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Canadian bake

EDITOR'S NOTE: The above artl
cle s re-printed from a Jun. 25, 1984

edilion of The Herald,
By AN1 PEDERIAN
Herald Stafl
Bakerles all over Capadn knew
where the village of Notrval was

'‘back in the 1880¢. 1t was where the
filour Lhat made their breads and
pastries was milled.

A booming spot ln the 18005, Nor-

- vial hnd five hotels, including the

: Hollywood Tavern, a
woollen mill, a knlttng mill, a
broom I'm:inri;. n coopershop for
making barrels, n buggy shop and
couniless blacksmiths. i

Prior 1o the days of railrnods, Nor-
val was often 0 stopover for
travellers heading west.

presefit  day

Far farmers who grew grain, Nor-,

vil was the spot to oring their wheat
and barley for milling.

In the aren where Highway 7 and
Winston Churchill Boulevard now in-
tersect, Robert Noble, the grent.
great-prandfather of Halion MPP
Julinn Reed, erected a mill.

"It was considered a fair-sized
mill when Robert Noble built it, By
today's standards, it would be con-
gldered llttle,” Gord Browne of Nor-
val said.

Mr. Browne's grandfather ownod
the mill at ope time and it passed to
grandson Gord when his father died,

Robert Noble's mill waa fed by the
power ol Lhe Credit River and the ox-
en thal were hamessed (o o waler
wheel, For the anlmals, there was a
shed next to the mill,

Built by contracters Lairds  and
Grains, the mill used to make wheat,
E?ca and hard wheat bread flours.

y grown wheat was suitable
Iugﬁr.ustry flour amd teams of horsesd
wotldcome to Norval, hauling grain.

Business thrived and the ori
small mill was enlarged, In
d.a{n, farmers ned for the
miil's services, using the old barter
gystem,

In 1918, Colanel Alec Noble, the
son of Robert Noble built the Credit
Hiver dam which still atands today.

N LJ
2T g
5 i

This Is a pleture of the Webster Home In Norval,
former resldence of the area dector, Before the days of lhe s
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beadlng west. For [armers who grew graln, Norval was
to bring ihelr wheat and barey for milllng.

the raffroad, Nocval was often a stopover for (ravellers (Herald file photo)

From the Noble family, the mill
passed to another family In 1913, un-
til Gord Rrowne's grandfather W.B.
Browne Look 1t overin 1921,

May Cleave, retired and lving In
Brampton now, used to farm near
Norval and remembers her husband
going to the mill with his grain.

“I've seen lines of horses and
wagons dellvering wheat,”” Mrs,
Cleave sald. “We pll had a field of
wheat and we'd come there to chop

McNab first settler
to purchase Norval land

The first gettler in Norval was
Scoltish-born  James McNab who
took up land in 1820, attracted by the
unlimited water power from the
Credil. He bullt a grist and flour mil
tn 1828. The communlty soon
became known as McNabsville, As
the communlty 8 Post Ofiice
was established in 1840 and the nome
was changed to Norval. 1t s thought
that James MceNpb's, 5on took the
name frean the following verse from
a play by John Home, (Flace Nomes
inCanudza, p. 2081t
"My name is Norval; oo the Gram-

inn NS
My [ather fecds his flocks: a frugal
sWwain
Whose constani cares were 1o jn-
crt{;;.se his stl?rr.-

And keep his enly son, mysell, nt
mme.‘ll

The son Alexnnder MceNab did
keep a flock of sheep on the hills
about the village.

