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Get your Car dealers’ sales doing just ‘great’

muffler

installed
properly

By DAVID EMSLIE
$terald Speclal

John Harrison knows what he s
talking about on the subject of muf-
flers, as he has been working on cars
for the past 11 ycars, and in muffler
shops [or the past three years,

hﬁ. Harrison is a mechan!c ot the
Thruwny Muffler centre, and he
says the most common problem he
runs inte bs bad installation.

“We have a Iot of problems with
bad installation,” he said. “'They
rattle and legk; it's a dzily thing.”

Mr. Harrisen blames this problem
on people being in the automotive
business oo long, and puiling in too
many hours.

‘““They put in 60 hours a week In
spme places,” he sald, “they get
frustraied, and just want 1o get the
job done.™

Fortunately for Thruway
customers, Mr. Harrison does naot
have this attilpde. *The way 1 look
at it is, [ I do It wrong the [irst time,
it's going to come back,'" he said,
because of the muffler guarantees.

A second common problemn with
mufflers, Mr. Harrison said, Is the
normal totting of the muffier thal
takes place. He said, however, that
there is nothing that can be done Lo
give mufflers a longer life.

Thiz leads into the subject of

rantees. “They are guaranteed
&nu&e people pay $60 for a nmul-
fler, and they want it lo last,” he
said,

When the mulflers are made, they
are made fairly cheaply as the
makers have to sell them to the
deplers, who in turn have to charge
for laber and hardware. If the muf-
flers were made expensively, the
price would be high, and people
would feel robbed, Bir. Harmson
=aid.

“The average life for everything
in the system s three years,” he
said, “but the tail pipes don't last
quite so [ong.™

Mr. Harrison explained the life of
the mulfler system varies according
lg the copditions affecting the car,
such as climate, and how much the
cor is used.

“You will get some parts that will
last only o year, and lhere i3 dlso
defective workmanship,' he said of
muf{ler parts.

They now have stainless steel
systems that will last the life of the
car, -but they cost four to five times
more than a regular system, or ap-
proximateily $1,000, the mechanic
sald.

¥or  those who may be (n the
markel for a new muffler, or muffler
system, Mr. Harrison gives o fow
wamings.

“You don’t always need a wheole
new syslem,” he said. ‘‘Be aware of
how the guy opproaches you amnd
your car, long he takes o in-
spect the car, and

tion 1s. You have 1o go
tuition."

“T'Il glve Pegﬂe a break as much
na p-ou{:le‘ mm anld. ‘;I
let e know ong a 5

peop 'I:Mn:lmi

y in-

golng to last, and if they don
coming back in six months to get i
replaced, I won't mind fixing It when
it comesin.”

He cxplained this way people can

walt for the part to wear out, and
don't have to spend exlra money lm-
mediately.

“if everything is done right, It will
::.ﬂuh the customer and myself,"” he
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With spring meking its way in
slowly, autn dealers are gearing up
for the warm weather selling boom.

Georgetown and Acton dealer-
ships arc all reporting great sales 50
tar for the spring, but most have dif-
ferent reasons for their success,

A ’‘sales representative at
Georgetown Ho gaid their sales
are going well because people are
looking for small, fronl wheel drive
CAars.

“Prople are getting away [rom ihe
big, luxury rear wheels' he said,
“they want the small, luxury, front
wheel drives.”

However, over at Hyundai Coun-
try they feel sales are up because
people with old clunkers that broke

down during the cold weather need |

new CArs.

"“It's also the summer fever [or
new cars' said Tim Allan lrom
Hyundai. “P-ople want new cars, 5o
they go oul and buy them.”

Meanwhile, Les Pelitles al
Achilles Motors In Acton said their
Mazdas are selling so well because
cveryone knows Mazdas are very
advanced ln technology.

Although a majority of the com-
Ennies have not seen a trerd In car
uying, they cach sell a car which is
a favorite with the buyer. These
range from sports cars, to mid-size
to small cars.

Capital Ford reports the Mustang
is the biggest scller prcscntlr
because of the value package includ-

Personalize your car with options

Manufaciurers offer many in-
teresting, useful optiens to address
pecial needs of buyers. The
Hamilten Automobile Club recom.
mends (hat consumers should
cvaluate all factery4dnstalled options
before deciding to buy a car *'off the
loi™ from a deader.

Even dealers wilh large inven-
tories scldom have exactly what a
buyer wanis. Also, most oplional
equipment is casler lo install in the
factory, than afjer the car 18 built.

For Instance, some motorists
prefer a sparc tire that maiches the
tires on the car. On many Chrysler
CI'J‘:HJ. and Ferd Motor Co. vehicle
models, 3 conventional, full-sized
spare tire is oplional at n cost of 380
lo$120.

Also, some General Metors Corp.
cars, including many with front-
wheel drive, can be ordered with &
higher drive gear ratie, eften at no
additional cost. This oplion gives

low-powered cars slightly quicker
acceleration in any type of driving.
The drawbacks of a higher gear
ratio ate slightly increased gas con-
sumpticn and engine noise.

I{ excess engine noise is o pro-

. blem, some cars have oplional sound

insulation packnges costing between
380 and 3160. This is offered on some
base-model Chrysler vehicles in ad-
dition to the Renault Alllance.

