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Celebrate the season

Experience a pioneer Christmas .

with Black Creek yule excursion

Celebrate the Season

By Linda A, Fox

Cheatputs reasting on an open
fire, Jack Frost nipping at vour
nose, All thiz and more heralds a
good old-fashioned Ontario
Christmas.

When the Christmas shapping,
baking and  tree-trimming ore
finished on the home froni,
fomilies can take in a variety of
lestive evenis all around the pro-
vince.

And what better place to get
back into the past than at tha
little bit of country on the edge of
the city - Toronto’s Black Creck
Pioneer Villege.

Until December 24, the pioneer
community ot Jane Street and
Stecles " Avenue celebrates
Christmas in the Village.

The Town Hall, the docior's
house, the eabinel maker's shop,
and zll the other village buildings

-~ are decked out in Christmuos

finery. In the Town Hall, you can
tnduige  yougself decorating
Christmas cookies. The cabiner
maker will be hammering and
shaping a variety of stmple
wooden 1oys 1o delight todav’s
youngsters, just as thev did in
days gone by.

In the new Visitors Cenire, toys
are still the theme, A display of
19th century play-things from the
Percy Bank Toy Collection will
delight all. There are dolls,

vehicles, animals and games that .

thrilled Canadian children in the
last century,

Il you cnier the Half Way
" House, an 1850 n, you mighi
Pass under "the kissing hall'',
strategically placed in the hall
“Seasonal refceshments are avail-

- able here an well as hearty holiday

fare - mincemeat, cider and the
icresistible aroma of fresh bread,

A turn-of-the-century Yule
would not be complete "without
carollers, and Black Creek
Pioneer Village has stralling
minsirels weekends between
2 p.m. and 4 p.m. There is also a
I5.-minute  movie entitled
"Christmaa in Pioneer Times"
shown on the hour cach day.

Black Creck Pioncer Yillage is
open %:30 a.m. 10 4 p.m.,
weekdays; 10 a.m. 1o 4:30 p.m.,

. weekends,

Visitors 1o Toronto will also
wanl lo take in-some of the ‘many
Yuletide programs at the Royal
Ontario Museum, 100 Qucen’s
Park. |

Festive Christmas trecs, de.
coraled in the siyles of 1en djf.
ferent countries, benutify the
museum. The Irees are sur-

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS NIAGARA FALLS

rounded by authentic haliday de.

“corations and creches from ench

land, - :

On the weekend of Dec. 1415,
muscumn slall dressed in iradi.
tianal costume will telf seasonal
stories and demonstrate holiday
crafis,

Closer to Chridimas Day, the

Irish Choral Society sings o selec-

tion of Irish ditties snd carcls at
1 p.m. on Dec, 22,

At the Kortright Conservation
Centre on Pine Valley Drive near
Kleinburg, the holiday spirit is
second ‘nature’,

Every Saturday and Sunday
throughout December, conserva
tion area guides will conduci
nature hikes. Beginning a1 11:30
a.m., the walks entitled Let
Heaven and Nuture Sing, will
wend their way through the park
as visitors learn Christmas folk-

"lore and nature stories,

At | p.m. a shorter hike called
We're For the Birds follows the
winter theme. Guides will teach
walkers about bird feeding, give
recipes, and go oul apd actually
feed the little festhered friends ul
boxes set up along the irails.
- If you're & modern yeungster,
you probably think every 1oy
comes with balteries. Well, i
wasn't alweys so. The third

Yuletide scason program at Kort.
right is called Batteries No
Included. At 3 p.m., Saturdays
and Sundays, , childern can ‘see
toys powered by everything from
sofar power to good old-fashioned
muscle power.

If it's hearty homemade -

goodies, carol singing and log
fires you're after, the Historic
Naval and Military Establish.
ments in Penetanguishene [it the
kill. ’ ‘

Their  Traditional Community
Christmas program takes place
Dec. 21 and Dee, 22 at the turn-of.
the-century military compound,

From the parking loy, you'll be
laken to the buildings by horse.
drawn sleigh. Onee inside, =
crackling fire will warm your 10es

4% you selle in for some old. -

fashioned slory-telling.

A giant tree steals the show,
with ernaments made by local
high school art students, Fitting in
with the. Chrisimas-of-yesteryear
theme, there is also a display of
Victorian postcards.

Strolling carollera and festive
baked goods round out the holi.
day feeling,

Canada’s honeymoon paradise
s also a photographer’s paradise
ot Christmas, when Niagara Falls
literally lighta up.

For the third annus) Inter-
national Festival of Lights,
Niagars Falls, Ontario has joined
with Niagara Falls, New York 1o
iluminate these Lordering citjes
with more than $1.6 million warlh
of Christimas-themed light
displays.

