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Prepare your soil for a beautiful season

By TOM CAVAN
Herald Special

S0 small yet 50 powerful, annuals
bring us to our knees in delicate lov-
ing care as we bed them oul In an-
tlicipation of a constaut show of col-
our.

These tender Herbaceous plants
will produce beauty far beyond their
rosts if planted properly.

Those who get discouraged at the
cost of Annuals haven'l  fully
understood thejr nature or purpose
in Lhe garden.

Like séeds they are inexpensive
when you consider the cffort that
goes into producing and scheduling
them for the consumer.

If you wish to save mopey collect
sceds  {rem malure  blossoms  of
select beauties and store them until
next season.

I will be writing an article en seed
collecting in late summer when time
is ripe,

Be sure to prepate your soil cach
season. Placing well nurtured An-
nuat in dusty er hard unattended soil
runs parallel to dropping a naked
human in a desert.

A well prepared bed with amend-
ments of manure rich top seil, peat-
moss and bonemeal will run paratlel
with dropping that human being in
an nasis.

Quantities for mixing depend on
the status of the existing soil. Dry
sandy so0i) - lacks moisture, (ension
and sail stability.

Soil slability refers to its Ibility to
stay loose and friable allowing good

penetration of both air and water.

wilhout compacting. Clay soils are
good for growing but the soil par-
{icles are Loo fine and when it dries it
will compact and choke the roots.

The addition of course sand and
peatmoss will help loosen the soil
and help retain moisture.  Again
guantitics depend on svil and loca.
Lion.

A cup of seil retmeved from an 8
inch depth will be sufficient sample
to lake in for appraisal by a trained
eyc.

It is imfonnnt to mix the right
amounis of manure, too much can
cause cxcessive feal and teo litle
lMower.

Too much peatmoss will cause the
so0il lo turn acidic, which sometimes
is desirnble.

An easy rule of thumb is to mix
one part exisling soil, one part top
soil, or part peatmoss and o shovel
full of mapure if mixing in a
wheclbarrow or equivalent pile.

Alter mixing spread a Llm of
bonemeal over the surface and rake
LT, ,

Work your bed to a depth of 12 in-
ches and loosen large clumps. H ous-
ing garden f{ertilizer follow dirce-
lions on the package label or you can
over fecd.

Don't over crewd Annuals when
planting, they will compete  [or
space and this is expensive,

Planting at the proper distance
will retumn a full season of colour,

~ever plant during the heat of the
day. Always plant when the air is
coel. Bunng the heat from noon to 4

m. Annuals will transpire and will

cause lhe roots are not capable of
supplying the watcer.

oroughly  water after
and check for water when
weather prevails.

Unce established, mulching  with
co-cobean shells or bark chips will
provide meisture retension and pro-
tect the soil from hot dry winds, con-
trel weeds and gives an attractive
frame for your picteresque garden.

GARDENING TIV:

10-14 days after planling pinch tips
to  encourage  stronger  bhushier
plants,

lanting
o dry

—Courtesy Cavan's
Garden Centre
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Seed Potaloes, Strawberry &
Sarvice Dealer For;
Brigge & Sirstton, Tecumenh,
me S e TR MTD, Homelis, Cansdiana

535 SINCLAIR AVE., UNIT 10
GEORGETL'WN, DNTARC

877-9473

A GALLERY OF GARDEN SPECIALS
FREE

Raspbcrry Plants, Asparagus
Aoats, Fruut Trees & Bushes

Glve Us A Call

877-4815

Tratatgar Ad. H_al Batiinatnd

calLB77-5413

LIMEHOUSE

Sweet 100 TOMATO PLANT

No Purchase Required

THURSDAY 70
MONDAY ONLY

HWY. 24, ERIN

One Stop For All
Your Gardening Neads

We are the Statement
in Stone!
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(519)833-2117

SAVE MONEY! b
Unilock will help you l

UNILOCK FACTORIES:

Georgelown-287 Armsirong Ave. (416} 453-1438
Barrie-Hwy. 27, Soulb ot Holly {705} 726-6299

HOURS: Mon, -Fri.B:30am-5:30pm
FACTORY OUTLETS

HORTH

#rgelos Garten Centre {Goncord) 669 9220
Demumion Coal Blog Supply (Uniomalley 4771732
fFarmwr Jacks {Soutlvley 640-5080

Newmarkel Procast (Heanarkel) B95-%787

Rex Bulding Matenals £54-1022

Rctunond Slond {Makchan) 4752111

CENTRAL

Aoiton Hursenes (Bolinn) 857-6570
Ratwey Fuel & Bunlders Supply 100l 226-3925
nontts Garden Gentre [Losg'oed Kl 3292905

PLUS DELIVERY

Denenear. Coat Hidg Supply 5253161
pormirien Doat Bllg Supoly 4891175
Domirisn Coal Bidg Supply 6342118
Highlard itk PLata 282 2054
Pateeors Gardin Supply 2955112
Sperdmaney Guiea Gt J41-55483

Do-It-Yourselt

ﬁgﬁ INSTRUCTIONAL .
/ HOME VIDEO B
Pick-up your iree Do-1t-Yoursel instruchional

Home Video for Unitock pavers and Slope
Block retaining wall entifled 10 Easy Steps

Eﬁ and ¥ Easy Steps

INSTRUCTIONAL
BOOKLETS

I Also available are detaded instruchional Dooklets o

converuently check wilth dunng your installaton

I Both videos and bookiels are available at any one of
our dealer oullels.

CALL FOR THE
DATES AND
LOCATIONS

NEAREST YOU!

WEST

O Gareen Moy tRASsctaeay 625-7173
Sty Frareken Cotabre (hNsssnay gy BH0 ol
Protes e Greon iddessrsanglay dft 1507

Var Hegks Guargen Cortre [Dawalie 5749 OTLE
[ebpogtes Blonst 2378416

Aeton BPreddst {ae ey BRY 150y

EAST

T Aty Liam Supply (P ckenrgy 683-0887
s haend Goarder Centee 08 utlyt HEB- B1WH)
e Gardets Centie {Brovkhng BS%5-3134H
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