Jamex McNab suffered an un-
fortunate accident when a mifl stone
_ necessitating
an amputation. He sold out in 1838 to
General Sir Peter Adamson, and the
mill chnnpl:d ownership several
times until 1868 it was

by a Scoisman, Robert Noble, who

had the mill entirely refitted with
new machi ., It had eight run of
stone driven an 0 horse power
water-wheel and it had a capaclty of

-+ 200-300 barpels of flotr a day,

-Mre. Neble also did a Inrg:h gristing

cooper shop, saw
mlll and the Norval Woollen and Cot-
ton’ Batting Mills which was leased
to other operators. Mr. Noblo's som,
Col, Alex Noble carried on the

business for many years until his
retirement. His death occurred In
1965 in his 90th year, '

Norval at one time was guite a
businest community and had a car-
riage [actory, several blacksmith
shops, threc or four stores, two
shoemakers shops and two hotels.
‘An early storekeeper and the
originnl Post Master wha was pro-
minent in municipal affairs was Col.
Wm. Clay, a gentul Irish bachelor.
He was a member of the Gore
District Council before the forma-
tion'of the county in 1851, lie later
wias Heeve of Esquesing for eighteen
years and Warden of the county for
the years 1862-63 and 1881.

Norval ssed (and still does)
three churchea Anglican,
Presbyterian and Methodlst (how
United), & Iwo room school in 1876
and a wvolunteer company with a
brass boand.

It might be Interesting to note that
the wife of the Rev. Ewen McDonald
the Presbyterlan minister from 1926
to 1935 was the writer L.M, Mon-

. tgomery who was author of “Anne of

Green Gobies’” and many other
books which still have their appeal

to girls in their teens,
In the disastrous flood of 1954
nown ns “Hurrleane Hazel'' the

dam and mill race were badly

damaged and never rebullt, Like so

many other small communitics, the
doy of the smnil business has

and Norval has lost much of lis

formel prosperity. :

, —From A History and Allas

of {the County of 1lalton

by the Halton District

Women's Inatitule

" business,” she sajd of t

it."” '

Lifelong Norval resident Dorothy
McLean remembers hltching rides
to the mill with the farmets who
-would then come to her dad Robert
Watson's sweet amelllng bake shop
for (resh bread. :

“It was a very {lourishlng

mill.

However, a fire Jan. 30,. 1930 slow-
ed down the milllng operation.
“Although the cause of the fire

1 Rogetta St.
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wus never determined, my father
always said (L was Epontaneous com-
bustion,” Mr. Browne aald,

Full of grain, the mill burnt for
months and months.

“It was a fierce, fierce flre, it
was,"”" Mre. McLean sald. *The heat
from the fire melted the snow on Lhe
roofs in the centre of the village
even,

*1 remember thinking how terrd-
ble it was that. they couldn’t do
something to stop it,” she sald,

Born in Norval, Mary Couper

r

orval

Maxwell can remember Lhe {ire that

- took the mill.

It lit the whole countryside here.
If you've ever bumt a pot of por-
ridge, that's what the whole area
smelled like for weeks and weeks,”
she said. 'The ysmoke was still com-
tng out from the heart of Lhe mill
cven on Easter Sundny.”

Feuple driving through Norval in -
the middie of the night would ring
the alarm “'Fire, fire, fire!” and it
was  just  (he wheat that was
smowldering away. and had been for
weeks, M3, MeLean said,

alr. Browne remembers his dad
broke o window and wenl into the
burning building with tnwnsﬁmn
Johnny Shephard to get the ks,
The mill was (ull of wheat at the
time of the fire and the senior Mr,
Browne wanted te'be able to show
farmers they'd already been paid.

. The sehnier Hr. Browne lost a ot of

Blood and was unconscious for a
time after.

“My dad was upset because there
wasn't enough insurance to pay for
the mill and all the wheat in 1f,” Mr.
Browne said. By the time everyone
was patd off, therc wasn't enough
money left over to pay for the erec-
tlon of ancther mill comparable In
slze, he said.

There was only enough money left
to put up s S0-barrel-a-day mill lor
maltgi diastatic [lours and

el Malt. The Canadlan Malting
Company of Toronto used to buy
from them.

Although the large mitl was lost
the grist mill was gaved an

rated until 1954 when Hurricane

azel took a chunk out of it and

washed the waves of the Credif
Riverinloit.

Mr. Brownie has fond memorles of
the mill, and even when he {oined the
armmy at 18, although he was exempt
s were all {ormers and millers, Mr.
Browne took with him a picture of
the mill as it once stood.

He still has the pleture in a phote
album, o little worn ot-the edges,
and on hls wall, he has a painting of
the mill by a local artist.
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