
“POCKET” Tool Kit

Leather Reel Pouch
Perfect Stn_cking Stuffer

Get a Lightning Rod”
FREE"!
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ROD & REEL COMBO
Valued at ¥49.95
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