In addition to the ilfluminations,

~ which continue 1o Feb, 22, 1986,

there is a host of evenis planned
over the holiday seasan, including
children's concerts, arts and crafis
exhibits, hockey, and midget car
racing tournaments.

“Among the lighting displavs is
the world’s largest candle. The
Minolta Tower is transformed into
a huge candle tewering 663 fepr
above the Niggara Gorge. The
Skylon Tower pets all decked oyt
like a Christmas tree with more
than 5,000 bulbs. And the Best
Western Motor Hosel becomes o
huge gift-box with more than
12,000 lights,

Even the Fails themselves take
on a shimmering hue, as the jce
builds wp and is illuminated in
reds, greens and blues from the
floodlights. A spectarular sight!

Just five miles south of 1he |
Falls, the histeric village of |

Chippawa presents the warld's
largest music hox in the lown
square, surrounded by brightly liy
Christruas irecs,

At the Joseph Schneider Haus
Muscum in Kitchener, a 19th-
century Punch and Judy Show will
Ret. the youngsiers in the apirit
cach weekend in December. The
annual Christmas Gallery  will

feature gift-giving customs over

Lhe centuries.

Candlelight tours of the
museum are scheduvled for Dec. 27
and Dee. 30, followed by a
warming cup of mulled ecider.

The museum is located at 466

Queen St Soulh in downtown

Kitehener and is open Wednesday

to Sunday,

Simcoe's famous Christmas -

Panorama continues througout
the month of December. There are
over. 60 colourful displays de.
picting everything from NUrsCry
rhymes to the nalivity scene,

At Sir Harry Oskes Chateau, in
Kirkland Lake, the theme s
Memories of Christmas Pgst .
featuring  displavs of old-
fashioned Christmas cards. de.
coralions and gifts, This runa uniil
Jan. 3, 1986, :

All you need to do is hitch up
your sleigh and join in the fun'

For more ‘informaition call
Ontarioc Travel (416/065.4008 m
Toronte or toll free 1-800-268.
3735} and ask for 1he free booklet
“Winter Evenis™,

Adopt-
a-tree
perfect
present

Faml]lles celebratlng  Chrlstmas

this year ean acquire g special tree

that will serve 33 & reminder of this
lor years to come by
rce of their own at the
Lake Conservation Areg.
than 400 individuals,
families and business firms have
peld 350 each gver the two years to
adopt a tree in the name of a Iriend
or relutive, as part of the Halton
Reglon Conservation Foundation's
fundraising program.

The Foundation is startin Phase
il of its campaign to ralse funds to
recreate the pre-European Iroquaia
Yillage that stoed next to Craw{ord
Lake at Steeles Avenue just east of
Guelph Line in the heart of Hallon
from 144 to 1459. The date (s
precisely known because. of the ease
of dating matertal found in the uni-
que layered sediment of the Jake bot-
tam,

“We've been  thrilled  with the
respanse to our ‘Adopt a Tree' cam.
pniFn,” _ 30id  Foundation vice-
chalrman Nina Lee Craig of Burl-
Ington. **We wanted to creale some
way far familles to contribute Lo the
cimpaign and the living memorials
represenled by the  magnificent
trees of the forest around the Iake.
They

United States and Europe.”

Everyone adopting a tree may
place a numbered tog on their troe
which can be chosen from among
any in the lake or Indian Village
ared, The name of the donor, and the
tree location and number, 1s then
prominently displayed on o chart in
the “Conservation Centre, Each
denor also receives a speciol cer-
tiﬂr.'ﬂtewiththeirnamedisplayed.

Magic and
Hlusion

The Brampton Civitan Club lg
holding a Spectacular ghow of
maogle and tlusion Jan, 24 for un-
{ﬁrtunule children in the communi-
¥.

The Club js gap roaching
business in the area to uy tickets
for the underpriviieged children,
The show i3 called -the Glitler of
Magic ond will be held at the
Chinguacousy Sceonda School
auditorium at 1:36 p.m. and 4 am, .

Moncy frem the show wilfJ be us-
td for local projects such a3 g
sheltered workshop for mentally
retarded ad ael o misslng -
children's kit.

Tickels are $7 each and come in
books of $, 10 or 20 I you want to
make 4 donation, call 4528150,

Campbellville
yule ideas

A unique show of crafts and Rifis
will be held Nov. 29 and 3 in
Campbeliville, Ontario, Located In
-the Lions Club Hal] on Guelph Line
(Y4 mile south of 401), the show will
feature one of a kind it items
from artisans agd 5 people
:!Fhﬂ work ir.||j Jewelry, textiles, pot-
TY, ceramics woodworkin
as well as many other media, 2




