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1889 -- a dream year for town educators

By J.M, ROWE
Herald $pecial

October, 1889 saw the culminotion
of a dreain, ene shared by many in
Georgetown, The Georgetown High

School began educating the children -

of North Halten In its own premises.
The Board of Trustees, on behalf of
the village ond the counly had spent
311,000 10 erect o stately cdiface
behind which education would

flourish. As with all great rewards,

this school was the resull of hard
work. Years of labour, politicking,
and pressure were behind those
stones which were Georgelown High
School. ' :
The story begins when  high
schools were called Grammar
Schools and had o different ‘‘ralson
d'ctre’. Boys were usually the rule,
classics, maths, lolin, Greek and
gkentlemanly conduct were lhe core
curricnlum and the leng ierm goal

- waos usually teaching, universily, or
~ gentlemanly enterprise.,

aFor Georgelown residents, in 1865
& sludent had to travel to receive
higher education. Besides the fees,
board was necessary,
Privale schools were available like
IRockwood Acndemy and Upper
Canada Collepe, but -the fees alone
were prohibitive. Public Grammar
Schools were often reasenable and
Halton had one at Oakville and
Milton. Luckily Brampton™ and
Streetsville  Schools were open Lo
Georgetown, S
_In June, 1871, the Halton County
Council passed & request by Mr.
Barber, to introduce a Bvlaw at the

* Get the picture
at Terra Cotta

This summer at the Terra Cotta
Conservatlon Area, capture your
fonest memories of the beowtifu)
scenery, wildlife and your friends
nnj{li{m - it mtﬂdh-&gwé:ner.i

chAmpers an yvisitors at
the Terra Coltn Conservatlon Area
are eligible to enter the Canserva-
tlon Area’s Annual pholo contest.
-There s no contesl entry fee and
-photos will be accepted until Sept.
‘L. Each entrant may submit three
photos per calegory. These
categories include nature and
scenery of le involved in park
activitics. All photos must be taken
within the Terra Coita Conserva-
tion Area.
* Prizes will be awarded to the
category winners on Sept. 5, and
these fos will be displayed in-
side the Viait Service Centre
throughout the!fall season. Entry
forms are available at Terrn Cotta
Conservation Area's main gate
house or at the Visitors Service

Cenlre, '
.-This program i3 sponsored by
Consefvation

the Credit Valley
Aren, Terran Colta " Conservation
Xrea i3 located on Winston Chur-

chill Boulevard just 2 km north of

"the Village of Terra Cotta.

- ‘For more information call Terrn
Cotta Conservatlon Area al (418)
H77-9650.

) DousLE
HAPPINESS

RESTAURANT
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Specislicing

*CHINESE CUISINE
Mandarin & Cantonese

Siyla

«CARADIAN FOOD
+ish & Chips a speclalty

*CATERING TO BANOGUETS
& PARTES

. *DAILY LUNCHEON -

SPECIALS

ALTON'S 131 LICENSED
CHINESE CUISINE RESTAURANT
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336 Queen St., Acton

"BECKER'S PLAZA™
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homeowners
insurance
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Qur service
makes if aven bettar.
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877-4814 B77-6148
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How it all started at Georgetown

next mecting to establish a gram-
mar school In the village of
Georgetown. The first bid was
made, but never followed up. It did
however, get pecple thinking about
the jdea. On July 1, 16871, the high
schogl system was created in On-

. tario,

About 1874, Milton closed [ls high
school and Georgetown siudents had
cne less choice. In 1676, ‘the Milton
Champion wurged its citizens to
reorganize its high school. One resi-
dent even advanced $50 to get L
started, but education, even Lhen,

was getling very expensive,

In the 1877 Halton Counly Allas,

Georgelown ensured that it was
noted that efforts were being made
to estoblish n high schoel. The Acton
Free Press in 1881 noled
Georgetown's continuing drive for a
high schoaol of its awn.

