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George Kennedy settled

in town, giving his name

The man after whom Georgetown is
named, George Kennedy, was one of a group of
seltlers who came (o Esquesing Township from
the Niagara region. George's faiher, like many
others in that neighbarhood, had been 3 United
Empire Lovalist and George, along with
several brothers, had participaled in the War
of 1812.° George's legacy of a stint in the
Artillery was partiol blindness in bath eyes.

After the war, older brother Charles

Kennedy was hired to survey part of one of the

new tawnships the government had purchased
from the Indians. In the process he identified
some of the best land and shertly before the
survey was completed, about 1819 - 1820, five
Kennedy  brothers claimed land in the
neighburhood of Georgetown: George, Morris,
Charles, Samuel and John, In addition, their
brother-in-law, Banajah Williams came (p
setile in the area now known as Glen Williams,

A5 the community grew up around the
Kennedy  seltlement, George expanded his
aclivities’ to include not just farming but
milling, uslng power provided by Silver Creek,
- subsidiary of the Credit Hiver. He is reputed to
have run ene of the first grist mills in the aren
and in the 1840s was complimenied far some
prize-winning wool produced at his  Tocal
factory, -

Yhen Georgetown was booming in the
18505 George had much of his lond surveyed
ime Jown lots and named the strecls after his
children, He died in 1870 having seen the
community grow frem o wilderness into a
thriving centre of farming and commerce.

The Hennedy family would not build
Georgetown on their own. In 1837 the Barber
brothers moved to the area from Dundas, the
first of several generations who would contrib-
ute te the history of the community. In the 18508

the Barber Mills produced more walipaper

than any other place in the province, and by the
Inte 1880s the Barbers may have been the first
to harness hydro electric power for manufactu-
ring in North America. Other pioncers includeo
James Young, groin and genera! merchant
{the.village's first reeve), and Philo Dayfoot,
feunder of the local leather industry.
Georgetown became the railroad centre
of the area after the opening of the Grand

“Frunk Railway in 1856 and the Hamiltan and

Nortliwestern Railway some 20 yvears later, A
third rail connection was the Toronte Suburban
Railway inaugurated in 1917, These brought
plenty of business toe holels like the Railroad
Fxchange, and the Clark and Bennett Houses,

where travelling sulesmen would rab elbaws at

Lhe bar with tocad farmers who came to tuwn to
selt thelr produce and pick up supplies, -

Georgeluwn continues to flourish | Lay
with a charming, older style downiown nrea

surrounding Main and Mill Streets and served .

as a setting for several motion piciures and
television dramas in pecent years,

From the days of the picneers, George-
town grew rapidly inte an important communi-
Ly. Nearly 700 had arrived by 1845 and when
licorgetown wus finully incorperated as a
village in 1864, there were about 1,400 people,
rivalling Oukville as Lhe largest community in
Halton County, Over the following century the
community grew steadily, becoming & town in
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Pioneer ‘citizen’ Mr. Hale a ,

First World War veteran

EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr. Hale has been chosen ax the June ‘86 Flunrrr'{.‘llhm of the Year. Tle
be presented with the award Saturday June 21 §n downtown Georgelown, On the occa-

slon of the Royal Canadian Legion's Dlamond Jubilee,

It was decided 10 award o lohit-

slanding Leglon member, The Pioneer award Is sponsored by the Halton 111115 Herald.

By ANI PEDERIAN
_ Herald Staff

He may not dance much anymore, but
Harry Hale can stili eroon o sweet lune,

The 93-year-old Ontario Street resident Says
he lives one day at a time, a philosophy that's
carried ' him through his life o happy. op-
timiatlc man, ' :

Born in Lendon, England, he was ene of i
family of six brothers and three sisters. He

was only six years old when his father died in .

1899 :
“I'm the lone one still alive,"” Mr. Hale
says. His wife died flve years ago, after o8
yearsd of martiage.

Mr. Hale haz a davghter Kathieen Hurst in
Acton, another daughter Joan Haines in Glen
Williams, and a son Buster Hale who lives in

[_iﬂnrﬁg:lpwh.

Although they' come occasionally to visit
andpa, all of Mr. Hale's 11 grandehildren

ive o fair distance away, as do his 17 great-

grandchildren.

"Won't be long till 1 have ]grent- Ereat
grandchildren,' he chuckled cheeri y.

Al 5 feet 6 Inches, Mr, Hale isn't a tall man.
He has grayish white hair and calis himself
“pump, not fat", ;

“I'm fond of my food," he =aid, boasting of
his culinary skllls when prodded. "' cooked

te a bit before my wife Pnssed away, and
was one of the best cooks.,*

In the summer, Mr. Hale keeps busy with
his gardening. Along with flowers, the blye-
eved lellow Eiants i vegetable garden,

Born in the poor part of Londen, he went to
public school until he turned 14,

'l:;i’uu feft school at 14 in those days,” Harry
said. :

He took on a job as errand boy in a small
grocery store before landing a better job in
the west end of London ns a “traveller's assis-

S Rt
Mr. lju!e

tant”. What thal translates into Is salesman's
assistant. Me. Hale would carry the goods for
the salesman as they went from shop to shop
plylng their wares,

Interestingly enou
selling lodies underwear,
dressey

.. the  salesman was
lingerie and

T know gll about what you giris wear. I us-
od to sell it,”” Harry said, Dresses were knee
length or longer, then. “It was my favorile job
until the war came atong.”’

in Novernber 1914, at the age of 21, Mr. Hale
joined up and was eventually sent overseas,
However, before he was sent overseas, in July
1915, Horty marcied.

"There's no love around today,” Mre, Hale
said of young couples. “Not the kind of love -
we used to have. When I was a young man,
love meant love,"” :

g:}ratiing married again isn't on Harry's
mind.

“What? Al 93, sweetheart? Who'd have an
old man at 837 he laughed.
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