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“killers™, but were men who loved

Early recollection

of Legion member

at Somme parade

The DMamond Jubllee
(What It means Lo me)
By BOB McNEILLY
Diamond Jubllee Chalrman
G.B.5, Cousens. Branch 120

At the cessation of hostilities in
World War I, the British House of
Commons prepared (o accept the
returnt of the velerans. Faced with a
massive influx of men into the work
force, and few jobs available, the
wars! was expected, |

“Men, who had been trained to be
killers were returning home. High
unemployment an bitterness
against their governmen!, who was
unable to help them, could ooly lead
to an uncontrellable inerease in the
crime rate”., (Winston Churchifl,
House of Commens 1918). The
British Government was wrong. The
increase in the come rate did not
happen. The crime rate dropped.

The men retuming were  nol

their families, their

and their country.

Throughout the country, liitle
clubs were formed. Velerans clubs,
navy clubs and regimental clubs
sprang up, so that the “boys' could
help one another and make .their
community a belter place.

To become o viable foree, Earl
out to organize Lhese
associations, this was the beginning
of the Legion. :

My early recollection of Legion
was an annual parade on July Ist,
the anniversary of the¢ battle of the
Somme. Over Lthicty per cent of the
men in one town did not return.
Many of the survivors were malmed

communilies,

Ailrborne
march on

' City Hall
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or suffered from exposure to poison

gas.

At the cenotaph, | walched as
widows wept, and the men, wearing
their medals proudly, bowed thelr
heads and remembered their dead. 1
remembered. [  will - always
remember. What [ did not realize,
nll the survivors carried bidden
seprs, (he ' remembrance of the
stench of cordite, hurnlnﬁ flesh and
the sight of comrades falling on the
balllefield.

Si:gg' years and t(wo wars have
passed, and the Legion, 600,000
strong in Canada, i5 still assisting
veterans and organizations within
jis communities,

Millions of dollars have been con-
tributed to a multitude of causes,
Much of 11, quietly and unknown.
The Legion's policy can be summed
up in the words:

“Not to strive for fame or seek for
fovours place, or build up wealth
{rom clay and sellish goals be won.
But in bumility and Dignity of
Grace, Let other men assess what
we have done.'” Anon..

Sixty years is a long time, attrition
has token lts toll, but a new young
breed, the sons and daughlters are
showing their willingness to get in-
volved in the Legion's cause. The
passing of the Torch to the associnte
members and the re-affirmation of
all members by the signing of The
Articles of Faith, guarantee the con-
tinuity of this great organization.

This is what the Riamond Jubilee
means Lo me. '
I am proud to be involved,

Distinguished and decotated,
members of the Canadian airborne
forces association marched on old
city hall Sunday, commemocaling
Allied Airbeine D-Day and the 1544
landing - at Normandy by allied
forces. -

Paratroopers {rom across Canada
and rﬂ:rﬁenung sévin  Nationas,
gathered for & woekend reunion,V.
Lockwood of Georgelown attended
the festivities.

CAFA

John McGitlis, president

said |t was the first reunion of allied

girborne invelved in the Normandy
landing since that .day., “Some of
these men haven't seen each other in
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Plclured here i3 the late Lt.-Col.
G.B.S. Cousens, lhe man whose
namme Lthe Branch 120 Legion bears,
Lt.-Col. Cousens was given tLhe
Military Crosas for his beroics in the
First World War., lle !z also the

41 years,”’ MceGillis said.
“You might say some are from the

original cast.*”
While June 6, 1944 is recognized as

the day Americag, Canadian and
British forces landed on the berches
in occupled France, it a the
paratroppers who landed first June 5
and 6, setting the stage for the beach

invaslon.
“We remember Lthe men -and

women who gave their gll that there
might be peace In the world," sald
Canon D.C. Candy at City Hall
cenoltoph ceremoeny.,

“We are deeply comsclous of the
¢ost and the personal sacrifiee af
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former postmaster in Georgelown;

The full e of the Georgetown
Branch 1 G.B.S. Cousens Royal
Canadlan Legion, Branch 120,
{Pholto submitied)

separation from (amily, friends and
ane's normal life, "’

The paratroppers were inspecled
by Major-General H.C. Pilts
Members of theCaznadian airborne
regiment and the [irst Canadian
pajachute balalllon were among
centolaph reath barriers, -

The city of Teronto declared the
inva occa on allied airbome

woekend and MeGillis was introduc-

ed in the provinclal legislature by
Premler David Pelerson.

More than 300 airborme members
allended representing the US,,
Belgium, France, the Nelherlands,
Poland, Great Brilain and Canada.
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Message
from

Norm

Ward

The Royal Canadlan Legion has -

reached another plateau in

service to veterans and the
munity

com-

1.
ment, reaching 60 years of

in each of the clties, towns

and villages in which a branch is :

situated.

Whilst its primary objeet,

lald -

down by the founders, was lo prolect -

the [nterest of Canadian Veterans
and to sccure the righls of their
dependents has been truly realized
theough thls sixty years, the Legion
has becomne the largest
erganization in Cannda.

service

1 will not elaborate on the service
to the town of Georgelown and its |

surrounding aren, nations men-
tioned clsewhere in this sup

lement i

will give some indication of financial ;

evidence of this but I must give the
example of the kld hockey program
in this town which for many years

was run solely by the Leglon and un-
countable hours were spent by an ar- -
my of Legion members and, assisted -
hi,' others recruiled by their exam- ¥
ple, will be remembered by many -
cltizens who came up through this .

system.

Again, through the efforts of our
ladies auxilinry, many readers will -

have hed contact with our branch °

the use of our auditorium
for functlons such as weddings, reu- !

nions, organizationa]l etc. events
and, of course, the many donations
of the hall lo roise fupds for com-

munlty groups and for thelr social j

events. Indeed, we have hel

olther service clubs (o

establish

themselves in the community to !
enrich this town ‘through their o- .

forts.
portunity

co-operatlon they have given us,

in closing, I would like to thank -
The - Herald, not only for the op-
to presenl ourselves ;
through this unique supplement but -
for the many years of support and -§

Norman Ward .

President -
L.t. Cal. GBS Cousens Branch 120
The Royal Canadian Leglon |
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