Finally by 1885 County Counchi
had &ccepted the idea that Nerth
Halton needed o high school of its
own. People had given up the nolion
that long distances to trovel for
cverything, was necessary. Dore
and more students were going on Lo
high school. Oahville, Guclrh,
Brampton, or Streelsville H %h
Scheols were oo far and getting [ill-
ed up with their own residents,

The debate an in earnest now.
Georgetown and Milton hotly put
forth arguments in favour of thelr
towns., In April, the Acton Free
Press entered the fray, pointing ot
coimly the convenience and
suitability of Acten us the home of
the future high school. To their
chagrin, Geergetown was [inally
chosen.

At the Sept. 7, 1886 meeting of the
County Council, the irustees for the
high school board were appointed.
J.Ii. Barber, Dr, Reoland, Rev, W.G,

_w:ailm.- were tha County nominees,

|

On Ocl. 11, The Village Council of
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Georgelown completed the Board by
appoiniing Messrs. Charles Ryan, L.
and A.C. McKinlay as
trustces. . ,

The chﬁ:&luwn High School
Board immediately began the -ar-
duous task of opening the school. A
Jan, 10, 1887 date was chosen as the
appainied day. Applications for stoff
were received and pored over, At
mid-November the two candidates
were announced. To be Head Master
and Master of the Classles ond
Modern Languages (English,
French, and German) was RS,
Clark of 'the Strathroy Collegiate In-
stitute. Mr. Ciark received his B.A.
from the University of Toronlo and
then spent o year and a hall ot the
Universily .of Berlin, Germany.

Taught in Hiuton previousiy and held
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Georgetown would be his second
leaching appalntment.

As the Assistant Masier, Edward
Longman was selecled. He had

Lobsterfest was a

soid-out function
~ this year!

Get your tickets -

early for next year!!

High Schoal_ |

8 hrst-class  certificate. He was
teaching at the Madoc Model Schoal
before acceptlng the Georgetown
asslgnment. His subjects would be

Mathematies and Science.

The Board immediately had cir-
culnrs printed up and digtributed
around the Counly ond neighbouring
Counilles, They assured Iicn;?ectlvn
commulers “..that the localily is
healthful, the lown easy of access by
rall, and that board can be obtalned
at reasonable rates.” The tuitlon
[ees were set at $5 annum for the
first member of o fambly, and & flor
each additional member, Fortunate-
Iy, the fees could be paid in two in-
stallments.

H nna peen decided at ‘the E;lltﬁf.‘t

that school would meet in two rooms -

of the Public School (Chapel Street),
This would force the Junier depart-
menl of the school to move to the
Town Hall aeross  Guelph

new

o

the Georgetown Hi

The Bennett
Health Care Centre

L FINE RETIREMENT LIVING

offering

Choice of Private or Seml-Private Accommodation
in an attractive, comfortable and secure environ-
ment specifically designed for your needs.

Safuica includes:full dining room service, nursing assistance,
maid an;ﬁllaur_wdry sarvice, a variety of planned activities, use of
ff‘m amenilies including pool, beauty shop, gift shop, bar service.

The Bennett Health Care Centre

. |A noor-profit foundation sffiliated with the
Georgatown & District Memorial Hospital)
1 Princass Anne Drive, Georgetown, Ontario L7G 288

8170117

Street.

The (inal preparation was_the en-
trance exdminatlons which were eel
ot the school on December 21, 22 and

'23. The Aclon Free Press announced

the successful caondidates Trom s
area as Arthur Smith, Frank Pigott,
and Kalle Allan of Acton Public
School: Thurtell Brown, John War-
ren, Minnie Lomb, and Jennie Som-
merville of  Bannockburn School
{8.5. No, 13},

Finally, the long-awaited day ar-
rived and on Monday, Jan, 10, 1887,
School began
teaching 60 pupils in the elementary
school. The circular of November,
1888 announced that the offleial
opentng would toke ploce on the
cvening of the tenth at the
Georgetown Town Hall where
several  dignitarles would speak.
When that nlght finished, the
Trustees began to plan  their
sirategy to erect their own building,
That second dream was realized two .
years ond nine months Jater.
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