Smokers and olhers who might
like better veniilation in lheir cars
cap purchase pivoling Iront wvent
windows [or obout $80 on some Ford
and Mercury models.

Matorists purchating Ford
Thunderbirds who don't like (o
cheek the engine oil the old-
{ashiened, messy way — by opening
the hood - can purchase a dashboard
engine-oil warning light,

In additicn to spending extra
money on options, new-car buyers

Service your engine

Servicing your car's engine al
teast twice a year,will keep it at peak
performance. The Hamilton
Automobile Club points out that an
gut-of-tune car can usce 3 per cenl (o 8
per cent more [uel. Check your
owner's manual for speciflic instruc-
tions, and keep the following poinis
in mind:

Tﬁpurk plugs musl be in good condi-
tion.
—Ignition timing should be properly
adjusted and the cngine's [diing
speed  sel o specilication - ex-
cessively fast idling wastes gasoline.
—The asutomatic choke should func-
tlon properly - one that sticks wastes
ine.
—The carburetor's air-fuel mixture
should be ndjusted properly. .
—Check the oil level each lime you

—Take care of car-care

purchase a tank of fuel, ar at Jeast
once 0 month. Change the oil at least
twice 8 year under normal driving
conditions,

—inflale tires properly under-
inflated tires are o safcty hozard
and can cutl [uel cconamy by as
much as 2 per cent per pound of
ressure  below  the recommended
evel. Follow the car manufacturer’s
recomtnendatlons.

"inciden-
tals" 1hat coan affect Tucl use. For cx-
ample, o defective radintor ther-
mostat can waste gosoline by coxten-
ding the engine warm-up time or
decreasing ¢ epgine's operating
temperatures. Malfunctioning
automatic brake adjusters can
create brake drag., which also
wastes fucl.

Try the anti-lock brakes
for greater driving safety

Have you ever jammed on the
brakes to stop quickly, only to have
the wheels lock up and the car skid
helplessly as you lose pll sieering
control?

Happily, modern technology has
come 1o the rescue, The antl-lock
braking system, a new broking
deviee pibneered in  Europe,
prevents wheels from locking up -
even I the driver hits (he brokes
with all of his might while driving on
anicyroad,

Anti-lock brakes
available
Canado,

The Hamllton Automobile Club ex-
plains how the anti-lock brakin
systemn works. A cempuler contro

ps Lhe brakes up to 15 times per
second, halting the locking and skld-
ding of the wheels. The wheels kecp

jyrning, ajlpwing, the_driver tp Keep,

Are Now
on some c¢ars sold In
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control over the steenng along with
maximum braking eapability.

The driver feeis only a slight
pulsation of the brake pedal when
the system pumps the brakes. If the
sysiem fails, o warning light on the
dashboard alerts the driver, and the
brakes operate in a standard fashion
until repaired.

The system is not foolproof. For
example, if driven teo fulckly, the
car ettll can go Into a skid and spin
while golng around comers, Also, a
car with antl-lock braokes will not
guickly on slick pavement as
it witl on & dry road.

The H.A.C. says, manufacturers
are currently working on even maore
odvanced systems that, In addition
to the antl-locking feature, would
eliminate wheel-spin  while ac-
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can sometimes  save money by
removing  equipment, such  as
radios. Buyers who plan to install
Lheir own slereos can save aboul $80

by taking the radio "delcte oplion™ if

nvanilable,

The HAC explains these are only a
few of the teng list of specific facto
options avaitable on Noeri
American cars. Whelbher it i3 your
next car, or your ncxl hamburger,

there's o £ chance that you can
have it your way.

 Guaranteed Conlrol against
rust on your ¢ar.

# Increased ra-sale value.

# Lower maintenance Cosls.

ed with it, which glves the customer
many extras that ore not usually on
the car. for the basle price.

The Ford rebate is anolher reason
for the Mustang's success,

Ben VanDoorm at Georgetown
Toyota maid the Corolla GTS is Lhe
most popular,

“This is becanuse of performance
and dollar value,” he said, It is the
lenst cxpensive of. the sporls cars,
and the quickest.”

“*The Stellars are the most ular
right now by a mile,"" said Mr, Allan,
al Hyundai Country. **The car is well
appointed, and people arc impressed
wilh the drive and handling."

Most of the dealers are {inding
that a broad range of people are buy-
ing their cars,  and not just one
speeific group.

Georgetown Toyola is the excep-
tion to this yule, as they are linding
that many moré women are now
buying sporls cars,

Overall, trade-ins at the dealer-
ships are less frequent than straight
buys.

‘The dealers' reasoning for this
trend I3 people are getting smarter,
and selling their own cars.

Anecther reason, which the Honda
representalive  gave, was, “‘People
who have small cars have their

friends, neighbors and relatives -

waiting tobuy them.’"

* Easyremoval for re-installation
inlo a new car, . -

« Husicontiol 24 hrs. a day
gvery day.

» Computerized 1o ensure
fjunclicn and operation
of system.

HOW THE RUSTPEVENTOR WORKS:

The tust preventor uses integrated circuitry to impress a DC current
throughout the car's body and suppeost structure. This direct current is
supplied by the car's battery and impedes the process by which cosrosion
eals away and dostrays the metal componsnts, Only a very small amount
of current js needed 50 the Rust Preventor will not harm your batlery.

58 Sinclalr Ave., Unlt §
Georgetown
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